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£4m SPENT ON 
TEACHING COVER 


FUNDING 

Chiefs warn fire 
service faces crisis 

WEST Midlands fire chiefs have issued a 
stark warning to Westminster that the ser¬ 
vice is at ‘tipping point’ as cuts bite deeper 
into their resources. 

Phil Loach, the region’s Chief Fire Of¬ 
ficer, and Councillor John Edwards, chair 
of the West Midlands Fire and Rescue 
Authority, spelled out the dangers during 
a meeting with prominent MPs at Westmin¬ 
ster. 

They forecast that engine response 
times and vital prevention and protection 
work could be at risk if changes are not 
made to the current funding system. 


Report by Clare Butler 


NEARLY £4 million was spent 
by schools across Dudley em¬ 
ploying agency staff in just 12 
months - with one agency be¬ 
ing paid more than £1 million. 


The figures follow a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) request, which re¬ 
vealed expenditure on teaching cover 
across primary, secondary and special 
schools in the borough in 2015/16. 

Casual staff were brought in to cover sick¬ 
ness absences and maternity leave to ensure 
children did not miss lessons. A total of £3.8 
million was spent across the borough. 

Around £1.2 million 
was spent on agency 
staff from First for 
Education Ltd, based 
in Stourbridge. Other 
highest paid agencies 
included ABC Teach¬ 
ers Ltd at £440,000 
and Monarch Educa¬ 
tion at £322,918. 

It was also revealed 

I that £2.14 million was 
spent on agency staff 
across the borough 
from September 2014 
to February 2015. 
Schools in Dudley 
control their own budgets and decide when 
agency staff need to be brought in. 

Abdul Qadus, a former member of the chil¬ 
dren’s board at Dudley Council, was shocked 
by the figures. He said: “It appears that we are 
becoming an agency culture and it isn’t good. 
Millions of pounds are being spent and when 
I was a governor I questioned this. It is quite 
concerning but seems a general pattern. 
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Abdul Qadus 


Confusing 

“If they had proper full time staff then I 
feel money would be better spent than having 
agency teachers, which can be confusing for the 
children.” 

Councillor Anne Millward, cabinet member 
for children’s services, said: “This is money 
spent by schools, not by the council directly. 
Supply costs generally have increased and will 
vary from year to year, depending on the issues 
faced by schools in relation to teacher absence. 

“Many schools have insurance schemes that 
help offset the high level of supply costs. 

“We would always advise schools that supply 
teachers should only be used as a last resort.” 


SOMEONE NEEDS TO MAINTAIN THE STANDARD 



Ron Greenfield, bearer of the Brierley Hill Royal British Legion standard is retiring due to ill health and appealing for a new standard bearer 


IN the days before Remembrance Sunday 
an urgent appeal has been launched to find 
someone to maintain a tradition honouring 
the war dead with a special Brierley Hill ban¬ 
ner. 

The standard for the now disbanded Royal 
British Legion Brierley Hill branch has been 
lowered to remember those who have fallen in 
the line of duty for almost 100 years. But now 
the standard could be taken out of service. 

The current bearer, former gunner Ron 
Greenfield, is having to give up the role he 
has held for 10 years due to ill health. The 


85-year-old, who served in The Royal Artil¬ 
lery regiment in Gibraltar, is searching for 
someone to take over. 

He said: “My age and ill health have finally 
caught up with me and I am physically una¬ 
ble to carry out this most important duty any 
longer. I am asking anyone, perhaps from the 
voluntary services or any other recognised 
groups, to consider taking on this most wor¬ 
thy of duties. It just takes a couple of hours or 
so on Remembrance Sunday morning at the 
Brierley Hill Cenotaph and church. Please 
keep faith with the fallen and try to help.” 


Mr Greenfield, who lives in Brierley Hill, 
also takes the standard to the funerals of 
ex-servicemen. He explained that due to the 
branch disbanding six years ago the standard 
would be given to the Staffordshire Royal 
British Legion branch for safe keeping. 

He added: “Despite the branch folding, it 
is nice to still have the standard representing 
the closed branch and all those members who 
were part of it.” 

Mr Greenfield comes from a family with a 
strong military traditiion. His father George 
served in the Boer War and First World War. 


HERITAGE 

Canal network 
overhaul starting 

AN £850,000 overhaul of canals in the 
West Midlands is set to get under way, 
including work on Parkhead Top Lock 
near Dudley 

The Canal & River Trust is beginning 
the revamp across Birmingham and the 
Black Country as part of a five-month 
winter maintenance programme. 

The works, taking place until late 
February, will see craftsmen repairing 
historic canal walls, locks and bridges. 


INDUSTRY 

Sadler’s invests £1 m 
in its latest brewery 

A BREWERY in Lye is to quadruple its pro¬ 
duction with fresh investment of more than 
£1 million. The new brewery at Sadler’s in 
Lye is due to be operating by the end of 
January. 

Managing director Chris Sadler has also 
revealed plans for the growing business to 
open a new series of bars across the Black 
Country. 
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Museum art treasures to be sold off 



HISTORIC artefacts that were on show 
at Dudley Museum are to go under the 
hammer for thousands of pounds. 

The Chinese and Japanese pieces, 
bought by the Trust of the late Dudley 
MP Brooke Robinson, are being sold 
after the closure of the town’s old mu¬ 
seum in the town centre. 

The centrepiece of the collection is a 
Chinese Qing Dynasty Qianlong Bud¬ 
dhist Emblem Altar Vessel expected to 
fetch up to £20,000. There is no room 
for the 92-pieces at the Archives build¬ 
ing in Tipton Road where the museum’s 
collections have been moved. 


The Brooke Robinson Museum Trust 
is to use cash from the sale to buy pieces 
more suited to the Brooke Robinson 
story. It is working with the council on 
plans to celebrate the former MP’s life 
at a display in the town centre. 

Trustee 

Colin Knipe, a Brooke Robinson trus¬ 
tee, said: “We are disposing of some 
items that were not part of Brooke Rob¬ 
inson’s personal collection, in order to 
acquire items that are more relevant to 
the district and his career, and to im¬ 
prove the display. 


“With the co-operation of the council, 
we aim to create a more imaginative and 
interesting gallery which should tell the 
story of a remarkable Dudley citizen.” 

Brooke Robinson was Conservative 
MP for Dudley from 1886 to 1906 and 
also served as coroner. He was an art 
collector and benefactor whose legacy 
included the Town Hall and museum. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet mem¬ 
ber for planning and economic develop¬ 
ment, said: “The council will not benefit 
financially in any way. We are working 
with the trustees.” Fieldings Auction¬ 
eers hosts the sale on Saturday. 


Fewer parents in Dudley 
face term holiday fines 
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PARENTS have been hit by more 
than £1 million in fines for tak¬ 
ing their children on school term 
time holidays. 

The figures were revealed as Dudley 
Council’s leader called on headteach¬ 
ers to use more ‘discretion’ to help 
cash-strapped parents. 

Figures released last week show discrep¬ 
ancies between councils for the amount of 
fines collected - with Walsall Council pick¬ 
ing up almost £230,000,Wolverhampton 
around £128,000 and Dudley just £44,000. 

More than 22,000 parents have been is¬ 
sued with the £60 charge over the last five 
years in the West Midlands, with another 
2,000 being taken to court because of their 
child’s low attendance. 

Figures obtained under the Freedom of 
Information Act show Walsall Council has 
collected £227,310 in fines since 2012/13. 
Wolverhampton council made £128,200, 
Dudley £44,100, and Sandwell £39,120. 
Staffordshire County Council collected 
£102,080 over the past two years. 

Grabbing 

Sandwell council took 817 parents to 
court since 2012/13 rather than issue fixed 
penalties. Fines collected in court rather 
than through fixed penalty notices go to the 
Ministry of Justice instead of the council. 

The councils were described as carrying 
out ‘scandalous money grabbing’ by West 
Midland Liberal Democrat campaigner 
Sarah Quarmby, who compiled the data 
after submitting the FOI request. She de¬ 
manded more flexible arrangements to help 
parents. 

Patrick Harley, leader of Dudley Council, 
said authorities had to enforce the law but 
called on headteachers to use ‘discretion’ 
where possible. 

He said: “We understand the financial 
pressures on parents taking children on 
holiday during half term and school hol¬ 
idays. Headteachers do have a limited 
amount of discretion that they should use 
sensibly and when appropriate.” 


Boris plays a blinder at business event 



Boris Johnson donned a cap and declared himself a Peaky Blinders fan when he met Chris Lamb of Sadler’s brewery 


BORIS Johnson hailed the Black 
Country’s proud manufacturing 
heritage and its move into hi-tech 
sectors at the region’s annual 
showcase in the Houses of Parlia¬ 
ment. 

Nearly 30 companies put their 
goods on display for MPs at the 
event, organised by Dudley North 
Labour MP Ian Austin and the 
Black Country Local Enterprise 
Partnership. 

Foreign Secretary Mr Johnson 


was among those to pop in, chatting 
with bosses and looking at the wide 
range of products on display. Prod¬ 
ucts ranged from traditional hand¬ 
made ironwork by Kirkpatrick in 
Walsall to alloy wheels from West 
Bromwich’s Rimstock. 

Mr Johnson, who once worked 
as a journalist at the Express & 
Star, also visited a stand for Lye’s 
Sadler’s brewery, which among its 
beers makse a Peaky Blinders ale 
named after the hit TV drama. 


Mr Johnson said: “I spent part 
of my early working career in Wol¬ 
verhampton and I remember all the 
traditional industries in the Black 
Country, so its fantastic to see 
so many businesses in advanced 
manufacturing such as aerospace, 
automotive, digital media and film 
production.” 

Other businesses represented in¬ 
cluded Boss Designs in Dudley and 
Wolverhampton-based learning 
provider LearnPlay Foundation. 


Broadband 
gets faster 
thanks to 
major project 

AROUND 55,000 households and busi¬ 
nesses are now able to access superfast 
broadband thanks to a project in the 
Black Country. 

Faster download speeds should be ac¬ 
cessible in areas including Blackheath, 
Brierley Hill, Dudley town centre, Hale¬ 
sowen, Kingswinford, Lye, Penn, Sedg- 
ley, Tipton and Wolverhampton thanks 
to the work of the Black Country Broad¬ 
band Project. 

The multi-million pound project is 
led by the Black Country Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership (LEP) and BT Group 
as part of the Government’s Broadband 
Delivery UK programme. 

Ninder Johal, a LEP board member, 
said: “The Black Country Broadband 
Project is making terrific progress, but 
we’re keen for more local people to take 
advantage and upgrade their broadband 
service, which they can do at little or no 
extra cost, to ensure they don’t get left 
behind.” 

So far, engineers from Openreach 
have installed nearly 290km of optical 
fibre and more than 520 fibre broadband 
road side cabinets for the project. Steve 
Haines, Openreach’s managing director 
of next generation access, said: “We have 
also chosen Brierley Hill as one of our 
new pilot areas for ‘ultrafast’ broadband 
providing access to download speeds of 
up to 330 megabits per second.” 

Nine new nurses 
recruited by Trust 

THE hospital trust that runs Russells 
Hall has hired nine nurses following a 
recruitment event. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation 
Trust has filled the nine nursing roles 
following concerns about staff shortages 
and less success than hoped for recruit¬ 
ing nurses overseas. 

Almost 100 nurses, midwives and 
other medical workers have been taken 
on since August. 

The trust plans to continue recruit¬ 
ment with an event on December 6 at 
Russells Hall Hospital. Candidates will 
be interviewed, also speaking with staff 
and touring the hospital. 

Trust chief executive Diane Wake 
said: “We were thrilled to recruit nine 
nurses to the Trust and look forward to 
them starting in post very soon.” 


Car sales at site 

A FORMER betting shop in Pensnett 
will be turned into a car sales base af¬ 
ter Dudley planners gave the go-ahead. 
The site in Commonside will be able to 
accommodate 15 cars. It was formerly 
occupied by A2 Bookmakers. 
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Centres on 
right road 
after buses 
are sold off 

TWO day centres for the elderly have 
been given a new lease of life after the 
sale of four minibuses raised £20,000. 

The Age Concern-run Elton Day 
Care Centre in Stourbridge and Green 
Lane Day Centre in Halesowen have 
been kept running by the sales, which 
saw three minibuses sold to char¬ 
ity and another sold at auction for 
£2,700. 

It follows Age Concern’s departure 
from the Mary Stevens Day Centre in 
Stourbridge after funding from Dud¬ 
ley Council was removed in April. 

Chief officer Dionne Legge said: 
“We are still here serving the elderly 
in the Dudley borough. Since we have 
come out of Mary Stevens Day Centre 
I think people thought the whole of 
Age Concern had closed down. 

“We have a fantastic service in the 
Elton Centre and we’re still offering 
daycare five days a week but its not 
located in Halesowen. We’re a smaller 
organisation, we have had to slim 
down but we’re still trying to carry 
on. 

“The minibuses were probably 
worth more but we don’t feel hard 
done by, we accept that with happi¬ 
ness. Three of them went to charities 
with one of those to Age UK Dudley 
and another to Hall Flyers in Worn- 
bourne. The fourth and oldest one 
went to auction.” 

Age Concern lost more than £21,000 
a year in funding. 

Work to resume 
at chicken plant 

A SCANDAL-HIT chicken processing 
factory in West Bromwich will restart 
production this week. 

The firm 2 Sisters says there will be 
increased oversight of the 850-strong 
workforce, which has been undergo¬ 
ing retraining in the wake of reve¬ 
lations over hygiene breaches at the 
Dial Lane site, which made national 
headlines. 

Customers including Tesco, Marks 
& Spencer and Aldi say they are 
happy with measures taken by the 
company and will take products from 
them again. 

The Food Standards Agency will 
now be on the site ‘at all times’ and 
CCTV coverage of operations inside 
the factory will be monitored 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. 


Sofa fire shock 

A WOMAN arrived at her terraced 
home in Brierley Hill just in time to 
stop it being engulfed by flames on 
Sunday. She found the sofa on fire. 
Firefighters ensured it did not spread 
but the house had smoke damage. 


Winter warmth scheme being extended 


ELDERLY people and struggling families have been 
urged to seek help if they are worried about keeping 
warm this winter. 

Dudley Council has relaunched its ‘winter 
warmth scheme’ with plans to roll it out across the 
entire year as more people struggle to pay the bills. 

The council-led scheme is said to have helped 
more than 700 residents last winter who were fac¬ 
ing problems keeping their homes and themselves 
warm. 

Councillor Les Jones, cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said: “Each year people die as a result of freez¬ 
ing winter weather and cold homes. Living in a cold 
home can lead to very serious health problems, par¬ 
ticularly for older people, young children and people 


suffering from long-term health conditions, such as 
asthma. It is essential that people start preparing 
for winter before the cold months set in. 

“If people are concerned about heating their 
homes they should contact the scheme’s helpline to 
ask for support and advice. 

Extension 

“We want to make sure that all our residents keep 
warm and well in their homes whatever the time of 
year, hence the extension of the scheme to all year 
round.” 

“I encourage anyone concerned about keeping 
warm at home themselves, or worried about a rela¬ 
tive, friend or neighbour, to call the scheme.” 


The initiative is designed to benefit those con¬ 
cerned about being able to keep their home warm 
during winter, struggling with paying their fuel bills 
or keeping well at home through the colder months. 

The public can access a variety of practical sup¬ 
port, information and expert advice through the 
council-based scheme. 

The now year-long bid to help residents will look 
to see householders save significantly on their home 
energy bills, as well as advise on energy discounts 
and grants. 

Those wishing to find out more can contact the 
winter warmth helpline on (01384) 817086 and call 
to request a free home visit. 


Deal to save Brierley 
Hill's landmark venue 


VOLUNTEERS are poised to take 
over the running of Brierley Hill Civ¬ 
ic Hall securing its future and sav¬ 
ing the council £100,000-a-year. 

It will see keys to the the 695-seat ven¬ 
ue handed over to Dudley Council for Vol¬ 
untary Service (CVS). 

The charity has been managing the venue 
for the last 18 months on a trial. Now Dudley 
Council says it has shown that it can make a 
success of it. 

Before the charity took control of the hall - 
a thriving venue in the 1960s to 80s - it had 
become under-used and was often shut during 
the day. 

But CVS has built new relationships with 
existing users, schools, colleges, voluntary or¬ 
ganisations, promoters, artists, businesses and 
entertainers. 

Events such as the Live at the Civic comedy 
nights have been popular bringing hundreds 
of people back through the doors of the Bank 
Street venue to see such major TV comedy 
stars as Ross Noble and Seann Walsh perform. 

Now Dudley Council chiefs have recom¬ 
mended the hall and its land is transferred to 
the CVS in a ‘community asset transfer’. 

Costs 

This will see the CVS manage the hall day- 
to-day and means the authority will no longer 
have to fork out the £100,000 a year costs to 
run the venue. 

James Challis, from the CVS and civic hall 
general manager, said: “From a CVS point of 
view it was very important we did our utmost 
to keep the venue open. 

“We had heard rumblings that there was po¬ 
tential for the site to close and that would have 
been such a shame for the local area.” 

Councillor Ian Kettle, cabinet member for re¬ 
generation, said: “The transfer will ensure this 
valued community asset remains an important 
venue used by the Brierley Hill and wider com¬ 
munity. Brierley Hill Civic Hall currently costs 
the council in excess of £100,000 a year to run. 
As a charitable organisation, Dudley CVS is el¬ 
igible for funding streams to which the council 
does not have access.” 



Worker survives under tons of food 


Rescuers spent four hours attempting to reach the trapped worker. Picture: @TechRescueWMFS 


EMERGENCY crews have been 
praised for their swift actions by 
a firm in Cradley after an employ¬ 
ee driving a forklift truck became 
trapped under a pile of refrigerat¬ 
ed goods in a warehouse. 

A four hour rescue operation 
was held to free the 54-year-old 
man at Central Supplies in Salt- 
brook Road. He and the forklift 


had been completely buried in an 
avalanche of stored goods. 

A spokesman for the firm said: 
“The company can confirm there 
has been an accident. It is under 
investigation at the moment and 
it is too early to comment. We are 
very grateful for the swift reac¬ 
tions of the fire and ambulance 
services and his work colleagues. 


“We are also pleased to hear 
that the individual involved has 
been released from hospital.” 

Fire crews from Haden Cross 
and Stourbridge together with the 
West Midland Fire Service Tech¬ 
nical Rescue team led the delicate 
operation, which saw rescuers 
moving items so a shift of goods 
did not crush the trapped man. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Popular pub hosts 
lights switch-on 

A PUB famous for its festive display 
of lights will hold its annual switch-on 
event at the weekend. 

The Summerhouse in Gospel End, 
Sedgley, will be turning on the lights 
on Sunday. The special festive event 
will start at 5pm, with the switch-on 
taking place at around 6.30pm. 

There are be stall holders in attend¬ 
ance and a team of fancy dress enter¬ 
tainers to keep the crowed amused. 

Donations raised by the event will 
go towards the Heart Link charity, 
which is based in Leicester. 

The pub was due to hold its bonfire 
night party last night (Wednesday). 

Concert to mark 
war anniversary 

A MEMORIAL concert to mark 100 
years since the end of the First World 
War is to be held in Dudley next year. 

Dudley Town Hall has joined forces 
with Gig Caritas for a 1918 Memorial 
Concert, to be held at the venue on 
March 24. It will involve the 70-strong 
Restoration Chorus and 50 players 
from Stourbridge Chamber Orchestra 
as well as readings from Third From 
The Right Productions, plus guest so¬ 
prano soloist Louise Maguire. Musical 
director will be Stourbridge’s Keith 
Horsfall. See www.boroughhalls.co.uk 
for details. 

Crafty Christmas 
presents at fair 

VISITORS will have the opportunity 
to pick up a unique festive present in 
an event in Wordsley. 

The Learning4Life group will be 
holding a two-day Christmas crafts 
fair in Wordsley next weekend. 

Students from various classes at 
The Wordsley School, in Brierley Hill 
Road, will be showcasing their skills 
- from painting to patchwork - at the 
event on Saturday and Sunday, No¬ 
vember 18 and 19. 

They will be joined by other craft¬ 
speople selling handmade gifts from 
10am to 3pm. 

Fizzogs are fired up to 
hot foot it for charity 

COMEDY troupe The Fizzogs will 
brave hot coals as they tackle a fire¬ 
walk for charity. 

The Dudley group, best known for 
their act the Dancing Grannies, will 
dash across burning lumps of coal to¬ 
morrow (Friday). They are set to raise 
cash for Wolverhampton’s The Haven. 

They and other participants are 
taking part in the fundraiser at Worn- 
bourne’s The Round Oak. See haven 
refuge.org.uk or call 01902 904677. 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Ex-TV favourite 
Kay starts appeal 

A FORMER television presenter has 
launched a Christmas appeal for a 
Black Country-based charity. 

Ex-BBC Midlands Today presenter 
Kay Alexander has kicked off Acorns 
Children’s Hospice Christmas appeal. 

It aims to raise £70,000 towards the 
nearly £10 million the charity needs 
to raise each year to continue provid¬ 
ing its vital services across the region. 
Kay, who recently became Acorns 
President, said: “Acorns is an extraor¬ 
dinary charity and one which is very 
close to my heart.” 

Kay launched the charity’s very 
first fundraising appeal more than 30 
years ago. 

Councillor has quit 
post over remarks 

A SENIOR Sandwell Council cabinet 
member has stepped down from his 
post amid a probe into alleged lewd 
remarks about two female councillors. 

Sandwell Council’s leisure boss 
Richard Marshall is alleged to have 
made sexually derogatory comments 
about councillors Maria Crompton 
and Olwen Jones on phone messaging 
service WhatsApp. 

Council leader Steve Eling con¬ 
firmed Councillor Marshall has ‘volun¬ 
tarily stepped aside’ from his cabinet 
role. He remains a councillor. 

Mr Marshall said about his case: “I 
want this to be thoroughly and inde¬ 
pendently investigated.” 

Microbrewery 
set to bring jobs 

A MICROBREWERY is opening in 
Wolverhampton bringing four new 
jobs, after council bosses approved the 
plans. The brewery is to open along 
Tremont Street, off the Wednesfield 
Road, just outside of the city centre. 

The current Soho Cash & Carry will 
be converted into the brewery as part 
of the plans. The brewery will employ 
three full-time staff and one part-time 
member of staff. It will be open from 
8am to 6pm Monday to Friday and 
from 8am to 12 noon on Saturdays. 

A few tickets are left 
for talk at Motty night 

JUST a few tickets remain to see leg¬ 
endary Football commentator John 
Motson talk at Banks’s Stadium. 

Motty, as he is fondly known, is 
hanging up the microphone at the end 
of this season after 50 years. 

The 72-year-old will be the sub¬ 
ject of an ‘Evening With’ show at the 
Banks’s Stadium on November 16. 
Tickets cost £39.50 with meal, call 
01922 651414 for tickets. 


Where to drop off your contributions 


ALL your donations to the Express & 
Star’s Feed A Family This Christmas 
appeal will be shared out between 
food banks and other charitable or¬ 
ganisations across the Black Country 
and Staffordshire. 

We are asking for seasonal treats 
such as mince pies, chocolates and 
Christmas puddings, as well as ba¬ 
sics including canned goods, long-life 
milk, fruit juice, pasta and rice. 

We just ask that festive food has a 


best before date of the end of Janu¬ 
ary. Non-food items such as toiletries, 
new socks and small gifts will also be 
gratefully received. 

The good causes we will be sup¬ 
porting again this year include The 
Well (Home of Wolverhampton Food 
Bank). 

We are also helping the Good 
Shepherd Ministry, based in Wol¬ 
verhampton, and the Black Country 
Food Bank, which has centres across 


Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall. Other 
groups include Smethwick Food 
Bank, Walsall North Food Bank and 
Cannock and District Food Bank. 

The appeal will also be supporting 
The Haven which provides support 
services to women and children who 
are affected by domestic violence and 
homelessness. 

The drop-off points are: Express 
& Star Wolverhampton, 51-53 
Queen Street, WV1 1ES; Express & 


Star Cannock/Walsall office, Queen 
Square, Cannock WS111EA; Oldbury 
office: Black Country House, Rounds 
Green Road, Oldbury, B69 2DG; 

Waitrose Wolverhampton, Penn 
Road, WV2 4NJ; The Midcounties 
Co-operative Food Store Codsall, 
28-32 Wood Lane/Bakers Way, Cod¬ 
sall WV8 1DB. Donations dropped off 
here will go to The Well. 

Further donation points may be 
confirmed in the coming weeks. 


Give vital gift of help 
for struggling families 



FROM single mothers know¬ 
ing there is nothing in the 
cupboard for tea to workers 
who suddenly find them¬ 
selves out of a job - food 
banks are a vital lifeline. 

Many have seen the number of 
people turning to them for help 
continue to rise with unemploy¬ 
ment, changes to benefits and low 
wages all playing a part. 

And, at this time of year, many are 
also faced with the heart-breaking 
choice of either putting food on the 
table or heating their home. 

We have teamed up with sister daily 
the Express & Star to launch the Feed 
A Family This Christmas appeal to 
support the food banks. 

The appeal was a huge success last 
year collecting 9,000 items for food 
banks, the homeless and children at 
The Haven refuge. 

From now until December 16, 
we are collecting contributions of 
non-perishable food and toiletries as 
well as socks and hats. 

The good causes we are supporting 
are The Well (Home of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Food Bank), the Good Shepherd 
Ministry, based in Wolverhampton, 
the Black Country Food Bank, which 
has centres across Dudley, Sandwell 
and Walsall, Smethwick Food Bank, 
Walsall North Food Bank and Can¬ 
nock and District Food Bank. 

The appeal will also be supporting 
The Haven which supports women 
and children who are affected by do¬ 
mestic violence and homelessness. 
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Loading up the vans - food being 
transported to where it is needed 


Lisa Riley, who will be appearing in Jack and The Beanstalk 
at Wolverhampton Grand, is backing the campaign 


Former Emmerdale star Lisa 
Riley, who will be appearing in Jack 
and The Beanstalk at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Grand, is backing the campaign. 

She said: “I think this is fantas¬ 
tic. There are so many people who 
need a lot. We can come together as 
a community and do that extra bit 
for people even if it’s tin of beans.” 

All of the organisations that will 
benefit from Feed A Family This 
Christmas are helping people in 
need every day. The Black Country 
Food Bank saw a 12 per cent in¬ 


crease in demand between August 
2016 and this August. 

“The roll out of Universal Credit 
has had an impact. People are wait¬ 
ing up to six weeks for their benefits 
and they are already in debt by the 
time they get that first payment,” a 
spokeswoman said. “We’ve seen an 
increase in homelessness too.”. 

The Well in Wolverhampton con¬ 
tinues to provide food and toiletries 
to more than 7,500 people a year. 
While Cannock and District Food 
Bank has also seen an increase, 


helping 3,634 people in 2016/17, up 
from 2,676 in 2015/16. 

Walsall North Food Bank, which 
is based at Pelsall Methodist 
Church, helped more than 450 extra 
people in 2016/17. 

Group head of weekly titles 
Diane Davies said: “We were over¬ 
whelmed by the amazing response 
we received from our communities 
last year, his year we have seen in¬ 
creasing demand on food banks. 

“Please help us to make a differ¬ 
ence to people in need.” 


'Scum of 
the earth' 
steal purse 
from widow 

A GRIEVING widow lost more than 
£1,100 after a thief stole her purse 
and used her card to withdraw cash 
from her account. 

Anita Parkes, from Dudley, also lost 
photographs of her late husband Bill, 
who died in August. 

The grandmother believes she was 
targeted after using a cashpoint at 
Barclays in Dudley town centre and 
says she has been left frightened to 
withdraw money again. 

Mrs Parkes, aged 61,who is retired, 
had used the Barclays branch in High 
Street shortly before she realised her 
purse, which had been in a shopping 
trolley, was gone. She believes some¬ 
one watched her enter her PIN num¬ 
ber before her purse was swiped. 

Three separate transactions were 
swiftly made after the theft, with a 
total of £1,140 stolen from her ac¬ 
count. She described the person who 
targeted her as ‘scum of the earth’. 

Watching 

Mr Parkes said: “I went to the bank 
first to get a statement. They must 
have been watching me and got the 
PIN number. 

“I went to Dudley Market Place and 
that’s when I’ve noticed my purse has 
been taken. I went back to the bank to 
have my cards cancelled but they had 
already withdrawn it.” 

Mrs Parkes was also left devastated 
by the loss of photos of husband Bill, 
who had died of liver failure in the 
summer. A gold necklace given to her 
by her mother also went. 

The former convenience store 
manager has since had the money 
refunded by Barclays. Anyone with 
information should call police on 101. 


Ladies' gym is on 
award shortlist 

A LADIES’ fitness group has been 
shortlisted for a prestigious national 
award. 

Dudley’s Unique Fitness 4 Ladies 
Only has been shortlisted in the Cus¬ 
tomer Service Category at the Na¬ 
tional Fitness Awards 

The annual event recognise ex¬ 
cellence and achievement in gyms 
throughout the country. The awards 
are organised by Script Events in con¬ 
junction with fitness industry maga¬ 
zine Workout. 

Unique Fitness was the national 
winner last year in the category La¬ 
dies Only Gym. The gym, located on 
Castle Hill, has proved popular and 
is run by Raj Kaur. Trophies will be 
handed out an awards ceremony on 
December 1 in Leicester. 



Made to Measure 


itchen Doors 


A cost effective way to update your 
kitchen cabinets and drawers 



Makeovers 


08007765046 


Call for a brochure or on the spot quote! 


www.msmo.co.uk 
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There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Will 

Onl, £ 90.00 (no VAT to pa; 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills 

Single Wills £95.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient time 



For information and appointme\ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship^ Trusts 

Members of the 

Goodwills 

WWoll 



































Measures 
proposed at 
'racetrack' 
danger road 

AN ACCIDENT blackspot is set to get 
yellow lines after residents described 
the route as a ‘racetrack’. 

Staffordshire County Council chiefs 
say steps are being taken to see yel¬ 
low lines put in place outside the Firs 
Care home on Wodehouse Lane, Gos¬ 
pel End, near Sedgley. A consultation 
will determine if residents object to 
the plans. 

Councillor Victoria Wilson said: 
“We write to residents and local busi¬ 
nesses to make sure they are aware. 

“We have got about six to eight 
weeks where we will hear back from 
people. 

“The yellow lines aren’t going to 
stop people speeding - if you approach 
the bend and there are cars parked on 
that bend then you have to pull out to 
the outside of the bend. 

“There are already signs there now, 
people are flagrantly ignoring these.” 

It comes after residents of Wode¬ 
house Lane warned it would take 
‘several fatalities’ before authorities 
realised how dangerous the area is. 

Resident Jane Kitchen, who has 
lived in Gospel End for 17 years, said: 
“The issue is there needs to be some¬ 
thing done to slow the speed of traffic, 
they see it as a racetrack.” 

Manager of the Firs Tree care 
home, Christopher Smith-Law, said: 
“The only thing that is outside is the 
slow down sign, nothing else. There 
have been numerous accidents.” 

Machetes seized 
after car chase 

THREE machetes and class A drugs 
were seized from a teenager after po¬ 
lice pursued a stolen car. 

Officers on a routine patrol in Dud¬ 
ley last week noticed a car driving er¬ 
ratically on Grange Road and it failed 
to stop for officers. 

The vehicle also flagged up on the 
police’s automatic number plate rec¬ 
ognition system as having recently 
being stolen. 

Officers gave chase and, after 
a short pursuit, they arrested an 
18-year-old man on suspicion of bur¬ 
glary and theft of a motor vehicle. 

Following a further search, they re¬ 
covered three machetes, a lock knife 
and class A drugs. 

The teenager was taken into in cus¬ 
tody for questioning. 


Songs to remember 

A CHOIR will deliver a poignant 
performance ahead of Remembrance 
Sunday. The Gentleman Songsters 
sing at the Dudley Festival of Remem¬ 
brance at Dudley Town Hall tonight 
(Thursday) at 7.30pm. Tickets £5. 


Tr butes to young father who 



Chris Brookes 


A FATHER has paid tribute to his son from 
Dudley, who died after falling from a bridge 
in. 

Chris Brookes, aged 22, was found with 
head injuries in a bus lane on the Wolver¬ 
hampton Ring Road during the early hours 
of October 29. 

Police believe he fell from the footbridge, 
between the city’s rail and bus stations, and 
his death is not being treated as suspicious. 

Mr Brookes was a general assembler 
at Elta Fans in Kingswinford. He has one 
daughter, three-year-old Layla Jade, and his 
partner Sarah Jayne is expecting the cou¬ 
ple’s first child together in January. 


She says the boy will be named Chris Jun¬ 
ior. 

Mr Brookes’ father Philip said: “He was 
loved so much by his friends and family. 
He’s left a big hole in our hearts - we are all 
devastated by what happened. 

“We have been inundated with people 
wanting to pay their respects. 

“A JustGiving page is live on Facebook 
and I would like to thank people for their 
donations.” 

Within 24 hours the page had nearly hit its 
£3,000 target. The aim is to ‘get something 
made for remembrance’ of Mr Brookes. 

A statement on the site says : “His fam- 


died in fall 

ily and partner have been offered support 
by loads of people and kind words. Nothing 
will bring Chris back but he loved his family 
so much and this is a little way of us show¬ 
ing our support at a terrible time for all his 
family.” 

A boss at the company where Mr Brookes 
worked has also paid tribute to him. 

Damian Buxton, Elta Fans chief executive 
officer, said: “We have been deeply saddened 
to hear about the untimely passing of Chris 
Brookes. He was well loved by everyone who 
knew him and will be sadly missed. Our 
thoughts are with his young family at this 
extremely difficult time.” 


Partially sighted death 
crash driver is jailed 


A DRIVER who killed a pedestrian 
while either too proud or frightened 
to admit his sight was failing has 
been jailed for three years. 

Peter Scriven, aged 60, was blind in one 
eye and had reduced sight in the other. 

He did not see Arthur Fletcher crossing the 
road in the dark with heavy rain falling, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court heard. 

The recently retired 65-year-old was near the 
centre of Priory Road, in Dudley, when hit by 
the Nissan and thrown into the opposite car- 
1 riageway where he was 
struck by another vehicle, 
said Mr Thomas Schofield, 
prosecuting. 

The defendant, who had 
kept his sight difficulties 
I secret from the Driver and 
I Vehicle Licensing Author- 
| ity (DVLA) for years, did 
not know what he had hit 



and failed to stop. 

) talk t< 


Peter Scriven 

He returned to the scene to talk to police 
once he realised the extent of damage to his 
car, which had been travelling at between 20 
and 24 mph when the accident happened on 
December 10. 

Tests had shown that Scriven could not read 
the registration number of a vehicle when more 
than three metres away. The minimum require¬ 
ment for a motorist is 20 metres. 

Scriven was diagnosed as blind in the left eye 
in 2002 and the sight of the right was deterio¬ 
rating but this was not disclosed to the DVLA. 

Mr Alexander Stein, defending, admitted it 
was ‘almost madness’ that the partially-sighted 
driver had reapplied for his licence after it had 
been revoked following the fatality. 

Mr Stein continued: “He had not seen an op¬ 
tician because he was terrified of being told he 
was going completely blind.” When he finally 
went recently he heard the sight of his right eye 
could be restored by cataract surgery. 

Scriven, of Forrest Road, Dudley, pleaded 
guilty to causing death by dangerous driving, 
was jailed and given a three-and-a-half-year 
driving ban. 



Landlord moves on after 28 years 


Camra branch chairman Ryan Hunt and Tim Batham thank Mel Wood, centre, for his work at The Vine 


THE landlord of a popular Black 
Country pub has been presented 
with an award by real ale fans. 

Melvyn ‘Mel’ Wood has left the 
Vine, otherwise known as the 
Bull and Bladder, in Delph Road, 
Brierley Hill, after more than 25 
years. 

Members of the Dudley and 


South Staffordshire branch of the 
Campaign for Real Ale visited the 
pub to present a framed certifi¬ 
cate to mark his 28 years at the 
Batham’s Brewery tap. 

“We said a massive and heart¬ 
felt thank you to Mel,” said branch 
chairman Ryan Hunt, who made 
the presentation. “Under his su¬ 


pervision, the Batham’s Brewery 
tap has enjoyed uninterrupted 
Good Beer Guide status and has 
twice been crowned the Dudley 
and South Staffordshire Camra 
pub of the year inl996 and 2016.” 

Tom Comyns is moving from 
Dudley’s Lamp Tavern to take 
over the iconic pub. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Police alert over 
dangerous drugs 

A DANGEROUS batch of heroin is 
doing the rounds in the West Mid¬ 
lands, police have warned. 

Staffordshire Police has issued an 
alert saying the a potent or contam¬ 
inated supply of the class A drug had 
been circulating in the Hednesford 
area. 

A force spokesman said the message 
was issued as a warning and no ar¬ 
rests had been made while there had 
been no reported incidents. 

Staffordshire Police Tweeted: 
“WARNING - We have been made 
aware that a potentially potent/con¬ 
taminated batch of heroin is in circu¬ 
lation in the Hednesford area.” 

Apartments plan 
for site of pub 

AN APARTMENT block could be built 
on the site of a former pub in Stour¬ 
bridge town centre. 

The three-storey block would be cre¬ 
ated on the site of the old Page Arms, 
which has stood empty on the corner 
of Market Street and Drury Lane for 
around a decade. The building has be¬ 
come derelict and it is hoped the devel¬ 
opment could boost the town centre. 

Designs submitted along with the 
plans by Heyford Homes show a mod¬ 
ern block featuring white cladding. 
The plans will now be assessed by 
Dudley Council. 

Rail shares reach 
target of £2.5m 

A YEAR-LONG Severn Valley Rail¬ 
way (SVR) fundraising campaign has 
topped its £2.5 million target - with 
only minutes to the deadline. 

Supporters queued at the railway’s 
head office in Kidderminster to pur¬ 
chase last minute shares before the 
12-month share campaign finally 
closed. 

The project will see visitor facilities 
at Bridgnorth transformed as part of 
the biggest redevelopment project in 
the SVR’s history. 

SVR chiefs said they have been 
‘overwhelmed’ by public support. 

The theme is hope at 
park community event 

THE Hope Not Hate charity is organ¬ 
ising a Christmas Get Together event 
in a Dudley park. 

The charitable trust, which aims to 
combat extremism by strengthening 
community cohesion, is holding the 
event in Grange Park on December 3, 
and it will run from 11am to 3pm. 

There will be live music, craft ac¬ 
tivities and games for children. Local 
traders and charities will also be run¬ 
ning stalls. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and 
he services Stourbridge & the 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


CloudylClear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


IT 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Trusted 
Trader 



All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

Z 0800 61 21118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f )0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Price rise 
that leaves 
consumer 
smarting 


MY bill from British Gas has just land¬ 
ed on the doormat, covering the period 
when the company we all love to hate im¬ 
posed its extortionate 15 per cent price 
rise. 

Interestingly, while the latest reading 
was taken from the “smart meter”, which 
gives exact readings by remote control, 
the company still found it necessary to 
estimate how much gas and electricity 
I had used before September 1, when 
the new charges came into force. Now if 
these meters are so smart, why couldn’t 
they have provided an accurate reading 
for the amount of energy used before the 
rise? 

I have no idea how accurate the esti¬ 
mate was - like a lot of you, I don’t have 
the time to sit there staring at the little 
black box to keep tabs on how much 
power the washing machine consumes 
on its fast spin cycle. But I would be very 
surprised if the estimate did not work in 
British Gas’s favour. It’s funny how these 
new smart meters tend to be at their 
smartest when it benefits the energy 
company. 


THE late 1980s were about as good as 
life in this country got. Sharp suits, fast 
cars and decent television programmes, 
a time when we had everything we need¬ 
ed - when a giant mobile phone was a 
harmless gimmick rather than something 
which turned youngsters into zombies. 

But for all the great things came out of 
that decade, I would suggest Hofmeister 
lager was not one of them. The flavour¬ 
less fizzy goo is best remembered for its 
adverts starring George the Bear, a leer¬ 
ing cockney in a shell suit and pork-pie 
hat. Incredibly, it is making a comeback. 
It was even voted the “best lager” in blind 
taste tests. Which is a bit like saying Ed¬ 
die the Eagle was our best ski jumper. 


IT SEEMS we have been hit by a bit of 
a crime wave, with offences in the West 
Midlands force area up by 14 per cent. 

Maybe it is to be expected, given we 
are now urged to report every bit of bad 
manners as a “hate crime”. 

What is revealing, though, is another 
set of figures showing areas of the West 
Midlands with the highest crime levels. 
As you would expect, central Birming¬ 
ham tops the list with 1,030 crimes in 
June, but it is the next bit that gets in¬ 
teresting. In second place is Dudley town 
centre, with 752 crimes - three quarters 
that of Birmingham - and in fifth place is 
Stourbridge, with 416 crimes. These two 
towns have both seen their police sta¬ 
tions closed to the public. A coincidence, 
I’m sure. 


Brown revelations, and redhead Anne sparks anger 



Sinking feeling - David Attenborough. Too 
much slow-mo and mood music on his show 


Not seeing sense - Gordon Brown. He has re¬ 
vealed he feared losing his eyesight as PM 


Seeing red - Anne Robinson, causing untold 
outrage in the shape of, how many tweets? 



Fine Dave, but forget 
the rhapsody in Blue 


THANKS for your messages about misused 
commas. I loved the police drink-drive cam¬ 
paign one Christmas with posters reading: 
“Don’t drink, take drugs and drive.” 

THESE days, criticising David Attenborough 
is the closest thing we have to heresy. But at 
risk of the rack and disembowelment, I think 
Blue Planet II (BBC1) overdoes the music and 
the slow-motion. 

I WAS surprised to learn this week that men¬ 
tal-health professionals in London estimate 
more than 11,000 people could experience 
“difficulties of some description” as a result of 
the Grenfell Tower fire. Do we give thanks that 
modern psychology can detect traumatic stress 
in so many individuals? Or do we simply wonder 
what’s going on? I am reminded of an interview 
I did with a lady recalling her experience of the 
1941 Blitz in Swansea, when she was nine. Her 
street took a direct hit. She and her family were 
buried in their cellar for hours. She emerged to 
learn that her best friend, also nine, had been 
killed in the house opposite. The next day she 
reported for school and her teacher asked why 
she was wearing plimsolls. The little girl ex¬ 
plained that her school shoes were buried in 
the rubble of her house. Kindly but firmly, the 
teacher said she should go back and look for 
her shoes, “because we don’t want Mr Hitler to 
think he’s winning.” That was then and Grenfell 
Tower is now, and I wonder what the Blitz gen¬ 
eration would make of it all. 

“I CANNOT work with you a moment longer.” 
With those words, bus operator Sydney Hardy 
closed his company in Somerset, leaving 27 
staff jobless. We can only guess at the stress 
that led to such a decision, but never underesti- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES ■ 
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mate the difficulties of employing other people. I 
have a friend who runs a small company. I once 
asked him what it’s like having 40 employees. 
“Like having 40 children,” he replied. 

NEW guidelines from the Good Housekeep¬ 
ing Institute say ice cream kept in the freezer 
for more than three months can lose its taste. 
Now, what taste would that be? Ice cream used 
to be tasty in about 1957 but the modern stuff is 
taste-free which probably explains why they’ve 
starting lacing the caramel varieties with that 
cheap, all-purpose flavour enhancer, salt. 

IN his memoirs out next week, former prime 
minister Gordon Brown speaks frankly about 
his failing sight. Pity he wasn’t so frank when he 
was in power. I recall showing him a newspaper 
with headlines about the state of the economy. 
He brushed the paper away with one hand. With 
hindsight, I realise Brown was hiding the fact 
that he couldn’t read it. At the time, it seemed a 
rude gesture from a very odd bloke. 

I AM amazed that any politician can defend 
fixed-odds gambling machines, the devices 
that can bankrupt a punter in a matter of hours. 
These infernal machines are Robin Hood in re¬ 
verse, robbing the poor to make the rich very 
rich indeed. One spokesman for the industry 
this week declared that if the maximum odds 
were greatly reduced, it would mean the closure 
of thousands of betting shops. And good rid¬ 
dance, too. 


BARRY Sheerman MP has been accused of 
snobbery for suggesting “better-educated peo¬ 
ple” voted to remain in the EU. But he is undeni¬ 
ably right. Brexit was never an intellectual exer¬ 
cise. It was a genuine working-class movement, 
the same sort of grass-roots uprising that gave 
us the welfare state and the NHS. And who is to 
say that the workers got it wrong and academia 
got it right? 

YOU could just as well argue that those ex¬ 
posed to Britain’s lefty-liberal education system 
for longest were thoroughly indoctrinated in an 
ivory-tower view of the EU, while people living 
and working in the real world saw it for what it 
was. A modern-languages professor in London 
won’t hold the same opinion as a self-employed 
electrician in Wisbech. The first rejoices in Eu¬ 
rope’s rich culture. The second sees his jobs 
being taken by Polish workers. In last year’s 
referendum we did not vote on the basis of our 
exam results or IQ. We each took our own life 
experiences to the ballot box, and a majority 
wanted to be out rather than in. 

MEANWHILE, here’s a lesson in how to cre¬ 
ate lots of offence from virtually nothing. From 
the Daily Telegraph website: “Anne Robinson 
has caused widespread outrage after saying 
women nowadays are ‘fragile’ and unable to 
deal with sexual harassment in the workplace.” 
So what is the evidence for this “widespread 
outrage”? A million women marching on Robin¬ 
son’s office, perhaps? An internet poll signed by 
tens of thousands of the outraged? Not exactly. 
The Telegraph’s “widespread outrage” was four 
tweets from Radio 4 listeners. 
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Just the 
ticket to 
drive me 
off road 

The last time I did it, R Kelly was num¬ 
ber one in the charts with Ignition, while at 
the cinema the film “Finding Nemo” had 
just been released in the United States. 

I can’t say I found it an enjoyable ex¬ 
perience but at the time, it was a case of 
needs must. 

These days, to me, driving is definite¬ 
ly something other people do, which is 
just as well as after all this time it would 
be unreasonable to assume that the fin¬ 
er points of the rules of the road have 
stayed the same. 

I was reminded how rapidly such a 
mundane activity can change by a press 
release listing 10 rules drivers might have 
forgotten or did not know. 

Many motorists might know they are 
not legally allowed to flash their lights 
to give way to others, but how many 
would be able to say that letting pets out 
of the car if it has broken down on the 
hard shoulder is a no-no according to the 
Highway Code? 

Similarly, it’s widely known that splash¬ 
ing a pedestrian is an offence, but how 
about this: paying with a phone at a 
drive-through takeaway is against the 
law unless the engine is switched off and 
handbrake applied. 

Talking of pedestrians, pavements 
these days are turning into an area that 
could benefit from an on-foot equivalent 
of the Highway Code. Cyclists, mobility 
scooters, pushchairs, skateboarders, de¬ 
livery vans ... all are jostling for space on 
pavements and in pedestrianised areas 
where space is limited by A-boards, lamp 
posts, benches, and planters etc. 

It’s a wonder pedestrians can even get 
to where they want to, without an un¬ 
pleasant confrontation or serious injury, 
but even they can cause problems. 

Consider the ‘shall we dance?’ ritual 
as people walking towards each other 
step to the same side to let the other one 
pass. How about a ‘keep left’ rule seeing 
as that’s the side we drive on in Britain? 

And what about the formation walking 
teams who stroll along three or even four 
abreast, forcing those behind them to 
attract their attention so they can pass 
without stepping into the road? Let’s see 
a ‘leave enough space for overtaking’ rule 
to deal with that one. And when leaving a 
shop, try looking both ways to avoid col¬ 
lisions with other pavement users. 

It’s enough to make you want to get 
behind the wheel again. On second 
thoughts though, is it worth having to 
look out for those pesky pedestrians day 
in day out? Whether on foot or driving, 
let’s be more considerate to each other, 
shall we? Until then, everyone get out of 
the way, I’ve got a bus to catch! 

STEVE PARLETT 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
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Blame game of belligerent Brexiteers 

WHEN I voted to stay in the EU, I was population of the country voted and other and everybody else for the esca- 
voting for economic stability, security, even then it was almost a 50-50 split - lating chaos. 

international friendship, and the long- hardly an overwhelming majority. Leaving the EU and following Boris 

term preservation of peace. I think more accurately that it Johnson’s stated aim of a ‘deregulated 

And what have Mr Farrage’s divi- represented the people’s confusion; society’ will open the doors to more ze- 
sive machinations brought us? Insta- bamboozled by the Remainers with ro-hours contracts, unrestricted rent 
bility, insecurity, stress, tensions, and their over-complicated arguments rises, more job insecurity, erosion of 
a slow-growing animosity between and duped by the Leavers with their workers’ rights and more money in 
sections of the community within the one-issue immigration smokescreen fewer pockets. 

United Kingdom and across Europe. and their hollow, meaningless Trump- Only the Liberal Democrats have 
I am tired of hearing the hard-line like ‘give-us-our-country-back’ slogans, had the courage to stand up and say 
Brexiteers incessantly repeating like Now that more and more facts and ‘If we get power we shall stay in the 
demented parrots‘The referendum re- undesirable consequences are surfac- European Union’, 
fleeted the clear will of the British peo- ing, the Brexiteers are becoming more ROBERT PERRY RBSA 

pie’ when in fact only two thirds of the extreme and belligerent, blaming each Stourbridge 


Bugged by 

ecological 

concerns 

ACCORDING to a report, 
there has been at least a 
75 per cent drop in insect 
pollination over the last 30 
years. 

I am in my late 60s and 
remember seeing insect 
splattered windscreens fol¬ 
lowing long car journeys. On 
late summer nights if win¬ 
dows were left open, lots of 
moths would fly in seeking 
the light. This has not been 
the case for many years. 

Insects are crucial as a 
food source for many spe¬ 
cies whose numbers have 
dwindled as a consequence. 
Extremely important too is 
their role in pollination of 
fruit trees and many other 
food crops. 

Surely one of the main 
causes of this decline must 
be insecticides. There is still 
a big debate on the use of 
the more recent develop¬ 
ment of neonicotinoids, are 
they affecting honey bees? 

It makes you wonder why 
nobody really thought about 
the consequences. 

AVRIL FERRIER 
Stourbridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Gueen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Warning after an 
attack by vicious dog 

MAY I thank the kind lady who came to my rescue when 
my dog was viciously attacked by another dog as I was 
walking along the Stourbridge Road in Halesowen, near 
Short Cross petrol station, on October 30. 

My dog was badly bitten and would have been more 
severely wounded without her timely intervention as the 
young girl who was with the dog was worse than useless. 
The dog (a brindle Staffie type) was wearing a totally inad¬ 
equate collar which snapped open under strain. In over 40 
years owning and walking dogs I have never seen so vicious 
an attack. I would also ask this lady, who evidently knew 
the girl, to contact the owner. I do not know this dog’s his¬ 
tory but it should not be allowed out in public without a 
muzzle. I would like to warn other dog walkers to be aware. 

JILL BODDY 

Halesowen 


Rainbows 
praise train 
courtesy 

CAN I please thank every¬ 
one who on Wednesday, Oc¬ 
tober 18, gave up their seats 
to a group of Rainbows on 
the 17.45 (in reality 18.15), 
train from Cradley Heath to 
Stourbridge. 

We had been on a trip but 
hadn’t taken into account 
that autumn phenomenon, 
leaves on the track, so had 
had to wait half an hour 
at Cradley to get on a very 
packed train with 15 five to 
six-years-olds. 

People were so lovely and 
proved there are far more 
good people about than are 
given credit for. Every girl 
was given a seat so they 
could all stay together and 
be by their leaders by people 
who’d been at work all day, 
had waited possibly longer 
than 30 minutes and wanted 
to get home. The same help 
applied on the Shuttle. 

Many thanks everyone, 
you were a great example to 
the girls. 

HEATHER 
CRUICKSHANKS 
Norton Guider 



OJou/r QocaQ fauimitutie Qkowtiootn 


MADE TO MEASURE 
SOFAS & CHAIRS 

Any Fabrics, Any Size. 

Bring in your measurements and we can make it for you. 


Sofa Style, Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye. DY9 8RD Tel: 01384 892018 

U 


www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 


Mon-Sat 10 am-4 pm 
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GET A QUOTE 
TODAY 

01384 482662 
07802 451232 






• BEAUTIFUL BEDROOMS • VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 
• FAMILY RUN BUSINESS • FULL DESIGN & FITTING 
• WE VISIT YOU OR COME ALONG 
TO OUR SHOWROOM IN BRIERLEY HILL 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B facebookj 


. HUGE RANGE OF STYLES 

www.martyn4newideas.co.uk 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


CONTEMPORARY 
& ELEGANT 

Bi-fold doors 
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC 

From £1800 fitted 


f 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TODAY 



Full Range of the 
Latest Composite Doors 
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ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 

Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
installer of quality windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 


MISTED 

Replacements, 
Glass cut to size... 
Telephone today 
Free Quotation 

01384 571217 



Design & Service 
You Can Trust! 


[MnTol JUTS fsfis \ v /ffrra lYFTTl IdWt! 11173. TMsIofnltoJnrsE (T)f|^TLF!i fsTntol MS ftoiotew 


Fax: 01384 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.uk www.enterpriseglazing.co.uk 
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Top Quality 
Affordable Prices 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 


Make the right choice for your 
new windows, conservatories, 
orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure 
salesmen, it has had the same owner 
since it opened in 1989. 

Call them now for your FREE no 
obligation quotations. 

Our visit takes approximately 
20-30 minutes 


CARERA 


The , 


Pleased 
to have 
worked 
with 


the big build 




Established 


sJ 


1989 


Windows. Doors. Porches 
Orangeries. Conservatories 


© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 
© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 


Any Conservatory (Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 

includes: 

© Brick Built Base / Dwarfwall 
© Heating Systems © Electrics © Tiled Flooring 

© Window & Door Blinds including VAT 


From 


Introducing the next generation 
of windows and doors. 


The Lugano Collection 

These world class products meet the highest standards of performance. These 
include all the features that today's homeowners want. Outstanding energy 
efficiency, sound insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 


King the 

rec °niinendecl 

Company 

IUOW! 


II 


01384 442 490 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 
































Teenage soldier honoured 
61 years after his death 


A TEENAGE soldier who died 
more than six decades ago 
is to finally be recognised for 
his service and sacrifice. 

Joseph Anthony Hawker, of 
Brierley Hill, was one of almost 
400 British servicemen who died 
fighting insurgents in Cyprus in 
1956. 

Conscripted, Private Hawker was 
one of a group of soldiers hurriedly 
sent to the then-British colony to 
help the island’s police deal with the 
National Organisation of Cypriot 
Fighters. But during an operation to 
capture the group’s leader Georgios 
Grivas, Private Hawker died in a fire 
caused by a mortar bomb. 

The 19-year-old’s death was discov¬ 
ered by his family living in Brierley 
Hill in a newspaper report. 

Now Keith Hawker, the one surviv¬ 
ing sibling of Private Hawker’s seven 
brothers and sisters, will receive The 
Elizabeth Cross on his behalf. It was 
being presented by John Crabtree 
OBE, The Lord Lieutenant of the West 
Midlands, in Dudley. 

Emotional 

Mr Hawker, aged 76, said: “It will be 
a very emotional day for me. 

“It will bring some closure to his 
death, it is just so sad I’m the only one 
left in the family to finally see it. It is 
a big shame this did not come many 
years ago.” 

Joseph Hawker was born in Lower 
Valley Road in Brierley Hill and at¬ 
tended Hawbush School. He left aged 
15 and went to work for Stuart Glass¬ 
works in Brierley Hill. But he was 
called up to national service in 1956, 
joining hundreds of serviceman to 
serve in the four-year Cyprus Emer¬ 
gency. As part of the 3rd Battalion 
Parachute Regiment, his job was to 
assist police against the National Or- 



Keith Hawker will receive the Eliza¬ 
beth Cross on behalf of his brother 


ganisation of Cypriot Fighters. But in 
an operation named Lucy Alphonse, 
when British troops had the group and 
its leader pinned down in woodland, 
Private Hawker died in a fierce fire 
started by an explosion. He had only 
been called up four months before. 

He as buried at Wayne’s Keep, the 
British Military Cemetery on the is¬ 
land. 

His brother said: “I was 14 at the 
time and I heard about his death while 
coming back from Brierley Hill on the 
bus. We saw my sister and she said in 
the newspaper they were reporting 
that he was one of 19 soldiers who had 
died. We were devastated. Only weeks 



Private Joseph Hawker, 19, pictured 
shortly before his death in Cyprus 


before he had written a letter saying 
he was enjoying serving on the island.” 

He added: “At the time the neigh¬ 
bours in the street raised money to 
bring his body home. But the Red 
Cross would not allow it, so the money 
was used instead to purchase an organ 
in his name for the church in Hawbush 
Road.” The organ was later removed. 

Private Hawker had seven siblings 
- Derrick, Keith, Gordon, Christine, 
Cynthia, Stephanie and Janet. 

The Elizabeth Cross is given to the 
next of kin of members of the British 
Armed Forces killed in action or as a 
result of a terrorist attack. 


Hagley Kite h e n s 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care ^ 



"A reatiy handsome Kitchen. 

...beautiful Bosch appliances and a super 'Boiling-water Tap' 
completed on time without any problems at a I I'Vauiine Burgess, Dmitwich 


"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 

...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Walters, Hasbury 

Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank You.'' Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 





VERY 


— Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


No deposits or stage payments, you only pay 
when the installation has been completed 


Windows, Doors, 
Conservatories, 
Orangeries, Porches, 
Fascias and 
Soffit Boards ^ 


Visit one of the largest conservatory 
and window shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON NOVEMBER INSTALLATIONS 
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..WITH BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 36 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we can offer 

all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


QUOTATION 


WILL BEAT ANY LIKE 

(*T&C’s apply) - 


For more information call us now on 

Freephone 

0800 085 8518 

or visit our website at www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 

Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Showroom Opening Hours Monday - Thursday 10am - 6pm, Friday 10am - 5pm, Saturday 9am - 4pm, Closed Sunday 
**Authorised and regulated by the financial conduct authority. We are a credit broker not a lender. We offer credit facillities from one lender. 
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Glasses lost on buses 
help people in Africa 


THEY make up just a fraction of the 
thousands of items left every year 
on buses across the West Midlands. 
However, the glasses and sunglass¬ 
es currently in the lost property de¬ 
partment of National Express West 
Midlands are being put to good use. 

Glasses left behind by passenger 
are always handed into lost property 
teams in the hope that they can be 
reunited with their owners. But if 
they remain unclaimed are donated 
to an international charity. 

Linda Brian is based at the bus op¬ 
erator’s Birmingham Central garage 
and it is part of her job to regularly 
collect the unclaimed glasses from 
across the company’s garages in the 
Black Country and Birmingham. 

She hands them over to Lions 
Club International, which sort and 
clean the spectacles, which are as¬ 
sessed and shipped out to Lions Club 
colleagues across Africa. They then 
match the prescription glasses to 
local people suffering from a variety 
of sight issues. The glasses are given 


to those in need completely free of 
charge. 

Brigette Green, Birmingham of¬ 
fice branch manager for Lions Club 
International, said the glasses were 
invaluable for the charity’s work 
in Africa. She said anyone who has 
lost glasses on buses throughout 
the West Midlands could at least be 
consoled with the thought that they 
were being put to good use in a dif¬ 
ferent part of the world. 

She said: “We simply cannot get 
hold of enough of these glasses and 
National Express West Midlands is 
our biggest supporter by far, really 
making a huge difference to so many 
people. In this, our centennial year, 
Lions Club International aims to do¬ 
nate one million pairs of glasses to 
Africa. 

Linda Brian, at National Express 
West Midlands, said glasses are 
stored for a decent period to enable 
the owner to claim them. “We all 
know just how expensive these pre¬ 
scription glasses are,” she added. 



Linda Brian and Jack Turrell from National Express with Brigitte Green, of Lions Club International 


Carillion sells £13m 
development assets 
to Richardson family 

THE Black Country-based Richardson family has 
snapped up some of the assets of struggling construction 
group Carillion. 

Wolverhampton-headquartered Carillion is selling off 
parts of its operation as it seeks to re-build its finances in 
the wake of a massive fall in share value after revealing 
a £1.15 billion half-year loss. 

The group has now sold its 67 per cent shareholding 
in property development company Ask Real Estate and 
a 50 per cent stake in separate entity Ask Carillion De¬ 
velopments, for £13.8 million to Dukehill. 

Shopping 

Based in Oldbury, Dukehill has a £60.8m-turnover and 
specialises in commercial and residential property devel¬ 
opment. It is owned by the Richardson family, headed 
by surviving twin Roy, who were the original developers 
and owners of the Merry Hill Shopping Centre. 

Of the £13.8m, £lm is dependent on the sale of 100 
Embankment in Salford, to be paid by Dukehill within 
five business days of signing the sale documentation. 

Carillion has appointed a new chief executive Andrew 
Davies, currently chief executive of Wates Group, to lead 
its turn around. 


Police say 
they need 
£l.3bn to 
fight crime 

POLICE forces need an extra £1.3 billion to 
tackle terrorism and a surge in offences, ac¬ 
cording to crime chiefs. 

The Association of Police and Crime Commission¬ 
ers (APPC) said an extra £440 million would be re¬ 
quired in 2018/19 and £845m more in the following 
financial year. 

The extra money would pay for 5,000 more officers 
to deal with new types of 
crime, as well as an addi¬ 
tional 1,100 armed police. 

The calls have been 
backed by Labour West 
Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamie¬ 
son and his Conservative 
Staffordshire counterpart, 

Matthew Ellis. The plea 
comes following funding 
cuts since 2010. 

The Government agreed 
to protect overall spending 
in the 2015 spending review 
but the way that money is 
allocated means some forces 
are likely to lose out. 

Stretched 

Paddy Tipping, the 
APCC’s finance deputy 
lead, said: “The police work¬ 
force has been reduced by 
nearly 19 per cent over the 
last seven years and at a 
time when the population is 
growing and the sheer com¬ 
plexity of policing is increas¬ 
ing. It is clear more funding 
is required.” 

Mr Tipping, who is Not¬ 
tinghamshire crime com¬ 
missioner, added: “The 
police have had to respond 
to horrific terrorist acts 
and unprecedented levels 
of demand at our control 
rooms and, increasingly, we 
know that officers and staff, 
whose work we all value 
so greatly, have become 
stretched like never before. 

A lack of investment will 
lead to increases in crime.” 

Mr Jamieson said crime 
was rising. 

“West Midlands Police 
has faced £145 million cuts 
since 2010,” he said. “If 
the Government values the 
safety of the public they 



Amber Rudd - critical 


need to give forces the re¬ 
sources they need.” 

Mr Ellis wants Govern¬ 
ment to allow commission¬ 
ers to increase council tax 
above the two per cent cap. 

Home Secretary Amber 
Rudd has faced a backlash 
after telling police bosses 
to focus on cutting crime 
instead of lobbying the Gov¬ 
ernment for more money. 

She called on police and 
crime commissioners to 
tell residents how they will 
make them safer, rather 
than calling for extra cash. 

“When crime stats go up, 
I don’t just want to see you 
reaching for a pen to write 
a press release asking for 
more money from the Gov¬ 
ernment,” she said. 

Her comments were crit¬ 
icised by Commissioner 
Jamieson. He said: “Amber 
Rudd’s outburst is truly in¬ 
credible. The Home Secre¬ 
tary is ignoring the evidence 
from Chief Constables work¬ 
ing on the frontline to pro¬ 
tect people. We are doing all 
we can to keep our streets 
safe, but it is much harder 
with dwindling budgets and 
fewer officers.” 


FINAL WEEK - EVERYTHING REDUCED! 


STYLISH 
LIVING & 

MASSIVE CHOICE 

(ousins 


LIVING ROOM 


MULTI EMILLION 
CLEARANCE EVENT 

Everything must be cleared, doors close this Sunday 5pm 


SAVE AT LEAST 65% 

£929 £373 
£4209 £1858 
£7259 £2735 
£4299 £554 

£+599 £789 
£3029 £985 
FROM £39 

£5499 £2485 


BEDROOM 


BEDS 






£999 £598 
FROM £79 

SAVE 65% 
FROM £48 

FROM £99 
£4549 £726 
£99 £44 

£449 £199 
fr Parker Knoll 


(ousins 


STOCK IS 
MOVING FAST, 

HURRY FINAL WEEK! 

If you're thinking of buying any 
item of furniture, then don't 
miss this great opportunity! 

Make us a reasonable offer and save 
on many one off bargains that won't be 
repeated, including the leading brand 
names, for immediate delivery. 

There's also massive discounts on all 
made to order items, so you can choose 
exactly what suits your home. 

This event offers a great opportunity 
to save up to 70% on an unrivalled 
selection of furniture, carpets, beds and 
homewares that must be cleared, 
doors close this Sunday 5pm . 

+ ORDER NOW FOR + 
PRE-CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 

at lower than January Sale prices! 


■ HA LO OtMMAI TEMPUR 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


DINING ROOM 


£+449 £475 

£2279 £994 
£399 £199 
FROM £78 
£4499 £375 
£2949 £1278 
£829 £379 
£4209 £476 
£4499 £675 


FLOORING 


UP TO 80% OFF 

pi 4 m ? fQ m 2 
IS I O III L7 m 

SAVE UP TO 70% 

£479 £199 


HOMEWARES 


FROM £59 

SAVE 60% 
FROM £19 
FROM £4 


DTRESTA 


H ♦* 


Established 1985 


Birmingham Dudley 

Warwick Road, Hall Street 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 

1 Free parking • Instore restaurant • Large stocks* Immediate delivery 


DDirr Our price promise 
rr\IV-C to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten on price! * 
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1.5L SLOW 

COOK 

ONLY £10 

CONVECTION 

HEATER 

ONLY £10 

3 BAR HALOGEN 
HEATERS 

2 FOR £10 
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ELGENTO STAINLESS 
STEEL KETTLE 
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PIFCO WET AND 
DRY VAC 

ONLY £10 





BLUETOOTH DISCO 
BALL SPEAKER 

ONLY £10 


tlgento 




ELGENTO CANDY 
CATCHER 

ONLY £10 



DIGITAL 

CAMCORDER 

ONLY £10 


PIFCO 

STEAMER 

ONLY £10 



ELGENTO 

IRON 

ONLY £10 
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PIFCO 6 IN I 
STEAM MOP 

ONLY £20 


PIFCO WINDO 
WAC 

ONLY £20 


(OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE) 

SWAN RETRO 
KETTLE 


ELGENTO 9L 
MINI OVEN 


ONLY £20 ONLY £20 
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SIGNATURE 

CARMEN FOOT SPA 

BELDRAY 

MICROWAVE 

BY SAMATHA 

UPRIGHT 

ONLY £25 

ONLY £25 

ONLY £25 


Swan 


(OTHER COLOURS AVAILABLE) 

SWAN RETRO 2 
SLICE TOASTER 

ONLY £20 
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PIFC0 4 IN I 
HAND VAC 

ONLY £20 

AKAI 



SWAN INSTANT 
KETTLE 




a 


MORPHY RICHARDS 
SENSOR BINS 


AKAI USB 
TURNTABLE 


ONLY £25 ONLY £25 ONLY £25 
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MANY MORE 


OFFERS INSTORE 
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Kettle and Toaster Man 

TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Unit 2C, Albion Works, Moor St., Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 3SZ 

Tel: 01384 483 286 

Est. Over 20 Years * OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Sat 8am-12pm 


We specialise in finding you 
the best deals available 
on daily basis. We stock 
electrical and other amazing 
retail products at up to 
90% off the normal retail 
selling price. 



i 


Offers expire 19th November 2017. T&C’s apply 

















































































































Talk on future of 
beacon beauty spot 

TONIGHT (Thursday) the past, present and future of a 
beauty spot between Wolverhampton and Dudley will be 
the subject of a talk. 

Conservation manager of Birmingham and Black Coun¬ 
try Wildlife Trust, Simon Atkinson, will speak about 
Sedgley Beacon and it’s historic features, including the 
Victorian tower, at St Andrew’s Church in Bilston Street, 
Sedgley, at 7.30pm. 

From a vantage point on the beacon it is possible to get a 
view across the Black Country, Wolverhampton into Staf¬ 
fordshire and, on a clear day, as far away as Wales. 

Heritage 

Mr Atkinson will be telling Sedgley Local History Society 
about the wildlife trust’s bid to turn Sedgley Beacon into 
a major green attraction. They are jointly applying with 
Dudley Council to the Heritage Lottery Fund to support 
plans for enhancing and protecting the site. 

The talk is free for members of the society (£5 annual 
membership) and costs £1 for visitors. 


Work for the new 
Metro line is on track 



Work taking place to clear the route for the Metro trams 

WORK to clear a disused railway track ahead of the open¬ 
ing of a new Midland Metro line extension to Dudley is 
continuing. 

This picture shows contractors for the Midland Metro 
Alliance working on a stretch of the former South Stafford¬ 
shire railway line near Dudley Port railway station. 

They are clearing vegetation from the track, last used by 
passengers in 1965 and officially closed in 1993.The track 
will form part of the Midland Metro Line from Wednesbury 
to Brierley Hill. 

A Midland Metro Alliance spokesman said: “Preliminary 
works are currently taking place, which involve Network 
Rail being on site to remove the existing rails. This is re¬ 
quired as the tramway will operate using different track 
than the previous heavy rail line.” 

The £200m line will feature 17 stops between Wednes¬ 
bury and Brierley Hill town centre, including The Black 
Country Living Museum, Dudley Zoo and Castle. 

The seven-mile route is expected to open to passengers in 
2023, with trams operating up to ever six minutes during 
busy periods. 

Veteran fly the flag 
councillor dies at 80 

A VETERAN councillor who represented a South Stafford¬ 
shire village for more than 40 years has died, aged 80. 

Councillor Bryn Whitehouse joined Essington Parish 
Council in 1973 and served on the district council. Paying 
tribute, Councillor David Clifft said: “He was one of our 
community’s great characters.” 

Councillor Whitehouse, a great-grandfather, flew the flag 
of St George from a 25ft pole on his front drive every day 
for almost half a century. He made one exception for the 
American flag on the election of President Barack Obama 
with the flag coming from Essington, Pennsylvania. 


There will be no let up in 
fines, savs council boss 


A COUNCIL boss in Dudley 
has insisted there will be no 
let up in parking fines af¬ 
ter nearly 4,000 were issued 
across the borough in three 
months. 

A total of 3,796 parking charge no¬ 
tices were handed out in Dudley be¬ 
tween July and September, putting 


£82,225 into the council coffers. More 
were issued for parking violations in 
Dudley town centre’s Castle Street 
than anywhere else in the borough. 

Councillor Karen Shakespeare, 
environment boss at Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, said: “Parking restrictions are in 
place across the borough and serve 
an important purpose in ensuring our 
roads are as safe and free flowing as 
they can be. 


“If drivers ignore these restrictions 
or park illegally they must expect to 
receive a fine. 

“Illegal parking is a persistent prob¬ 
lem across the borough and some¬ 
thing that residents bring to their 
local councillors on a daily basis . 

“Money generated from parking 
fines is ring-fenced to go back into the 
upkeep of the roads and improving 
road safety.” 


Church buildings 
officer appointed 

A NEW church buildings officer has been appointed to 
support religious leaders who are planning changes at 
their places of worship. 

Mark Carter has been brought in by the Diocese of 
Worcester and will work with officials across Dudley and 
Worcester when they want to make changes to church 
buildings and churchyards. He previously worked as the 
operations manager at Hereford Cathedral. 

Mr Carter said: “I am used to the processes involved 
in seeking approval for works on ecclesiastical buildings. 
I am looking forward to moving from a single site to 
working throughout the diocese and gaining a better 
understanding of the range of ways in which parish 
churches are used.” 


SAVE UP TO 75%! SOME AT COST PRICE... OR LESS! 

! ■ A 

II STOCK MUST GO! 

! 1 

10 REASONARLE OFFER REFUSED! 


LLIAM&SONS Lounge I Leather I Dining I Living I Bedrooms I Beds 

STOCK CIIARANCE 


3 BAYS ONLY, THIS FBIDAY, SATURDAY i SUNDAY.. DON’T MISS OUR MANY INCREDIBLE BARGAINS! 


“We urgently need to make room for our exciting new 2018 furniture collections. All this WEEKEND we're selling off large quantities of our 
showroom & warehouse stock including lounge, leather, living & bedroom furniture, beds, sofa beds & bedframes! 

These items are all available for immediate collection or delivery* and are so keenly priced they won't stay around for long! si? 



GUARANTEED Christmas delivery at lower than January Sale Prices! 


Alstons Baker #bardi 


a> 


Lfbus Myu& rauch 






Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T.01384 77444 CLEARANCE TIMES: Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

All offers are subject to availability. Clearance & Christmas Delivery items clearly marked in-store. Delivery charge applies. E&OE. 
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“Rehab rather 
than jail for 
drug abuser 

A 25-year-old whose life has been 
blighted by drug taking has been 
spared jail to help him beat the habit. 

Kirt Nash has developed mental 
health issues as a result of drug abuse 
and had left him homeless, a judge 
heard. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court was 
told that Nash was sitting on the kerb 
in Gibbons Lane, Kingswinford, when 
a young woman walked by on April 6. 
He suddenly ran towards her clutch¬ 
ing a sharpened sliver of plastic and 
told the horrified victim he was going 
to stab her. Fortunately she managed 
to flee from him without injury, said 
Mr Ekwall Tiwana, prosecuting. Nash 
was arrested the following day after 
being caught stealing a sandwich from 
a branch of Greggs. He still had the 
sharp piece of plastic on his person. 

Mr Simon Williams, defending, ex¬ 
plained: “He has got mental health 
issues as a result of his use of illicit 
substances but does not seem mature 
enough to approach the appropriate 
authorities for assistance.” 

Nash had denied threatening a per¬ 
son with a blade but was convicted 
after a trial. Recorder Kevin Hegarty 
QC told him: “You need support to 
help you.” Nash was given a 12 month 
community order with rehabilitation. 
Time in jail on remand meant he had 
already served the equivalent of 12 
months behind bars. 

Diwali dance show is 
a celebration of light 

JAIVANT Patel Dance bring a cel¬ 
ebration of the festival of Diwali in 
dance to Wolverhampton University’s 
city centre Arena Theatre on Satuday 
night. Diwali Utsav: Sitaron Ke Sang 
celebrates the triumph of light over 
darkness, good over evil. Tickets cost 
£12 (£10 concessions) for the 7.30pm 
show. See wlv.ac.uk/arena-theatre 


School backed by protection 
consultant over toilet CCTV 


Fantasy cakes are out of this world 



Rose Macefield, of Rose Marie’s Cakes and Sugarcraft in Coseley with her cakes, including Dobby from Harry Potter and ET 


FROM ET to Guardians Of The Gal¬ 
axy - incredible cakes made in the 
Black Country were on show when 
Cake International was held at the 
NEC, Birmingham, at the weekend. 

Amelia Mason, owner of Shuga 
Budz in Tettenhall, displayed a four- 
tier Batman theme cake in the celebra¬ 
tion cake category. 

Also taking cakes to the event was 
Rose Macefield, who runs cake deco¬ 


rating shop Rose Marie’s Cakes and 
Sugarcraft in Coseley. 

She was also holding an author’s 
stand for her book Sensational 
Sculpted Cakes. 

Dobby 

But that has not stopped her bring¬ 
ing her latest creations Dobby the 
House Elf and Fawkes the Phoenix 
from Harry Potter, a Niftier from Fan¬ 


tastic Beasts and Groot from Guardi¬ 
ans of the Galaxy. 

Since decorating her first cake in 
2007, Rose has gone onto win Overall 
Best in Show at Cake International in 
2013 and at Cake Masters in 2014. 

Mrs Macefield, aged 43, said: “I’m 
bringing along cakes to show students 
what they can achieve. 

“I meet a lot of beginners who think 
they cannot do that, but they can.” 


INSTALLING cameras in a Dudley school’s toilets was ‘an 
extreme measure’ but one that will help tackle bullying, ac¬ 
cording to a child protection expert. 

The move by Summerhill School in Kingswinford to install CCTV in 
the toilets has proved divisive with some parents criticising the school. 

Headteacher James Bowkett said the cameras had been installed following 
‘disappointing behaviour’, and ‘were not pointed in sensitive areas’. 

Now independent child protection 
consultant Joanna Nicolas has come 
out in defence of the CCTV move. She 
said it was a sad indictment of some 
pupils’ behaviour but if the school felt 
the measures were needed then the 
decision should be backed. 

Ms Nicolas said: “I think it’s a sad 
day in a way but the school has clearly 
got a good reason for doing it. 

Difficult 



“We can get hysterical about this 
and think children are going to be 
filmed but that isn’t going to happen. 
What we know is that children are bul¬ 
lied and abused in private places. 

“We don’t want cameras pointing 
at toilets but if we have to go to these 
extreme measures to protect children 
then that is what we have to do. It’s a 
sad day when a school has to do this 
but unfortunately they are dealing 
with more and more difficult behav¬ 
iour.” 

Sixty-six per cent of 1,000 voters 
who took part in a poll by The Chron¬ 
icle’s sister newspaper the Express & 
Star poll said installing the cameras in 
toilets was the wrong move. 

Mr Bowkett added: “I must stress 
this is to allow us to monitor who is 
entering and leaving the communal 
areas and I can reassure parents no 
cameras are directed towards sensitive 
areas including cubicles or urinals.” 


SHOWBIZ and sports stars will help 
celebrate a Black Country charity’s 
six-year mission to support families 
battling cancer. 

Celebrities will visit to Wolver¬ 
hampton for Balls To Cancer’s glit¬ 
tering Christmas gala event, paying 
tribute to the Coseley-based charity’s 
fight to raise awareness of male can¬ 
cer. Sue Bates, who co-founded the 
charity with husband Mark, said: “It’s 
all about having a good time and cele¬ 
brating our year.” 

The event at Ramada Park Hall 
Hotel will include a Christmas din¬ 
ner on November 17, with guests in¬ 
cluding comedians Tommy Cannon 
and Paul Chuckle, former Wolves 
striker Mel Eves, Sandra Martins 
of TV’s Gogglebox , Jamie Reed and 
Jade Lewis, from The Only Way is 
Essex, and former Wolves star Jamie 
O’Hara. For information or to buy 
tickets, £40, visit ballstocancer.co.uk 


CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131- 
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Taking a Peaky at show’s premiere 


IT is the television drama that put the 
Black Country and Birmingham firm¬ 
ly on the showbiz map - and now it is 
back with a bang. 

Gangster thriller Peaky Blinders re¬ 
turns for a fourth series on BBC Two 
on Wednesday. 

A celebrity premiere, attracting 
many of the big cast names, took place 
in Birmingham last wek. Cillian Mur¬ 
phy, Helen McCrory, Paul Anderson 
and newcomer Aidan Gillen, from 
Game of Thrones, walked the red car¬ 
pet at the Cineworld in Broad Street. 

Invited guests watched a screening 
of the first episode from the fourth 
series. A question and answer session 
then took place with the cast. 

Filming took place at the Black 
Country Living Museum in Dudley 
during the summer. 



Fans get a selfie with Cillian Murphy, who plays Thomas Shelby in Peaky Blinders 


Speeding driver in 
road ban walks free 


A SHOPKEEPER who was 
caught speeding in his 
Mercedes despite being 
banned from the road has 
been freed by top judges. 

Ahjaz Ali was locked up for 
seven months at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court in September. 

The 60-year-old admitted fraud 
and doing acts tending and intending 
to pervert the course of justice, Mr 
Justice Green told London’s Appeal 
Court. 

Ali, who first passed his driving test 
at the age of 53, had his licence revoked 
in September 2010 after he admitted 
driving without due care and atten¬ 
tion. But on May 14, 2014 he took out 
an online insurance policy declaring he 


had a full UK driving licence and no 
motoring convictions or fixed penalty 
notices. Ali, of Highland Road, Cradley 
Heath was then recorded speeding on 
two occasions on January 20 and sent 
a notice of intended prosecution. 

He did not respond and, when a re¬ 
minder was sent, he identified some¬ 
one else as the driver. 

The police and DVLA became sus¬ 
picious and Ali admitted in police in¬ 
terview that he had been driving the 
Mercedes on both occasions. He gave 
the false information because he knew 
his licence had been revoked and ‘pan¬ 
icked’. 

The judge who jailed Ali said he was 
‘aware that, had he provided accurate 
information to the police, it would 
have been discovered he was banned 
from driving’. 


He was, however, of previous good 
character and had a ‘high-standing in 
the community’, the court heard. 

Ali’s lawyers argued his jail term 
should have been suspended. 

They pointed to him being the 
owner of a shop which opens from 8am 
to 8pm, seven days a week. 

Mr Justice Green ruled: “There 
were strong reasons for considering 
that immediate custody was not neces¬ 
sary and a suspended sentence would 
suffice. The judge failed sufficiently 
to address alternatives to immediate 
custody. 

“The appeal is therefore allowed,” 
said the judge, sitting with Lord Jus¬ 
tice Simon and Judge Mark Brown. 

He concluded: “A sentence of six 
months imprisonment, suspended for 
12 months, is imposed.” 
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I’m desperate for a NEW BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of other reputable companies but their prices are too high! CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

FACELIFTS 


A fresh approach 
to a new kitchen 



U/Ay replace 
wbei/\ you 
cojt\ reface? 


• Trusted reputation 
• Made to measure custom-built doors 

and units 

• Door swaps to full kitchens - 
tailored to your needs 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 


DREAM DOORS* 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Call Gary For a Free Estimate 


View our credentials on 

Check* fdcie.umi 


01384 375 224 dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 



gutters 


lEtfSCiftSiNEEDl 


GUTTERS FULL 


RERLTOEDTAND 


BTF Supply and Fit Gutters, Fascias and Soffits. 


We can also clean and fix leaking Gutters Fascias Systems 


BTF 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
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RflDQUPU PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 
D U n U fl U n DY 2 OQU • 01 384 571 879 

Gas & Electrical Superstore 


OPEN MON-SAT 9.30AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 10.00AM - 4PM 



Integrated Appliances 



INTEGRATED WASHING 
MACHINES 


INTEGRATED 

FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 



FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 
VALID UNTIL 

SUNDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2017 


4 


BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1 -41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


www.borshchelectric.co.uk I l^sT 



Seville, Mijas 
& Ronda 


Your Chronicle 




Flying Direct from Birmingham 

Departs Mar 17, May 10, Jun 14, Sep 20 & 27 2018 

This superb value holiday gives you the chance to relax in 
Southern Spain in the pretty white-painted village of Mijas Pueblo 
and enjoy some of the wonders of Andalucia. Five nights are spent 
in Mijas, and two in the magical city of Seville. There are included 
visits to Ronda and Puerto Banus and the chance to visit Gibraltar. 
Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights accommodation (5 nights HB in Mijas, 2 nights B&B in 
Seville) 

• Visits to Ronda and Puerto Banus 

• Optional full day excursion to Gibraltar (at extra cost) 

• Services of a tour representative 


Walking in Mallorca 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 

Departs Apr 13, 20, May 10, Sep 27 & Oct 4 2018 

A holiday allowing you to appreciate the real beauty of the 
northern part of the island at your own pace. A world away from 
the busy resorts in the south, there is a choice of escorted walks 
throughout the week right on your own doorstep - for your hotel 
is the excellent 4 star Bella Playa on the edge of Cala Ratjada and 
the Levante National Park and a few metres from the breathtaking 
beach of Calla Agulla. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights HB accommodation in the 4* Bella Playa Hotel 

• 7 nights holiday extension option 

• Choice of fully guided walks 

• Services of a tour representative 


Organised by Preferred Travel Services. ABTA No. W3692. Atol No. 5537. Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 0116 279 3929 quote WEXP 
or visit: www.preferredts.com/wexp 


So many lovely pictures, soon time to decide 



Penny and Bella having a cuddle 


Charlie out in the back garden 


Archie enjoys a run on the beach 


Countdown now on 
for the final judging 


WELL this is the last week we will be 
carrying pictures of all your adorable 
pets - for now. 

But do not despair. If your pet has 
not featured on our weekly competition 
page that does not mean that it will not 
be included in the shortlist for the final 
judging. 

Keep an eye out for the shortlist of 
10 which will be appearing in our edi¬ 
tions of Thursday, November 30 and 
Thursday, December 7. 



Then it will be up to you readers to let 
us know what you think. We are looking 
for the most interesting picture. 

When we print the shortlist we will 


include details of how to vote so keep 
your eye out. 

As well as the £100 prize the winner 
will feature on the front page of our 
Christmas week editions. 

Over the weeks we have had hun¬ 
dreds of entries of all sorts of different 
pets. Some out walking, some playing, 
lots eating and enjoying a snooze, but 
one thing has become very clear - 
just how much these pets are loved. 
Thanks for all your entries. 


It's not forbidden to 
enjoy sci-fi spectacle 



The cast of Return to the Forbidden Planet staged at Sedgley by Trinity Musical Theatre Company 


Return to the Forbidden Planet. 

The Mill Theatre, Sedgley 

TO celebrate their 80th anniversary 
in 2016, local amateur group Trinity 
Operatic Society was reborn as Trini¬ 
ty Musical Theatre Company, kicking 
off their new regime with a confident 
production of The Witches of East- 
wick thus leaving their years of Gil¬ 
bert and Sullivan behind. 

For their second production, the 
company chose Bob Carlton’s Shake¬ 
spearean sci-fi spectacle, Return to 
the Forbidden Planet, the script of 
which is loosely based on The Tem¬ 
pest, wound together with hits of the 
sixties and a cast of crazy characters 
aboard a spaceship. Sounds like com¬ 
plete madness? 

Well it is, but then that is the point 


of the show. I have to confess that this 
is not one of my favourites and having 
seen a variety of versions, both profes¬ 
sional and amateurs. 

Each time I see Forbidden Planet, 
I hope to be won over but so far, no 
luck. However, Trinity’s production 
came close. 

Amid the mayhem, what really 
shone through were the excellent per¬ 
formances from the principals. Mitch¬ 
ell Bastable takes the helm as Captain 
Tempest, with a Superhero portrayal 
of the suave spaceman. 

He belts out hits including Young 
Girl, Good Vibrations and Great Balls 
of Fire. 

Beth Berwick-Lowe is a shining star 
in the galaxy, wowing the crowd, as 
well as the Captain, as Miranda, with 


her exceptionally strong vocal perfor¬ 
mance, while Pat Lewis as Prospero is 
suitably wacky and wide-eyed. 

A big well done to Steve Taylor for 
staying on his feet as Aerial the roll¬ 
er-skating robot and for delivering 
a heart-felt portrayal of this lovable 
character. 

The strong ensemble and troupe 
of young enthusiastic dancers fill 
the stage and indeed the auditorium 
at times, with modest but effective 
choreography by local dance teacher, 
Lindsey Grant 

Wwhile Dan Tomkinson and his 
band completely stole the show with 
their musical prowess. 

Director Andy Poulton should be 
proud of his cast. 

ALISON NORTON 
























































val is inspiring others 
to Kinect with success 



Val Wright spoke to University of Wolverhampton students and local firms 


SHE lives in Los Angeles and 
is a leading light in technol¬ 
ogy - but Val Wright always 
has time for her old stomping 
ground. 

The University of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton alumni was back where her 
journey began to inspire innova¬ 
tion in businesses, like she had 
when she was part of the team 
that created the innovative Xbox 
Kinect device for gamers. 

The 43-year-old, originally from 
Stourbridge, spoke to a lecture the¬ 
atre of students and local businesses 
about setting up her own business so 
they could see how to seek out similar 
achievements. 

She said: “For me I do a lot of con¬ 
ferences and events, especially in Oc¬ 
tober, and give talks in LA and Silicon 
Valley to big time executives - but this 
is by far my favourite of the month 
to come back to my university. I was 
asked to come back to talk about suc¬ 
cessful companies and how you distin¬ 
guish yourself from other brands. 

Different 

“Look at Blackberry for example, 
they were very successful but closed 
down almost overnight. You need to 
know how to be different in this day 
and age.” 

Val was part of the team behind 
Xbox Kinect which has voice command 
technology, motion tracking and facial 
recognition to login and play video 
games in a different way. 

To highlight the importance of in¬ 
novation at the event, she ditched the 
powerpoint presentation and used a 
microphone shaped as a ball which 
could be thrown around the room for 
everyone to ask questions and have 


their say. She said: “I said by the time 
I am 40 I want my own business and to 
write a book. It is nice to know there 
are people that were me 24 years ago 
so they can see what is possible.” 

The talk comes ahead of her second 
book, called Trifecta, which discusses 
the working relationship between cre¬ 
ative business and technical teams. 
Her first book, Thoughtfully Ruthless: 
The Key to Exponential Growth, was 


released last year and looks at the best 
way to use energy as a business and 
make the most of resources. It was 
named Business Book of the Year 2017 
by the Independent Press Awards. 

Val started off at Dorothy Perkins 
and then moved to House of Fraser 
while studying at the University of 
Wolverhampton. She now lives in LA 
with her three daughters and her hus¬ 
band. 
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Large Showroom 
Helpful Staff 
Free Survey 


Special help for 
the disabled 
and elderly 

Baths removed and shower 
cubicle, seat, shower and 
tiles installed from 

£1,950 


Bathrooms fully 
ih fitted from#: 

£3,950 inc VAT 




in 


01384 484088 


~ | |1 0/11 Garratt Streetr - 1 - 
; Brierley Hill DY5 1 II I JT 

www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 





U 

40% 


OFF 

Doors and Draw fronts 

Before 30th Novemder 2017 


E 



10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




<<g§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
# Bathrooms # Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

. THE GUILD a 

, J OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 
Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www. qualitykitchenmakeoversitd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Working 
through 
lunch can 
cost £33K 

IN the fast paced modern workplace, it 
can be hard to get a moment to catch 
your breath. However, new research 
shows that Brits all over the UK are sacri¬ 
ficing their lunch break to spend a greater 
proportion of their working day chained 
to their workspace. 

It is nothing new that the true value of a proper 
lunch break and the positive impact it can have on 
workers is lost on some employers. However, it seems 
that under the pressure of a never-ending workload 
and in the race to get ahead, more and more Brits are 
themselves choosing to sacrifice lunch altogether. 

Research unveiled today by leading job board total- 
jobs, who surveyed 7,135 workers across the UK, has 
highlighted that over half of Brits (56%) do not take 
their full lunch break. 

While the average lunch break designated to workers 
is 40 minutes, the average time taken each day by the 
average UK employee is only 27. Over the course of 
a career, Brits are losing £33,264 in earnings for the 
work they do during unpaid lunch breaks, amounting 
to 1.6 times the average UK annual salary. 

The research indicates that many workers fail to 
take proper lunch breaks as a result of their mind-set 
and the culture that has been created, as opposed to a 
company policy dictated by senior management. 

Though 65% said they were actively encouraged to 
take a proper lunch break, only 33% of these workers 
said they did. The remaining 32% found themselves 
too busy to take a lunch break and often skipped it 
altogether. However, the research also revealed that 
1 in 5 workers were not aware of legislation around 
lunch breaks. This sug¬ 
gests that many workers 
don’t know their rights 
around taking a break, 
and employers have a 
duty to ensure workers 
are not only encouraged, 
but also informed around 
their lunch break. 

Workload and pressures 
dominate the thoughts of 
workers across the coun¬ 
try, with 68% saying they 
simply had too much work 
to do or last minute unex¬ 
pected tasks dropped on 
them to justify taking a 
full lunch break. 

Shockingly, over a quar¬ 
ter (27%) skip lunch altogether between two and four 
times a week. Though employers legally have to des¬ 
ignate time for lunch and allocated breaks and many 
companies are actively encouraging workers to use it, 
employees still clearly feel they have not earned their 
break due to their volume of work. This will naturally 
cause a knock on effect to the rest of their working day, 
with 37% of women and 26% of men stating they felt 
stressed when they have had to skip lunch. 

There is also a clear difference in industrial percep¬ 
tions of a lunch break. While over half (59%) of those 
in the manufacturing industry were likely to use their 
lunch break in full, only 31% of those in the banking 
used their allotted time for lunch. Nearly a quarter 
(24%) of those in the catering industry always worked 
during their lunch break. Famed for its culture of en¬ 
tertaining and socialising, only 6% of employees in the 
media industry said that they regularly work through 
their lunch break. 

Smokers have long been criticised for taking breaks 
during working hours. One in five (21%) smokers 
stated that they took cigarette breaks daily, with the 
average smoker nipping outside three times a day to 
soothe their craving. Nearly a third (32%) of employees 
said they had an issue with colleagues taking regular 
cigarette breaks, showing the issue is still a bone of 
contention even 10 years after the smoking ban came 
into force. 

However, many employees view their smoking 
breaks as an alternative to the traditional lunch break, 
and as an opportunity to escape their workplace. The 
research revealed one in four UK employees don’t have 
a staff room or canteen. 

Alcohol is also playing an increasing role in the 
lunchtime habits of UK workers. The research found 
that the average UK worker drank six units of alcohol 
per week during their lunch breaks, which was likely 
to be drunk in one sitting. Rather than adopting Con¬ 
tinental habits, the research suggests that the drinkers 
in the UK workforce are keen to spend Friday lunch¬ 
times in the pub to make up for the lunch breaks they 
have missed earlier in the week. 

A shocking 68% of all UK workers said that they 
NEVER meet friends or family for lunch during the 
working week. 




Greg: I'll get to grips with 
adulthood in Man Down 


By Lisa Williams 



Hapless hero - Greg’s character Dan is down on his luck in Man Down on Channel 4 on Wednesday nights at 10pm 


SINCE swapping the classroom 
for the stage over a decade ago, 
former teacher Greg Davies’ 
comedy career has gone from 
strength to strength. Now on a 
path that he loves, he tells Week¬ 
end how taking that leap of faith 
has transformed him into a ‘far 
more bearable human being’. 

Shropshire-born Greg Davies is, en¬ 
tirely by his own admission, an ‘intrin¬ 
sically lazy man’. 

“I’d love to sit back - it’s that thing 
(where) I don’t have a choice,” he cries, in 
reference to his hectic workload. “I’m very 
lucky that I’ve got these things to do, so I do 
them and I love them, but given the choice I 
honestly wouldn’t get off my sofa. 

“I am an absolute nightmare,” he con¬ 
cludes, shaking his head. “Awful!” 

The teacher-turned-stand-up comedian 
has good reason to remain vertical, how¬ 
ever, for this autumn alone he has em¬ 
barked on his biggest ever live tour, You 
Magnificent Beast; returned to his throne 
for a fifth series of the brilliant Taskmaster; 
and is once again starring in his self-penned 
midlife crisis sitcom, Man Down. 

Having enjoyed such success with the 
Channel 4 hit Man Down, he assures me he 
feels ‘more relaxed than I ever have’ await¬ 
ing the fourth series’ reception. 

“Normally I’m just absolutely bricking 
myself, but this time I’m really sure if you 
like Man Down, you’ll like this,” says Greg, 
49. “I could be wrong, but it’s in a similar 
vein and if anything, we’ve pushed the lev¬ 
els of madness. 

“I’m not saying (this one) wasn’t hard 
work,” he quickly adds. “The writing pro¬ 
cess is sickening and stressful and I hate 
it, but I have seen this series back and I’m 
really pleased with it.” 

Desperate 

Having ‘found its groove’, fans can ex¬ 
pect another frenetic dose of disaster as 
child-trapped-in-a-man’s-body Dan (Greg) 
is blinkered by unrealistic hopes for his 
impending fatherhood. He’s quit his much- 
hated job as a teacher and, looking for a 
fresh start, is on an increasingly desperate 
hunt to find a new home for his soon-to-be 
family. 

Add aggressive geese, desperate attempts 
to fit in at Dads’ Club and the pressure of 
a christening to the mix and, as expected, 
there’s little that doesn’t conspire to keep 
this Man Down. 

“I think he’s just everyone’s loser, isn’t 
he?” Greg says. “For me I’ve taken actual 
weak aspects of my own character and put 
them in him - only we don’t give him any of 
the coping strategies.” 


Grinning, he follows: “I am of the be¬ 
lief that we’re all winging it - none of us 
know how to do life, really. Some of us are 
pretending we do, but with Dan it’s fun to 
see someone who is openly winging it and 
hasn’t been given the strategies to even dis¬ 
guise his folly or to learn. 

“But I love that he never learns,” he con¬ 
tinues. “I love that he is so self-involved; 
we’ve taken the ugly aspects of human na¬ 
ture and put them in a bloke, but the re¬ 
deeming thing we give him is he’s relatively 
loyal and he is a trier,” he reasons. “And I 
think people love a trier.” More crucial than 
the relatable characters, even, is the show’s 
ability to have its audience in hysterics. 

“The cloud above everything is, ‘Is it 
funny? Is it going to make people laugh?”’ 
explains Greg, who is the first to admit he 
struggles to keep it together on set. 

“One of the mild frustrations I feel is 
when Man Down is described as ‘slap¬ 
stick’,” he states. “We work hard to sur¬ 
prise people in the show and we don’t want 
people to guess where something is going 
to go. I think that’s when we’re at our best, 
when something happens that no one was 
expecting.” 

Is the ‘torturous’ writing process worth 


it, then? “It’s always worth it. It is, I sup¬ 
pose, my equivalent of having a baby. . .” 
he suggests, laughing wildly, before quickly 
adding: “I don’t want to compare it to hav¬ 
ing a baby. I take that back! 

“But you forget the pain, (and) that’s 
what people I know who’ve had babies say,” 
he elaborates. 

“As soon as we start filming, I forget the 
pain. 

“It’s just putting the ideas together,” he 
muses, confessing he has no system other 
than sitting together in a room with ‘funny’ 
co-writers. “You can have ideas and we’ve 
got characters that we love now and we 
know how they’re going to react to things, 
but it’s getting those ideas to sit together 
that’s the challenge.” 

‘Birthing’ a sitcom is, however, under¬ 
standably a far cry from Greg’s teaching 
days: a stretch that has inspired much of 
his comedy since he left the profession over 
a decade ago. 

“I’d always wanted to do comedy, so 
teaching -although I had great times doing 
it - was always a bit of an avoidance strat¬ 
egy, if I’m honest,” confides the star, who 
famously played psychotic head of sixth 
form Mr Gilbert in The Inbetweeners. 


“I got to the stage where I was so mis¬ 
erable, that it wasn’t fair for me to carry 
on,” he confesses. “So (giving comedy a go) 
was necessity - but it often is with me. I’m 
often driven by necessity, rather than actu¬ 
ally doing things like an adult. 

“I’m very like Dan in that regard - in that 
it takes me to be forced into a corner, before 
I do something. And I felt I had no choice 
but to try comedy.” A refreshing example 
of a talent who is as funny off stage as on it, 
Greg - who was born in Wales but grew up 
in Shropshire - made a clever move. 

Aside from an impressive roster of TV 
gigs (including anything from panel shows 
such as Mock The Week and Never Mind 
The Buzzcocks to his Bafta-nominated 
performance in BBC Three’s Cuckoo), the 
6ft 8in comic is selling out stand-up shows 
country-wide. 

He’s currently on the road for the afore¬ 
mentioned You Magnificent Beast - and he 
couldn’t be happier. 

“I love it and I don’t understand why I 
ever hear a comedian complain about it,” 
Greg says of touring. “It’s a mystery to me. 
It’s wonderful. 

“It appeals to my personality, stand-up, 
because it’s instant gratification.” 










































Civil war 
breaks out 
at meeting 

Amblecote History 

CHAIRMAN Geoff Long- 
more welcomed visitors and 
members to a talk on the 
civil war and its local con¬ 
nections by retired local his¬ 
tory teacher Max Keen. 

Max entered the theatre 
in a civil war soldier’s cos¬ 
tume. The audience was 
asked to guess which side 
he was on, explaining that 
both sides wore virtually the 
same except the officers who 
wore a red or orange sash to 
distinguish whether they 
were Royalist led by King 
Charles I or Parliamentar¬ 
ian led by Oliver Cromwell. 

Max illustrated and de¬ 
scribed local places con¬ 
nected with the war, such 
as the visit to Stourbridge 
by Prince Rupert who 
stayed at The Talbot. Other 
local places involved were 
Wollescote Hall, Enville 
and Stourton Castle. Max 
showed his disgruntlement 
of no commemorative Her¬ 
itage Blue Plaques in these 
prominent places. 

After the battle of Worces¬ 
ter in 1651 King Charles 
II fled via Stourbridge and 
Wordsley on his way to 
Boscobel. They were ap¬ 
proached by a group of Par¬ 
liamentarians, so Charles 
and his group dismounted 
and walked through Stour¬ 
bridge, speaking French. 

At the time the town was 
full of French speaking Hu¬ 
guenot glassmakers and the 
Royal group blended in to 
aid their escape. 

His talk was accompanied 
by slides and references to 
actions taken by the King 
and Roundheads around the 
district. 



Banding together to 
support Alzheimer’s 


Margaret Morgan and Maureen Hall with guild chairman Gaynor Ormerod 

THE Sedgley Morning Guild is supporting TheSedgleyMomingTG 
Alzheimer’s Society as its charity of the 
year, and members have been busily knit- " 

ting sensory bands. by giving them something to do with their 

The bands are sleeves that have attach- hands. The bands will be part of a pres- 
ments added to them, and they are used to entation to the Society at a Guild meeting 
calm patients with dementia or Alzheimer’s in February. 

illustrated talk on secret garden 

DEREK Higgott from Staf- Q|gnt Gardening Club graphs which he had taken 

fordshire gave an illustrat- ----- showing his garden in all its 

ed talk entitled ‘The Secret glories. The garden occupies 

Garden’. Derek is a garden- Rugeley. Derek explained a three-quarters of an acre 
er with the National Trust the name came from the plot but is crammed full of a 
at Shugborough Hall having description by a visitor who huge and varied number of 
previously for 25 years been could not find it on one of plants catering for all sea- 
a greenkeeper at Ingestre Derek’s open garden days. sons. 

Golf Club. Members were enthralled Treasurer Peter Orme 

It transpired the secret by his entertaining ap- proposed a vote of thanks 
garden is his own rural gar- proach laced with a wide for a an excellent talk and 
den in Great Haywood near variety of splendid photo- most entertaining evening. 


Worcestershire Prostate Awareness Group 


FREE RS.A. BLOOD TEST 
FOR MEN AGED OVER 45 


St.Thomas’s Church Hall, 


Your new Hagley Co-op 
is now open, pop in today 

Say hello and see how we're committed 
to 100% fresh British meat 
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All Co-op own brand fresh meat products are sourced from British suppliers. Excludes continental meats. 
Serving suggestion. Products shown stocked in participating stores and subject to availability. 


Hagley Co-op, Worcester Road. 
Open daily 6am-10pm 
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Market Street, Stourbridge. 

DY8 IAQ 

Saturday 25 th November 2017 

9.30am to 1.00pm 

HERE’S A CHANCE FOR YOU TO 
CHECK THE HEALTH OF YOUR PROSTATE 


To arrange a test, please phone: 

07522 504300 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 






1 Marble Fireplaces 

• Solid Wood 
Surrounds 
Made To Measure 

•Valor Centre 

• Flavell 

1 Portway Stoves 

• Broseley Stoves 


• Elgin & Hall 
Stockists 

• Gas Stoves 

• Electric Stoves 

• Solid Fuel 


Packages, Marble Suites, 

including Gas/Electric Fire< t h e ^ g,,’ ■ 

£499-£899 iJ rices ~ 



0 PENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10.30am-4.00pm, 
Sat 10.00am-4.00pm, Sun Closed 




I HIGH OAK, PENSNETT, DY5 4LA 01384 262622 


Many fireplaces/stoves on di: 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Wool-Mix Jumpers and Tank Tops 

a 


Only £27.50 plus £4.95 P&P 




Beautifully constructed with a blend of 50 per 
cent cotton and 50 per cent wool to keep you 
warm and stylish whatever the weather throws at 
you. Choose either a tank top, crew or v-neck top. 
They are machine washable at 30°C. Available in 
sizes (to fit chest): S (36-38”), M (39-42”), L (43- 
44”), XL (45-48”), XXL (49-50”), XXXL (51-52”). 




SAVE 

£ 27.50 



Navy 

Crew 

Neck 


Colour 

Crew Neck 

V-Neck 

TankTop 

Navy 

BVK7W 02NY 

BVK7W 03NY 

BVK7W 07NY 

Denim 

BVK7W 02DN 

BVK7W 03DN 

BVK7W 07DN 

Berry 

BVK7W 02BE 

BVK7W 03BE 

BVK7W 07BE 

Teal 

BVK7W 02TL 

BVK7W 03TL 

BVK7W 07TL 

Claret 

BVK7W 02CL 

BVK7W 03CL 

BVK7W 07CL 

Charcoal 

BVK7W 02CC 

BVK7W 03CC 

BVK7W 07CC 

Forest 

BVK7W 02FR 

BVK7W 03FR 

BVK7W 07FR 

Brown 

BVK7W 02 BR 

BVK7W 03BR 

BVK7W 07BR 


Rechargeable Foil Shaver 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


shAve 

GMT 




The twin flexing foils of this rechargeable shaver lift facial hair up to the blade for a close, comfortable shave. 
Suitable for wet or dry use, there’s a trimmer for beards and side burns and a full charge gives 35 minutes use. 
To clean, simply remove the head, brush off any hairs and rinse under a tap. Supplied with UK two-pin shaver 
plug, cleaning brush and head guard. 

D7946 Rechargeable Foil Shaver 
D9443 Replacement Foil Head £7.99 


Handmade 

Churchill 

Leather 

Slippers 


Only £34.95 plus £4.95 P&P 


These superb gentlemen’s mules and slippers 
are hand crafted using the finest nappa leathers. 
The soft leather uppers provide comfort your 
feet will thank you for. 

Choose from the Outdoor Mule with a rugged 
hardwearing sole and a fully padded insole, 
suitable for indoor and outdoor wear, the Albert 
and Mule both with a soft half leather lining, or 
the Grecian with a soft wool lining. 

Available in sizes: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. 


BV955 

Grecian Brown 
(wool lined) 


SAVE 

OVER 

£25 






BV954 
Grecian Black 
(wool lined) 



# BV939 Outdoor Mule Brown BV952 Albert Brown BV958 Mule Brown 


Briefcase Turntable 


Only £49.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Enjoy the rich sound and nostalgia 
of vinyl wherever you go with this 
portable, retro-style briefcase 
turntable from Zennox. 

Rediscover your old music 
collection, listen to those classics 
that have stood the test of time as 
well as long forgotten album tracks 
and singles. The turntable has three 
speed settings and will play all of 
your 33s, 45s and 78s. 

The stylish and lightweight briefcase 
turntable is available in a variety of 
colours to suit all tastes. It features 
powerful built-in stereo speakers so 
you can listen to your music without 
having to connect it to a speaker 
system. Dimensions: L36 x D26 x 
H12.5cm. Weighs: 2.5kg. 

G0395 Black 
G0396 Red 
G0397 Petrol Blue 
G0398 Green 





Green 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

77976 

Order online at 
: expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 31st July - 31st Oct 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (77976), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 


I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname 

! Address_ 


Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ LH Mastercard IZHvisa dl Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i i rr mi i i i in i i 11 i i i szm/m , E rm/m as rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box n if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

SIZE 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 





































































































DOULTON DOORS _ 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


21 


' Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
' Covers All Popular Brands 


We have eveything from <$P# RL 
Canopy to Side Hung styles 

Wrought Iron Gates 
& Railings available 



guaranteed 


> At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 

Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 



► Free standing gas stoves 

► Natural gas or Ipg 

► Can be fitted into class 1, 
class 2 and pre cast flues 

► Flue and venting options 

► Manual control with 
integral ignition 

► Log fuel bed 

► Up to 78% efficient 

► 3.6k output 


a * 

seountanb ACCOUNTANCY 


services 

Self Assessment 

Bookkeeping and VAT Payroll and RTI 

Tax Returns 

Rusiness Start-ups Help with CIS 

Business Accounts 

Company Formations Fixed Fees 

Corporation Tax 


01384 371111 


isi 

hue 



For complete peace of mind and a friendly service, 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, | 
Stourbridge DY81TA. 01384 372246 


MY SISTER'S 

CLOSET 

AMAZING, AFFORDABLE 
FASHION, RIGHT ON 
YOUR DOORSTEP 


NEW 

WINTER 

STOCK 

ARRIVING 

DAILY 


GRAB A DEAL 

A- THIS J4 
AUTUMN 


ww w.geof f h i 111td.co. u k 


SALES LINE 

01384 395852 


SUPPLYING THE WEST MIDLANDS FOR 
OVER 50 YEARS AND STILL OFFERING 
BEST SERVICE, BEST PRICE, 

BEST CHOICE. 

7 HIGH STREET, AMBLECOTE, 
WEST MIDLANDS DY8 4DE 



Est.1973 


Wollaston 

I Bathrooms Ltd 



1 N CAflRV 

alker 



CHRISTMAS HAMPER 

Boneless Fresh Turkey Crown 9-1 Olb 
21b Scotch Rump Steak 
10 Pigs in Blankets 
31b Pork Loin Joint 
31b Black Angus Beef Joint 
21b Gammon Joint 
21b Short Back Bacon 
21b Homemade Pork 
Sausages 
lib Sausage Meat 
11b Pork Pie 

FREE BOTTLE OF CAVA 
WITH EVERY CHRISTMAS HAMPER 


i _ _ , 

£99 ‘ 


Whole fresh English beef fillets 

£6.99lb £15.40 Kilo 


Whole fresh boneless Rumps 

£3.491b £7.69 Kilo 


Small Boneless English Hen Turkey Crowns 
Wrapped in bacon, roasting bag and cooking time 
£2.99lb £6.59 kilo 


5 Kilo Fresh Chicken Fillets 111b 
Additive Free packed in ones or twos 
£22.00 


Whole Small Black Angus Roasts... 
Whole fresh sirloin b/less. 


..£2.98 £6.56 Kilo 


.. £5.99lb £13.20 Kilo 


51b Fresh Chuck of Beef... 
51b Beef Shin £2.40lb. 


.. £2.78lb £5.99 Kilo 
. £5.30 Kilo 


Half English Spring Lambs... 


..£2.78 £6.13 Kilo 


Fresh English Middle Loin Chops... 


„ £4.99lb £11.00 Kilo 
.... £3.99lb £8.80 Kilo 
. £4.59lb £10.12 Kilo 


Whole Boneless Pork Loins rind off - rind on . £1.69lb £3.73 Kilo 

Whole Small Fresh Ribeyes . £5.49lb £12.10 kilo 


172-176 High Street, Quarry Bank 

») 01384633648 | 


Fully Fitted Bathroom§ 
From £3000 inc VAT 


900mm x 900mm Quadrant Tray and Shower 
Valve, W.C. Basin and Pedestal with Tap, 

18 Sqm Wall Tiles + 3 Sqm Floor Tiles! 


DISABILITY ADAPTIONS 


A wide range of bath and showering options are available, all 
designed to make bathing and showering easier and safer for you. 

“Save” you may be entitled to zero rated VAT 


ConiputerSeruice 


V alia 

Telephone 24 hours 
(01384)392571 

146 Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BA 


Visit our showroom 


FREE No Obligation Supply Only 

Survey and Quotation Service Available 

Trade enquiries welcome 


9 High Street Wollaston DY8 4NH Open: 

Tel: 01384 374237 or 08001582456 Monday-Friday 

email:enquiries@wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk 8.00am-5.00pm 

www.wollastonbathrooms.ltd.uk Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 


<§®ca?OT3acaaaiB 


XBox 360 & PS3 repair now available 
• Health Checks and Anti-Virus Software 
• Local Call-Out Service • Wide Range of Peripherals 
Website: www.computerserviceltd.co.uk 
Email: info@computerserviceltd.co.uk 



Opening hours: Mon-Fri 7 am-5.30 pm, Sat 7-4.30 pm 
127 Bridgnorth Road, Stourbridge DY8 3NX 
Tel: 01384 395460 
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22 Lifestyle 


Warm up 
your home 
with some 
vintage light 


ANTIQUES AND S-1 
COLLECTIBLES 



IT’S definitely getting colder and rather 
wintry so this week I thought we’d take a 
look at how you can warm up your homes 
with a little vintage light and colour! 

Candles are the obvious choice when it conies 
to creating a cosy atmosphere so look out for 
candlesticks and tea-light holders. 

You can pick up some lovely old silver candlesticks 
for very reasonable prices in the saleroom, also those 
nice little round china, enamel and pottery candle-hold¬ 
ers with handles. 

Tea-lights can be housed in a variety of holders and 
look really good in old china tea-cups and on small vin¬ 
tage plates. 

Strategically placed lamps can also add some much- 
needed light and colour, especially the Tiffany ones 
with the beautifully decorated shades. 

Think about warm colours and how you can add 
small vintage pieces that might bring some extra cheer 
to a particular room. 

Brightly-coloured china and pottery jugs are ideal for 
a dining room and why not fill vases with dried flowers 
for hallways and sitting rooms? 

Mood 

Prints, posters and paintings can change really alter 
the mood of any room and again can be bought on a 
limited budget at auction. 

Look out for colourful vintage rugs, cushions and 
tablecloths and also for copper items for a kitchen - 
copper and brass pieces always look cheerful on an 
autumn day. 

Coloured glass bottles grouped together on a win¬ 
dowsill look great, as do collections of vintage wine 
glasses on display, and look our for china trios with 
floral designs to remind you that spring WILL come 
around again! 

As with all vintage items, check for signs of wear 
and tear before you buy and stick to your budget when 
buying at auction - remember that Christmas is just 
around the corner! 

• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 
in Low Towmn, Bridgnorth, on Tuesday, December 

5 - our Christmas auction. Viewing will be during 
the weekend and on Monday and also from 10am 
on auction day. New sale bidders are advised 
to attends the saleroom early on auction day to 
register and be allocated a bidding number. 

• Perry and Phillips hold sales on the first Tuesday 

of every other month. 



Scruffy shoes a sign of throwaway society 



Demand is declining for shoe repairs 


I WAS walking my little dog this week, pass¬ 
ing a bus stop as the passengers alighted. 

There was a stunning young girl beautifully 
dressed in all black, stylish, amazing make up, 
curled blonde long hair and an expensive bag 
hanging from her arm but her shoes were un¬ 
believable, they were worn, dirty and untidy 
and absolutely spoilt the overall appearance. 

It was a massive shame but sadly a thing I 
see far too often. 

I was always told to ensure my nails were 
clean and tidy and nail varnish unchipped, my 
shoes polished and my handshake firm and I 
have followed this rule all my working life. 
Nails and hair are so important these days, 
money spent on keeping them perfect but 
sadly the polished shoes have disappeared. 
There are so many inexpensive products 
available to make life simple, wipe on shoe 
cleaners, trainer whitener, nubuck scuff 
eraser, gel cleaner, stain remover and wa¬ 
terproofing liquids. Our throwaway society 
seems to have lost the need to protect our 
shoes with a preference of replacing them. 

Footwear fabrics have improved year on 
year and there are so many mock leathers 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


that are incredibly realistic and perform well. 
These fabrics are durable and realistic they 
also require less maintenance and can be 
washed. They can be dyed to a vast variety of 
colours, produced with textures and patterns 
and are easier to cut and sew, however, they 
do not stretch, breathe or develop a delightful 
patina over time as real leather does and is 
so much more difficult to repair if damaged. 
The designers love the versatile fabrics now 
available for their footwear but the top of the 
range items still sport the best of real leath¬ 
ers. 

As a teenager I used to have my shoes 
heeled regularly and I cleaned and polished 
them weekly. 

As fashion items they lasted no longer but 
they always looked good and I still have some 
of those pairs today. Interestingly they no 
longer fit as our feet get slightly bigger as we 



get older but they are still wearable despite 
their age. 

Women love shoes, we collect them, hoard 
them, we match them to our newest clothing, 
we suffer in heels and exercise in the latest 
sport styles, they cost so much and we push 
them aside for the next necessary trend. 

Our local shoe repairer The Shropshire 
Cobbler in Queen Street, Market Drayton, 
tells me he rarely repairs fashion styles and 
the shoes requiring repair are becoming less 
and less. He is a craftsman, his skills a rarity. 
Thankfully in a rural society leather boots are 
still worn and highly priced, (at least where 
wellies are not necessary) the owners needing 
them to last. It is worth considering having 
your favourite pair of shoes repaired and not 
throwing them in the bin, if you love them, 
keep them! You do need to look after them, 
ensure your “power dressing” is unspoilt by 
tatty footwear and teach your children to look 
after what they wear. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, 
www.jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk 
Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Pole dancing offers a full body workout - now it could become an Olympic sport | n her pole fitness studio, Taryn Moore, of Ironbridge, instructs Victoria Hedges and Leila Martin 


Activity in pole position 
to become Olympic sport 



It boosts flexibility and balance 


IF you still think pole dancing is 
all about seedy clubs - and even 
seedier clientele - then you’ve 
got some catching up to do. 

Firstly, it’s boomed in popularity as a 
workout method in recent years (and a 
bloomin’ hard one at that - seriously, have 
you seen the muscles on these polers?). Sec¬ 
ondly, it’s now looking like it might become 
an Olympic sport. 

This week, the Global Association of In¬ 
ternational Sports Federations (GAISF) 
confirmed it’s given observer status to 
the International Pole Sports Federation 
(IPSF), which hopefully means a ‘clear 
pathway’ towards full Olympic recognition 
eventually. 

It’s exciting - and well-deserved - news 
for thousands of pole fans, who know ex¬ 
actly how brilliant and beneficial it can be, 
both physically and psychologically. Here, 
pole aficionados Sarah-Jayne Bell and Tara 
Margulies tell us what’s so great about it... 

IT’S A FULL-BODY WORKOUT 

Sarah-Jayne, who runs PPD STUDIOS, 
home of Princess Pole Dancing , explains 
that pole helps improve both strength and 
cardio. “The main physical benefits include 
core work, cardio, muscle strength and 
conditioning and increased flexibility and 
endurance. The moves incorporated really 


Report by Abi Jackson 

target the whole body, working with your 
body weight as resistance,” she says. “The 
spins, lifts and holds target the core, while 
putting together and performing a routine 
brings the cardio element.” 

IT BOOSTS FLEXIBILITY AND BALANCE 
“Increased flexibility, co-ordination and 
balance come from regular practise. While 
a strong core can help with a bad back and 
reduces your chance of injury, both during 
exercise and in your daily life,” adds Sa¬ 
rah-Jayne, who has “fought for acceptance 
and respect for pole dancing for nearly 12 
years”, so is thrilled by the news that it’s 
in the running to become an Olympic sport. 

IT’S A‘HAPPY HOBBY’ 

“It’s important to remember the men¬ 
tal and emotional benefits too,” says Sa¬ 
rah-Jayne. “I love the fact that you don’t 
have to be good at pole to enjoy it! The ex¬ 
citement of nailing a new move, combined 
with the endorphins from exercising make 
pole a really happy hobby. Perfect for well- 
earned stress relief after a long hard week!” 

YOU’LL BE AMAZED WHAT 
YOUR BODY CAN DO 
Pole fans often sport seriously impressive 
physiques and moves - but even they had 
to start somewhere. “You’ll learn to move 


your body in ways you may not think are 
possible, improving your strength, move¬ 
ment and flexibility along the way,” says fit¬ 
ness instructor, pole fan and blogger Tara, 
who recently wrote a blog post about her 
“pole journey”. 

BOOST YOUR BODY CONFIDENCE 

“Laughter and friendship come hand-in- 
hand with pole classes,” says Sarah-Jayne. 
“It can help with self-confidence and body 
confidence - you learn to love your body for 
what it can do and to be genuinely proud of 
your achievements.” 

THE COMPLEX CHOREOGRAPHY 

The routines can be complicated, balletic 
and technical - and it’s basically very im¬ 
pressive gymnastics, on a pole. “As well as 
working wonders for your body, you’ll ex¬ 
perience an inevitable boost in confidence 
when you start to flow with grace and real¬ 
ise that your tricks look beautiful.” 

IT’S EMPOWERING 

While pole is now widely recognised as a 
seriously impressive and skilled workout, 
there’s still a big element of performance. 
For some, the sexiness is part of the appeal 
- and there ain’t nothing wrong with that! 
“It is acceptable to pole in 7-inch stilettos 
in the pole world, and once you forget about 
society’s opinion, finding your inner sexy is 
so unbelievably empowering,” says Tara. 






























Express A Star 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


your advert call: ad by text 

0844 381 5936 Simply followed by your first 

follow the simple fos^ctions'^ou wVato of t> ir t h - area and your advert (max 155 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT and senc^K^^*BIE Stand, 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit; 


B To Reply to members 
call: 



0906 500 3955 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL 



by text: 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leaver 
space) and then enter your message & send to| 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get In touch, 
then send to 80098 Successfully received me 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 1601 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages] 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus 


H— I 


DATE LOCALLY 

*<L«& 



Drop in to see who 

is free for a date! 


Members in the cafe now 
waiting to chat to you! 


TEXT 


CAFE IS 89990 


Texts to 89990 cost £1.50 per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd RH16 3EG If you need 
sopHK young 


Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady. 
Solvent and well educated and spo¬ 
ken. Feminine figure with large 
breasts. Hoping to meet a broad¬ 
minded gent, any age for discreet 
relationship. I don't mind if you are 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3035 Box: 429287 
FEMALE 67, smoker, enjoys music, 
TV, meals out/in, looking for male 
68-75 for friendship maybe more. 
Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5877942 ft 

YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim 
and pretty. Hoping to meet a strong 
minded, dominant, resourceful man. 
Mature please 45+ Text Only. Box: 
41771481 

SUE, 44, country loving lady, tall, 
slim, looking for similar country gent 
to share adventures in the great out¬ 
doors with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429251 ft 
SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive profes¬ 
sional lady with time on her hands. 
Hoping to meet a nice gent of any 
age, text fun, flirt, possible meeting. 
Text Only. Box: 4126579 ft 
ELIZABETH, 45, fed up with lonely 
nights! Blonde blue eyed, no chil- 
dren/ties, WLTM someone for cosy 
nights in and TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429221 ft 
SARAH black lady, works as a 
nurse. 48yrs young, hoping to meet 
a younger man for some fun. Let 
me be your couger and dress me up 
in my uniform. Text Only. Box: 
4166063ft 

SHARON, 48, tall slim attractive, 
lives alone with no ties, love roman¬ 
ticising and WLTM man for good 
times together, maybe more. Any 
age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429125 ft 

MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs, 
hoping to meet a nice chap, any 
age, for chats, non complicated 
times. Must have great soh, looks 
unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
4037147ft 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 70yrs young, 
slim, fit and young for my age. I’m 
hoping to meet a kind gent, must 
have GSOH, age/looks unimportant. 
Must be smart and good company. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429039 ft 

I am a discreet married black lady 
who is hoping to meet a man of any 
colour for some daytime chats, 
maybe meet up, maybe just text to 
prolong the interest in our ways. 
Text Only. Box 4063856 ft 
TINA, 58yrs, slim, passionate and 
kind. Loves eating out. Hoping to 
meet gent 55-63. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 429167 ft 
GEORGINA, 46yrs, sophisticated 
professional lady (teacher), quite 
firm but kind! Interested in finding 
out more? I am interested to chat to 
you so call me today. Text Only. 
Box:4151593ft 

JANE, 49yrs, own home, loves 

nature, artistic. Love to socialise. 
WLTM gent any age, must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429165 ft 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings 
casual fun. I have my own house, 
car and am solvent. I’m busty with a 
firm figure. You must be open mind¬ 
ed, age/status unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633 
NANCY, 40 something years young. 
Attractive, fun loving and kind. 
Hoping to meet gent for trips, partic¬ 
ularly around Cornwall which I love. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429037 ft 


VALERIE, caring thoughtful lady. 
Attractive with GSOH. Seeking simi¬ 
lar gent. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429163 ft 
MARIELLE, 45yrs, curvy attractive 
lady, likes older men. I’m married so 
you must be discreet. Lets meet up, 
and make each other smile again. 
Call me and lets get to know each 
other. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 
426853 

ATTRACTIVE lady, late sixties, hop¬ 
ing to meet a nice chap for walking, 
wining dining, and much much more. 
Age unimportant ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 429161 ft 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be dis¬ 
creet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
ATTRACTIVE widow, 70s, solvent, 
fit and still attractive GSOH, hoping 
to meet a nice gent for days out, 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429159 ft 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time 
wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box: 409715 
LINDA, 61, attractive, looking for a 
good man who is loving, tactile and 
sensitive. Can you put the spring 
back in my step? Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429085 ft 
I am Caroline, 37. If you fancy a 
chat, are tall, dark and handsome, 
give this tall, fit female a call. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428943 ft 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

KATHLEEN, attractive lady, 58yrs. 
Blue-eyed brunette with varied inter¬ 
ests. I love life and want a nice gent 
to share it with me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429047 ft 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
SYLVIA, 44yrs, curvy busty build. 
Very respectful. Hoping to meet a 
good man to love. Call to hear more, 
I’ve lots to tell you. ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 429045 ft 
HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 56yrs. ~ Slim, 

brunette who loves life. I’m very 
passionate and loving. Call me if 
you are interested. I will reply to all 
calls and texts. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 429043 ft 
CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3027 Box 427533 
ATTRACTIVE lady, 44yrs, easygo¬ 
ing, solvent with OHAC. If you are 
down to earth and loving call me. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 429041 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual rela¬ 
tionship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

PAULINE, Sincere lady, 70s, GSOH, 
OH&C. Curvy with shoulder length 
dark hair. Varied interests, theatre 
and travel. WLTM similar minded 
gent. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428977 ft 


bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 
Box 426851 

I am Caroline, 37. If you fancy a 
chat, are tall, dark and handsome, 
give this tall, fit female a call. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428943 ft 
JANE, 47, confident full figured and 
all woman, likes cosy nights in with 
that special person, looking for 
friendship maybe more. Age/looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428905 ft 
ATTRACTIVE lady, young looking 
70s, retired nurse, hoping to find a 
nice gent for cinema, wining, dining, 
lives pleasures. I’m very kind and 
miss a mans pleasures. Please con¬ 
tact me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 428971 ft 

Single Men 

TALL, dark, attractive Shropshire 
male, 57, WLTM an attractive 
female, for discreet daytime fun and 
excitement. Any age or status. Can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 429301 ft 

COLIN, 50, kind, loving, seeks kind 
loving, cuddly, large lady, 45-55, for 
LTR, love and romance. Must like 
hugs, kisses, cuddles and holding 
hands. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6091169ft 

JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, 
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady 
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175ft 

SINGLE dad, tall, blonde hair, good 
looking, keeps fit, loves the cinema, 
meals out, looking for a single lady 
for date nights. Single mum wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:428163ft 

ATTRACTIVE male, 56, 6ft, WLTM 
an attractive female, any age, for 
discreet fun and intimate times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 428109 
HI I am a single Indian male in my 
50s, and would like to meet a mature 
female 55+ for a NSA friendship. 
Text only replies. Box no: 
4627019ft 

WALSALL male, looking for no 
strings adult fun, with lady of any 
nationality, colour or age. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 428773 ft 
MALE, age 68, very active looking 
for lady for NSA fun. Can accommo¬ 
date. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
6026972 ft 

EASYGOING likeable man likes a 
drink at the pub, and nights in front 
of the telly and a cuddle, looking for 
lady 45-55. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6066059 ft 


uncared, unloved married woman 
looking for discreet adult fun 35-55. 
Txt me for a good time. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 5321154 ft 
MALE seeks affectionate, tactile, no 
drama, down to earth woman for 
nights in/out and loads of cuddles. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418695ft 

ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235ft 

MALE would like to meet local 
female 50/60 for mutual friendship. 
I'm easygoing and have many inter¬ 
ests. Text only replies. Mailbox: 
5071056ft 

COLIN 72, from Burntwood, looking 
for loving lady for days out, holidays 
and company. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 4880436 ft 
MALE, 20s, seeks NSA fun with 
female. I love a laugh, age isn’t 
important. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6042304 ft 
MALE 46, genuine and honest and 
very caring looking for a LTR with 
lady. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
5422168ft 

MALE 20s, chilled out and happy in 
life looking for woman to share life 
with. Text only Replies. Mailbox: 
6034839 ft 

MALE, 47, fit, slim, honest man, 
seeking nice, slim, honest lady for 
LTR, going out for drinks and having 
good times together. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427923 ft 
MIKE, male, 61, seeks black or 
Asian lady, any age for adult fun, 
maybe more. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6010228 ft 
MALE, late 60s, "N/S, retired, 5ft9, 

slim build, enjoys holidays abroad, 
weekends away, travel, meals out. 
Looking to meet female, N/S, who 
enjoys similar interests, to share 
good times together, for friendship 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 428219 
JEFF, 60s, tall, fit, young outlook, 
N/S, car owner, seeks similar lady 
for friendship, outings out etc. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
428175ft 

MALE, dark hair, dark eyes, slim, 47, 
likes walking, camping, pubs, danc¬ 
ing, looking for a slim, genuine lady, 
for fun times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427831 
HI my name is Jay. I’m looking for a 
lady to have a lovely evening with, 
maybe once or twice a week. 
Looking forward to hearing from you 
soon. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:427927 ft 

JACK 23, single, tall, young looking 
guy, kind and respectful, seeking 
female age/looks not important for 
mutual NSA fun. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6026038 ft 
MALE 64, fit, non-smoker, looking 
for NSA fun with lady, any age. I am 
kind and caring but miss the touch of 
a woman. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 6025714 ft 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 06/11/17 



TWILITE BAMBOO MEMORY FOAM 
PILLOW WITH REMOVABLE 
ZIPPPED COVER 

Anti-bacterial, Hypo-allergenic 
Promotes natural posture 

SSSP £84.99 latifs£6.99 

mm 


GAVENO CAVALIA VALENCIA LUXURY 
PLEATED DUVET SET 

Includes duvet cover and pillowcase(s) 



SINGLE BED SIZE 
SSSP £29.99,. . . 

LATIFS £9.99 

DOUBLE BED SIZE 
SSSP £24.99 

LATIFS £11.99 

KING BED SIZE 
SSSP £29.99 

LATIFS £13.99 

SUPER KING BED SIZE 
SSSP E34.9JL. , _ _ 

LATIFS £14.99 


GAVENO CAVALIA LAVISH 
100% COTTON TOWELS 



HAND TOWEL 

£2.99 

BUY ONE GET 
ONE FREE! 

BATH TOWEL 

£5.99 

BUY ONE GET 
ONE FREE! 

BATH SHEET 

£9.99 

BUY ONE GET 
ONE FREE! 



GAVENO 
CAVALIA 
MINK 
FAUX FUR 
THROW 

127CM X 152CM 

ASSORTED 

DESIGNS 

£ 9.99 

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
FREE! 


GAVENO CAVALIA STAR BUY ECO DUVET 
SET ASSORTED COLOURS 

Includes polycotton duvet cover and pillowcase(s) 



SINGLE BED SIZE 
SSSP £14.99 

LATIFS £5.99 

DOUBLE BED SIZE 
SSSP £19.99 

LATIFS £7.99 

KING BED SIZE 
SSSP £24.99 

LATIFS £9.99 

SUPER KING BED SIZE 
SSSP £29.99 

LATIFS £11.99 




PEPSI 

500ML 

£1 

BUY ONE GET 
THREE FREE! 

YES 4 BOTTLES 
FOR £1!! 

OR A CASE OF 24 
FOR JUST £4.99!! 


DREAMLAND 
LUXURY FITTED 
SHEETS 

Easy care polycotton 
Assorted colours/ 
designs 

SINGLE BED 
- SIZE 

£1.99 

DOUBLE BED 
|_ SIZE 

£2.99 



SOCKSATION 
5 PACK 
MENS SUIT 
SOCKS WITH 
ELASTANE 

SIZE 6-11 

£ 2.99 

BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
FREE! 


Classic^£S£ 



CLASSIC 

MENS 

STRETCH 

BOXERS 

SSSP 

£3.99 

LATIFS 

99p! 


MEGASOFT 

2PLY 18PK TOILET ROLLS 



BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON 

New Canal Street, Digbeth, B5 5PL LOXDALE STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON, WV14 OTP 


0800 00 92 555 www.latifs.co.uk 
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24 Homes & Gardens 


Get a taste 
of the great 
outdoors on 
these walks 



BLOW away the cobwebs and take in¬ 
spiration from a wealth of autumn walks 
where you can appreciate flora and fauna 
in dazzling shades of burnt orange, warm 
yellows and deep burgundies. 

Here are some of the country’s best... 

KILLERTON, DEVON 

Admire the pallet of colours offered in this garden, 
including the deep orange berries of the Chinese scarlet 
rowan, the red berries and furry leaves of the Cotone- 
aster lacteus, and the Zelkova carpinifolia turning a 
deep, buttery yellow. 

CRARAE GARDEN, ARGYLL 
A spectacular 50-acre woodland garden in a dramatic 
setting, Crarae has a wonderful collection of woody 
plants centred on the Crarae Burn, which is spanned 
by several bridges and tumbles through a rocky gorge 
in a series of cascades. The lush, naturalistic planting 
and rushing water gives the feel of a Himalayan valley. 
FELBRIGG, NORFOLK 

The Great Wood on the Felbrigg estate is full of in¬ 
teresting fungi in the autumn. After inspecting these, 
look up to see the bright copper leaves of the Victory V 
beeches. It’s worth taking a detour (at point 6 on the 
route) down Lion’s Mouth in autumn. The route feels 
like you are walking into the jaws of a lion with the 
tunnel of colour provided from the trees. 

FOUNTAINS ABBEY AND STUDLEY 
ROYAL, NORTH YORKSHIRE 
The sweeping landscape of Fountains Abbey and 
Studley Royal is full of autumn colour at this time of 
year. One of the rangers has designed a deer park walk 
through the estate which gives you the chance to see 
the deer rut as well as the beautiful autumn colours. 
GIBSIDE, TYNE AND WEAR 
Buzzing with wildlife, Gibside is home to red kites, 
roe deer and many other rare 
animals. During the autumn 
months, you can see the col¬ 
ours changing on the trees 
below as you rise out of the 
Derwent Valley on this cir¬ 
cular skyline walk offering 
plenty of opportunities for 
panoramic views. 

MOUNT STEWART, 
COUNTY DOWN 
Voted one of the top 10 
gardens in the world, Mount 
Stewart reflects a rich tapes¬ 
try of design and planting art¬ 
istry bearing the hallmark of 
its creator - Edith, Lady Londonderry. There are walks 
for everyone, from a short stroll around the gardens to 
longer walks around the lake and woodlands. The lake 
is particularly beautiful in autumn with gorgeous red 
and gold foliage. The banks are lined with primulas, 
irises and large-leaved gunneras. 

DINAS ISLAND, PEMBROKESHIRE (top) 

This circular walk on Dinas Island boasts some of 
the finest views anywhere on the Pembrokeshire coast. 
In early autumn, the coastal slopes are cloaked with 
the yellows and browns of fading bracken, while on the 
headland, the pinks and purples of common heather 
are just coming in to bloom, alongside the yellow gorse 
flowers. 

DUNSTER, SOMERSET (above left) 

A walk to the keep of the castle rewards visitors 
with a 360-degree view taking in Dunkery Beacon (the 
highest point on Exmoor) and the Bristol Channel. The 
south terrace offers views across the former deer park 
which will be full of colour and the opportunity to spot 
red deer. The area has a Mediterranean feel due to its 
microclimate which enables tender plants to thrive, in¬ 
cluding a row of Chusan palms. 

WINKWORTH ARBORETUM, SURREY 
During the autumn months, the splendour of Wink- 
worth Arboretum comes to life with rich, blazing colour 
from the Japanese, American and Norwegian maples. 
The 2.5-mile walk to Oakhurst weaves its way through 
the woodland to the top of Hydon’s Ball, where you can 
enjoy spectacular views across the landscape. 

Visit www.nts.org.uk and www.nationaltrust.org.uk 




Check your energy bills — 
there may be a mistake 


HOUSEHOLDERS are advised to check their 
bills carefully as a recent survey has shown that 
billing mistakes by energy companies have cost 
customers on average £79 each. 

Midlands energy expert Ron Fox said switch¬ 
ing website uSwitch.com believed these errors 
had put 1.3 million residents out of pocket by 
more than £102 million and it had taken some 
of them an average of 35 days to recover their 
money. 

“With Christmas round the corner autumn 
is when many people review their finances and 
that should include their energy bills,” said Mr 
Fox, of Noreus Ltd at Keele, Staffordshire. 

“Households are already feeling the pinch 
from recent price rises, and having to chase for 
an average of five weeks to get their money back 
simply adds insult to injury,” he added. 

Almost one in three of those affected by the 
billing blunders, or 28 per cent, said they were 
charged for an amount that did not match the 
meter readings they had supplied. 

A quarter, or 26 per cent, said their bill did not 


add up correctly. Other billing blunders included 
suppliers getting direct debit amounts wrong 
(eight per cent), applying incorrect fees (seven 
per cent) and mixing up one bill with someone 
else’s (five per cent). 

However, uSwitch.com said the billing errors 
could be higher, since more than a quarter of 
consumers (27 per) admitted to not reading their 
energy bills at all because they were too com¬ 
plicated. 

But the energy trade body Ofgem has hit 
back at the report, claiming that suppliers have 
managed to reduce their overall number of com¬ 
plaints by two million. 

A spokesman said: “We have taken strong ac¬ 
tion to address billing failures by suppliers, with 
suppliers paying out over £40m as a result.” 

Mr Fox supported uSwitch.com who are call¬ 
ing for market regulator Ofgem and suppliers 
to dramatically reduce billing errors, reimburse 
customers within a month, and issue bills that 
are easier to understand. 


Gardens that bring life 
to the concrete jungle 


Report by Hannah Stephenson 

AS charities such as the RHS 
and Groundwork continue their 
work to green grey Britain, cre¬ 
ating green spaces within urban 
sprawls, community gardens are 
becoming more important than 
ever. 

Over the next 12 months, organic 
drinks brand Honest and environmen¬ 
tal regeneration charity Groundwork. 
org.uk will be working together to 
bring more green spaces and gardens 
to busy urban areas. 

Groundwork community gardener Sean 
Gifford helps local groups set up commu¬ 
nity gardens in a range of areas from hous¬ 
ing estates to disused parking lots. 

He meets with community groups and 
takes them through the process, from de¬ 
sign to plant selection. 

“Our mission is about greening grey 
spaces, often areas with a lot of concrete, 
with high levels of social isolation and often 
crime,” says Sean. 

“Usually in urban city spaces there’s not 
much biodiversity. Green spaces help peo¬ 
ple relax and feel healthier.” 

Ben Coles, Groundwork director of com¬ 
munities and environmental services, offers 
the following advice on how local people can 
get a community garden off the ground: 

BUILD SOME MOMENTUM 
BEHIND THE IDEA 

Find out how many people are interested 
in it - the more momentum from locals who 
are keen to do it, the more voices you have 
to be heard. 

Organise a meeting with neighbours to 
see how it could be taken forward. 

“You are always going to have one or two 
champions among groups who are excited 
about growing food and setting up gardens 
near their homes,” says Coles. 

“It’s those champions who need to get a 
few other people on board and find a spot. 
Land is key.” 

CHECK SPACE AVAILABILITY 

Find a spot you think would be suitable. 
It might be at the edge of a park, or a small 
wooded area or simply an open disused 
space. Speak to your local authority partner 
or landowners or whoever is responsible for 
the land. Contact your housing department, 
landlord or housing association. 

CONSIDER FUNDING 

Sometimes the councils will refer you to 
an organisation that can help, other times 
the residents will find their own sponsor¬ 
ship. 

This might come through local busi¬ 
nesses, a charity, or with guidance through 
organisations such as the Federation of 
Community Farms & City Gardens (www. 
farmgarden.org.uk). 

Grants are given by charities, lottery 
funding and corporate sponsors, although 
communities also try to raise money by or- 



Community gardens bring a flash of greenery to grey urban areas - and are a great way of bringing people together 



Julia Bradbury (centre) and Ben Coles (right) back community gardens Children can learn about gardening and the outdoors 


ganising local fund-raising events and there 
is some crowd-funding. 

MOVING FORWARD 
“We would look at the needs, from de¬ 
signing and constructing a growing space 
to providing people like Sean to help the 
groups get up and running, and to recog¬ 
nise that some of them don’t know a lot 
about what they can grow and how they 
would look after it. It’s always a tailored 
response,” says Coles. 

“Our approach would be to get them to 
the point where they are happy and confi¬ 


dent enough to look after the spaces them¬ 
selves. It’s recognising how much support 
they are going to need. Are they good gar¬ 
deners who might just need a refresher? Or 
are they complete beginners?” 

IT MAY NOT BE EASY 
Ken Elkes, spokesman for the Federation 
of Community Farms and City Gardens, 
says: “The bottom line is that most groups 
run on a shoestring and find it difficult to 
get enough income to sustain and expand 
their community gardens. 

“There’s a lot less funding around than 


there used to be because local councils have 
less money and because of the popularity of 
community gardens there’s more competi¬ 
tion for the funding that is available. 

“But there are ways of starting up and 
sustaining a community garden. Most don’t 
need a huge amount of money. Most people 
start out as a group who come together and 
do everything on a voluntary basis. We can 
give advice on funding opportunities and 
have access to information and resources, 
acting as a conduit between the members 
and corporate sponsors.” 
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TRIBUTE NIGHTS EVERY SUNDAY 

Sunday tm Sunday 19 th 
November November 

wTisn rpftfteit*' 


WHAT'S ON 

Monday Nights 

Quiz with prizes 
l 8.30pm start 


Sunday 26 th 
November 


Sat 11/11 Abi Relay 
Sat 18/11 The Underdogs 
Sat 25/11 TBR Blues & Soul 
Sat 2/12 Blueroek Revival 




Now being served 7 days a week by popular demand 8am till 11am 


883 Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill OYS 3LQ Tel: 01384 76066 
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MOUNTAINS ■ 

& MISTLETOE £239 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 


ARDGARTAN HOTEL 

LOCH LOMOND NATIONAL PARK 


TripAdvisor 

(fxD®®®®® 


MONDAY 11 th DECEMBER 


A 5 day break staying at our Ardgartan Hotel. This 
attractively priced holiday is a celebration of the 
festive period to get you in the mood for Christmas 
and New Year. There will be an excursion 
everyday including Oban, Inveraray, Callander, 

The Trossachs, Stirling including entrance to the 
Battle of Bannockburn Experience, along with a 
wonderful party atmosphere in the hotel. 

TOUR INCLUDES _ 

4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions. 
pickup from _ 

Birmingham, Smethwick, West Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 

LOCHS 

01389 713713 ^ 


LOCHS.COM 


GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 



Wolverhampton Civic Hall 

_ Sunday 10 December _ 


wolvoscivic.co.uk | OB70 320 7000 



Noddy and I have 
had a hell of a life 



I was in a dark 
place -1 had two 
years of really 
bad depression 


Y bu’d expect him to be 
the showiest of all of the 
members of Slade. After 
all, Dave Hill made a career 
from modelling silver wigs 
and platform boots. He was 
the brightest star in Slade’s firmament, 
the one who’d dress most outrageously, 
who’d model a great scooping fringe for 
more years than was sensible. 

Yet Dave Hill is as far removed from the caricature as 
is possible. Our scheduled 15-minute chat turns into 45. 
And the subjects aren’t just Rolls Royces and drink, six 
number one singles and outrageous apparel - Dave talks 
about depression and importance of our shared history, 
about his deep, deep affection for the Black Country and 
a long-lasting marriage. 

The man nicknamed Superyob who rocked the world 
with Slade is more sensitive and thoughtful than anyone 
might imagine. Yes, there’s Merry Xmas Everybody and 
six smash LPs in his new book, So Here It Is, which is 
published this month by Unbound. But there’s also talk 
about post-War Britain and his office job at Tarmac, 
about sliding into depression during his later years and 
suffering a stroke, there’s an honest assessment of 
Slade’s split-to paraphrase, everyone started to hate 
Noddy, though Dave and Nod are the best of pals again 
now - and there’s the slow revealing of a gentle soul. 
Superyob? Dave Hill. You’re having a larf. 

“I was born in a castle and then grew up in a council 
house in Wolverhampton. I had a smashing mum and 
dad but things were tough growing up in post¬ 
war Britain. My life really changed 
when I heard rock’n’roll music. 

I said goodbye to an office job 
at Tarmac and never looked 
back. I played in various groups 
before fame came knocking at 
my door. 

“Slade’s success didn’t happen 
overnight but boy, were we big when 
we took off! We had 23 top twenty 
hits and six number one singles. Three 
of these went straight to the number one 
spot - a first, not even matched by The 
Beatles. Topping it all was Merry Xmas 
Everybody, which sold over one million 
copies. We also had six smash LPs, and 
one time had the number one and two 
spots on the LP chart. All this made Slade 
the biggest band in the UK in the 70s, and 
we were massive all over the world, too. 

“Slade had some great years but 
fashions change and the break-up of the 
original band was heartbreaking. I thought 
that would be it for me. 

“I battled through depression and got 
over a stroke, and decided to carry on 


doing the thing 
which I do best: I 
went back on the 
road with Slade. 
I’ve seen more 
of the world, and 
more fans, in the last 
25 years than I did when 
the band were at their most 
famous.” 

Dave’s autobiography, inevitably, 
was created in his beloved Black 
Country. He met a writer, from 
Walsall, who was a big Slade fan 
and encouraged him to jot down his 
memories. Publishers were slow on 
the uptake so they took it to Unbound, 
the pledge-funded organisation. Dave 
smashed his target - achieving 116 per 
cent funding from 564 backers. 

“It was a nice process. If I’d been with 
a different publisher, they’d have been 
telling me what to write. With these 
guys, I was just allowed to get on with 
it. I worked with a ghostwriter, he was 
from Wednesbury. It was important 
to do it that way. I was working with 
somebody who understood the 
way I talk and who related to my 
upbringing.” 

Dave didn’t just want to write 
about the good times. He wanted 
to tell the truth, to write down 
his experience of mental health 
issues. 

“The Slade years were 
incredible. We had the most 
original Christmas song. We 
influenced a lot of people. 
Those years took me to 
destinations I wouldn’t have 


dreamed of. Everything was good until the break-up of 
the band. 

“I didn’t know what I was going to do. But I’d got a 
good wife and three children. I had a lot to carry on for.” 

Dave is more candid in his book about the break-up 
than others have been. 

“I spoke to Nod about it, he keeps in touch. He said 
nobody’s really written how the split was. So I did my 
best to write about how it was. Nod and myself have one 
heck of a life. We have a love for each other. We didn’t 
agree with everything but we agreed with one thing, to 
be in a great band. We achieved that. Slade were a great 
rock’n’roll band. We had uniqueness and an honesty. 

“With Nod, there was the realisation that he was going 
to go. And back then, when I weighed it up, maybe there 
wasn’t any love for him in the band any more. He had to 
do what he had to do. In the early days it was like we were 
glued together. But we loved it and we’re mates now. We’ll 
always be known for it, especially Nod and myself.” 

Dave’s book is equally remarkable for his exploration of 
depression, which followed routine surgery. 

“I was in a dark place for a while. I had two years of 
really bad depression and was wondering whether I 
would ever feel good again. It was scary, it was hard 
on the family. I didn’t trust medication. I found the right 
person who helped me, a great psychiatrist, who knew 
about medication. She was a specialist in her area 
and great to talk to. She told me I was 100 per cent 
depressed.” 

The joy returned when he listed to some old 60s music 
in his car. “The music gave me that joy inside. I went on a 
shopping spree buying clothes, I was Dave Hill again, that 
bloke, going out and getting stuff. The dark areas faded 
away. But I’ve wrote about that in the book.” 

Andy Richardson 

• So Here It Is: How the Boy From Wolverhampton 
Rocked the World With Slade, by Dave Hill, is 
published by Unbound on November 16. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 



























Lions of Dissent are aiming 
to be complete package 


Lions of Dissent self produce and 
create everything themselves, 
including the lyrics, music, studio 
production, video production, art 
design and website as well as 
screen printing T-shirts and curating 
photo shoots. 

Currently with 10 members, the group 
which formed in 2015 features a creative 
director, songwriters, musicians, producers, 
filmmakers, web developers and graphic 


designers. Speaking about the group’s 
collective philosophy, lead songwriter 
Tim Baker says ‘It’s not only through 
absolute necessity, but an essential part 
of the ethos that we create everything 
ourselves - constructing and expanding our 
own universe piece by piece and inviting 
everybody to step inside as they pass us by’. 

Having gained praise from the likes 
of Simon Raymonde (owner of Bella 
Union Records), Anton Newcombe (Brian 
Jonestown Massacre) and Simone Marie 
Butler (Primal Scream) the group have also 


attracted international interest. 

After releasing seven videos on YouTube, 
tracks such as X Y Z and Heaven Sent 
have amassed over 6000 views to build an 
audience and reputation. 

This has allowed them to release their 
debut EP ‘What Would It Feel Like To Be 
Free’ this week on their own label Lion Rebel 
Recordings. 

Now Lions of Dissent have announced 
their debut live show taking place in their 
home city at the Newhampton Arts Centre 
tomorrow night (Friday). 


Wolf Alice is so ready 
to rock the Academy 


The gig of the week sees 
Wolf Alice in concert at 
Birmingham’s 02 Academy 
on Thursday, November 
16. 

Since their debut My Love 
Is Cool in 2015 and a storming 
Glastonbury set last year, this 
London outfit have become the 
UK’s premier indie rock band - 
blending shoegaze guitar swirl 
with grungy hard rock. The four 
piece fronted by Ellie Rowsell, 
pictured, a month ago released 


second album Visions of a Life 
and won more fans with an 
appearance on Jools Holland’s 
TV show. 

And it’s worth turning up early 
to catch their tour supports 
Superfood - returning to their 
home city - and New York trio 
Sunflower Bean. 

Fans have two chances to 
catch singer-songwriter Newton 
Faulkner, at the 02 Institute 
in Digbeth, Birmingham, on 
Saturday or Wolverhampton 
Slade Rooms on Tuesday. He has 


released sixth studio album, Hit 
The Ground Running. 

Mods will be out in force at 
the Robin 2 for a double bill of 
Secret Affair and The Chords on 
Saturday. Expect to be dazzled 
by the light show when space 
rockers The Hawklords, featuring 
ex-members of Hawkwind, play 
the Bilston venue on Sunday. 
John ‘Drumbo’ French, a former 
colleague of experimental blues 
artist Captain Beefheart brings an 
incarnation of the late captain’s 
Magic Band to the Robin on 



Monday during 
their farewell tour. 

Afro Celt Sound System and 
The Dhol Foundation are at 
Birmingham Town Hall tomorrow 
(Friday) and The Bard of Barking 
Billy Bragg is at that venue on 
Saturday. 

Three legends perform 
in Birmingham including, 
on Monday, Blondie (Arena 
Birmingham) and Van Morrison 
(Symphony Hall) then Alice 
Cooper on Tuesday (Arena 
Birmingham). 


Perfect role for 
Strictly’s Danny 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Sunset Boulevard is at 
Birmingham Hippodrome f 
from Monday to Saturday a \ 

with Hollyoaks actor and a 1 

Strictly Come Dancing | I 

finalist Danny Mac. 1 a 

Mac plays Joe Gillis, a \ a 

down-on-his-luck writer f 

who stumbles into the 
deluded world of faded silent 
movie queen Norma Desmond, 
played by stage star Ria Jones. The show features 
the songs The Perfect Year and With One Look. 

For tickets see birminghamhippodrome.com or 
call 0844 338 5000. 


The comedy just 
keeps on coming 


It’s been a funny old autumn, with 
comedy festivals in Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham, but the laughs keep on 
coming. 

Following his sold-out show at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall this week, 
Liverpudlian comic, actor and presenter 
John Bishop brings his Winging It tour to 
Arena Birmingham tomorrow (Friday) for 
the first of three consecutive nights. 
Wolverhampton’s Arena Theatre hosts 
Brummie Jo Enright with her Erdington 


Girl show tomorrow night. 

Comedian and activist Mark Thomas 
brings his Show That Gambles On The 
Future, his vision of what the world coulc 
hold in store, to the MAC in Cannon 
Hill Park, Edgbaston, next Thursday, 
November 16. The following night James 
Cook’s new stand-up show Too Many 
Jameses is at the MAC’S Hegagon 
Theatre. 

Mae Martin is at Birmingham Glee Club 
tomorrow to kick-off the weekend. 


(t's all happening 
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SPECIAL OFFER BURGER 
AND A PINT £4.50 

When the sun shines we have the perfect 
trap patio looking out onto the canal 


Welcome to the 

Samson 8c Lion f 


CANALSIDE PUB IN STOURBRIDGE 


Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley, Stourbridge, DY8 6SP 07930 473482 


www.samsonandlion.co.uk 
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DIGITAL 



Royal British Legion Festival 
of Remembrance 2017 
(BBC1,9pm) 

The Royal Albert Hall in London 
hosts the annual Festival of 
Remembrance. Huw Edwards 
narrates the event as the likes of 
Tom Odell, Alfie Boe and Lesley 
Garrett take to the iconic stage 
alongside the Queen’s Colour 
Squadron and the Royal Marines 
Band. They will be paying tribute 
to the men and women who have 
died in combat since the First 
World War. The event concludes 
with the now-iconic poppy petal 
shower, which sees thousands of 
poppy petals rain down on the 
assembled audience - among 
which sits Her Majesty the Queen 
- as a symbol of each life lost. 
Tomorrow morning the annual 
National Service of 
Remembrance will take place at 
the Cenotaph and will be covered 
by BBC One from 10.20am. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 10.45 Lord Mayor’s Show 2017. 
12.05 Football Focus. 12.35 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Rugby League World Cup. 2.00 Live 
International Rugby Union. Scotland v 
Samoa (Kick-off 2.30pm). 4.30 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 5.00 Len Goodman’s 
Partners in Rhyme. 5.35 BBC News. 

5.45 Regional Programme. 5.55 
Pointless Celebrities. 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing. The pro¬ 
celebrity couples face yet another 
round of high-pressure 
performances, as the competition 
enters its eighth weekend. Only 
nine duos remain, and Claudia 
Winkleman and Tess Daly present 
as the pairs once more take to the 
dancefloor to demonstrate 
whether a week of rigorous 
training has had any impact on 
their skills as dancers. This time, 
though, the pressure is higher 
than ever, as anyone who drops 
out of the contest this weekend 
will miss out on the chance to 
dance at Blackpool Tower 
Ballroom next week. As ever, 
judges Shirley Balias, Bruno 
Tonioli, Craig Revel Horwood and 
Darcey Bussell preside over the 
contest, awarding each star a 
score that could give them a 
crucial lead in avoiding elimination 
following the public vote. 

8.10 Casualty. Ethan’s secret seems to 
have been discovered, but 
Connie’s reluctance to treat her 
condition gives him a more urgent 
problem to tackle. 

9.00 Royal British Legion Festival of 
Remembrance 2017. Huw 

Edwards hosts the annual Festival 
of Remembrance at London’s 
Royal Albert Hall. 

10.40 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

11.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes looks 
after a robotic baby that has been 
given to Dermot and Maria to help 
them prepare for their new arrival, 
and Cathy develops a crush on her 
psychology lecturer. (R) 

11.30 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman is 
joined by former players Osi 
Umenyiora and Jason Bell to 
present highlights of Thursday 
night’s game, plus a look at the 
major stories shaping the NFL 
world. 

12.00 Film: Three Fugitives. (1989) 1.35 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.00 Holiday of My Lifetime with Len 
Goodman. (R) 6.45 Animal Park 
Summer Special. (R) 7.30 Naomi’s 
Nightmares of Nature. 8.00 Deadly 60. 
(R) 8.30 Show Me What You’re Made Of. 
9.00 Saturday Mash-Up!; Two Minutes 
Silence. 11.00 Rick Stein’s Long 
Weekends. (R) 12.00 Nigella: At My 
Table. (R) 12.30 Italy Unpacked. (R) 1.30 
Wild Brazil. (R) 2.30 Flog It! (R) 3.15 
Mastermind. (R) 3.45 Cycling - Track 
World Cup. 4.45 Live International 
Rugby Union. Wales v Australia (Kick-off 
5.15pm). John Inverdale introduces 
coverage from the Principality Stadium, 
as the hosts begin their autumn 
international campaign. 

7.30 International Rugby Union. 
England v Argentina. Jason 
Mohammad presents highlights of 
the autumn international at 
Twickenham. With commentary by 
Andrew Cotter and Brian Moore, 
and analysis by Jeremy Guscott. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. A night at the cinema 
with the rest of the platoon and a 
black-market toasted cheese 
sandwich make Mainwaring have 
an unusual dream in which he is 
Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo. 
Comedy first broadcast in 1972, 
starring Arthur Lowe, John Le 
Mesurierand Clive Dunn. (R) 

9.00 Film: Effie Gray. (2014) Premiere. 
A Victorian woman is trapped in a 
loveless marriage to a celebrated 
art critic from the age of 19. She 
becomes a model for a painter her 
husband is promoting and falls in 
love with him. Inspired by the 
relationship and aided by a 
respected writer, she creates 
scandal by becoming the first 
woman to seek a divorce. Fact- 
based period drama, starring 
Dakota Fanning and Emma 
Thompson. 

10.40 Ql XL. Bill Bailey, Jan Ravens and 
Grayson Perry join regular 
panellist Alan Davies and host 
Sandi Toksvig for an extended 
edition of the unconventional quiz. 
11.25Film: Private Peaceful. (2012) 
Two brothers’ relationship is 
changed for ever when they serve 
in the First World War. Drama 
based on Michael Morpurgo’s 
novel, starring Jack O’Connell. 

1.00 Film: Free Men. (2011) An Algerian 
black marketeer in Nazi-occupied France 
is forced to become a spy, but ends up 
joining a resistance cell. Second World 
War drama, with Tahar Rahim and 
Michael Lonsdale. 2.35 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 
Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.10 Ultimate Spider-Man: Web 
Warriors. 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 
7.35 Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry 
Show. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. 
(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Scrambled!: 
Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Saturday Morning with James Martin. 

11.30 Gino’s Italian Coastal Escape. (R) 

11.55 The Harbour. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 The X Factor. (R) 2.20 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 2.50 
Midsomer Murders. (R) 4.40 
Catchphrase. (R) 5.25 The Cruise. (R) 

5.55 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. 

(R) 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
including a drone flying into a 
child’s face, a unicycling Scotsman 
and a builder being crushed by a 
wall. 

7.10 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the third heat, as competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge. 

(R) 

8.10 The X Factor Live. Dermot 
O’Leary hosts as the talent contest 
enters its third weekend of live 
eliminations, and the remaining 
acts step on-stage to face scrutiny 
at the hands of the judges. 

9.40 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
Jamaican singer, model and 
actress Grace Jones visits the 
studio, along with former Great 
British Bake Off winner Nadiya 
Hussain and comedian Micky 
Flanagan. Plus, music by Stormzy. 

10.40 ITV News; Weather. 

10.50 World Cup Qualifier Playoff 

Highlights. Jacqui Oatley presents 
action from all four first-leg 
matches, including Northern 
Ireland v Switzerland at Windsor 
Park and Denmark v Republic of 
Ireland at the Parken Stadium. 

11.55 Film: Run Fat Boy Run. (2007) 
Romantic comedy, with Simon 
Pegg and Thandie Newton. 

1.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

6.25 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
6.50 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.15 Frasier. (R) 7.40 Frasier. (R) 8.05 
Frasier. (R) 8.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

8.55 The Big Bang Theory. 9.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 9.50 The Simpsons. (R) 

10.15 The Simpsons. (R) 10.45 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.15 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.45 Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.20 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 12.50 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 1.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 1.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

2.25 A Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 
(R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun. (R) 4.00 
Best Laid Plans. 5.00 Grand Designs. (R) 
6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Volatile Earth: Killer Floods. 
Scientists use state-of-the-art 
technology to investigate theories 
that suggest catastrophic floods 
raged across the Earth thousands 
of years ago, shaping the planet’s 
landmasses. Aerial photography is 
combined with the latest forensic 
techniques to assess bizarre 
landscapes in America, Iceland 
and the floor of the English 
Channel, which might all have 
been formed by huge floods. 
Previously seen on More4. 

7.30 Formula 1: Brazilian Grand Prix 
Qualifying - Highlights. Steve 
Jones presents action from the 
battle for pole position in the 19th 
and penultimate round of the 
season, which takes place at 
Interlagos in Sao Paulo. Recently 
crowned world champion Lewis 
Hamilton won here for the first 
time last year, becoming the first 
British victor since Jenson Button 
in 2012. 

9.00 Film: Terminator Genisys. (2015) 
Premiere. A soldier fighting in a 
post-apocalyptic war against living 
machines is sent back in time to 
prevent an attempt to change the 
past - but when he arrives, he 
finds that history has been 
changed beyond recognition-and 
that a plot is being hatched by an 
unexpected enemy to destroy the 
future of the human race. Sci-fi 
adventure sequel, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and Emilia 
Clarke. 

11.30 Film: Gl Joe: Retaliation. (2013) 
An elite military team battles a 
terrorist organisation that has 
replaced the US president with an 
imposter. Action adventure sequel, 
with Dwayne Johnson. 

1.40 The Last Leg. (R) 2.30 Hollyoaks. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. 10.40 
The Gadget Show. (R) 11.40 Santa 
Makes You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 12.40 
Film: Operation Christmas. (2016) 
Drama, starring Tricia Heifer. 2.25 Film: 
All I Want for Christmas. (2013) Festive 
fantasy, starring Melissa Sagemiller. 4.05 
Film: A Christmas Song. (2012) 
Romantic drama, with Natasha 
Henstridge and Gabe Hogan. 5.05 5 
News Update. 5.10 Film: A Christmas 
Song. (2012) Concluded. 

6.10 Film: The Nine Lives of 
Christmas. (2014) A fireman who 
prefers being single adopts a stray 
cat, but having a pet makes him 
long for some human company. 
Romantic comedy, starring 
Brandon Routh. 

7.10 5 News Update. 

7.15 Film: The Nine Lives of 

Christmas. (2014) Concluded. 
7.50 NCIS: New Orleans. A petty officer 
is found dead in a sports arena 
clutching a tranquilliser gun, and 
the team discovers the killing is 
related to a kidnapping case from 
the past. 

8.45 NCIS: New Orleans. A naval 
lieutenant is tortured and 
murdered, and the case takes a 
personal turn for Sebastian when 
he is kidnapped by the killer and 
forced to assist in a prison break. 

9.40 5 News Weekend. 

9.45 Live Boxing. Josh Taylor v Miguel 
Vazquez. Coverage of the WBC 
Silver Super-Lightweight title bout 
from Royal Highland Centre in 
Edinburgh. Taylor is undefeated in 
his professional career thus far, 
having recorded 10 consecutive 
victories that include nine wins by 
stoppage, but he faces arguably 
his toughest opponent in Vazquez. 
Though the Mexican may perhaps 
be on the slide in the tail end of his 
career he is vastly experienced, 
having previously held the IBF 
World Lightweight title from 2010 
to 2014, while he boasts a record 
of 39 wins against just five losses. 

11.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from Leagues One and Two, 
including Doncaster Rovers v 
Rotherham United, Rochdale v 
Wigan Athletic, and Carlisle United 
v Yeovil Town. 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 When Calls the 
Heart. (R) 4.40 Access. 4.50 Great 
Artists. (R) 5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Natural World: Honey Badgers - 
Masters of Mayhem 8.00 The Mekong 
River with Sue Perkins 9.00 1 Know Who 
You Are 11.35 The Vietnam War 12.30 
Top of the Pops: 1984 1.45 Natural 
World: Honey Badgers - Masters of 
Mayhem 2.45 The Mekong River with 
Sue Perkins 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Film: See Spot Run (2001) 12.25 
FYI Daily 12.30 Film: See Spot Run 
(2001) 1.30 Film: StTrinian’s 2: The 
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 2.30 FYI 
Daily 2.35 Film: St Trinian’s 2: The 
Legend of Fritton’s Gold (2009) 3.40 
Film: Bean (1997) 4.40 FYI Daily 4.45 
Film: Bean (1997) 5.20 Film: Clash of 
the Titans (2010) 6.20 FYI Daily 6.25 
Film: Clash of the Titans (2010) 7.25 
Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 8.25 FYI Daily 

8.30 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 10.00 
Celebrity Juice 10.50 Family Guy 12.45 
American Dad! 1.35 Timewasters 2.05 
Viral Tap 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.00 Film: Carry On Follow That Camel 
(1967) 11.50 Wycliffe 1.00 Foyle’s War 
5.05 Midsomer Murders 11.05 The 
Syndicate 12.10 Jane Eyre 2.15 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.20 Fishing Impossible 12.25 The Big 
Fish Off 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from 
Wincanton. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Wincanton and Doncaster. 
4.00 The Sweeney 5.00 The Car Chasers 
6.00 Storage Wars 6.25 Football’s 
Greatest: Johan Cruyff 6.45 Snooker: 
Champion of Champions Live. Coverage 
of the second semi-final from the Ricoh 
Arena in Coventry. 11.15 Film: 6 Bullets 
(2012) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 Film: 6 
Bullets (2012) 1.30 The Classic Car Show 

2.30 Football’s Greatest: Bobby Charlton 
2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 1.25 Film: Johnny 
English Reborn (2011) 3.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Bourne 
Legacy (2012) 11.40 Gogglebox 1.50 
The Inbetweeners 2.50 Rude Tube 3.45 2 
Broke Girls 4.05 How I Met Your Mother 
Film4 

11.00 The Black Knight (1954) 1.00 
Short Circuit 2 (1988) 3.10 Song of the 
Sea (2014) 5.05 Picture Perfect (1997) 
7.05 Night at the Museum: Secret of the 
Tomb (2014) 9.00 The World’s End 
(2013) 11.10 30 Days of Night (2007) 

1.25 The Anomaly (2014) 3.25 Close 


Star^Travel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


iUQ Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge 

S Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Choose from a selection of shows 

42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, Dreamgirls, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, 
Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Lion King, 
Tina - The Tina Turner Musical, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. Please call for details. 



SATURDAY NIGHT LONDON THEATRE 

BY COACH 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 


Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London 
with full English breakfast 

/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End 
Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 




2 days, 
by coach 
from 


£159 


■95pp 


View product online at Quote code: 
www.omega-holidays.com UME723 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


BY RAIL 

Selected Saturday departures until June 2018 



Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a choice of 4 star central London hotels with full 
English breakfast 

/ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End 
Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 

/ Return standard class rail travel to London 



2 days, 
by rail 
from 


£179 


95pp 


View product online at 

Quote Code: 

www.omega-holidays.com 

LHY268 


Single room supplement £50pp. Subject to availability. 



JM r-Y 


For more information A1AA 4 ! AA^I ^ p 
or to book, please call: Ul9v£ 9 VaID9 


Quote Code: NRW403 



FABULOUS FRIDAY THEATRE BREAK 

Hotel & Ticket Package 

SVPUgM 



Most weekend dates until June 2018 

With this fabulous-value hotel & ticket package you get a Stalls 
or Dress Circle ticket for a choice of top West End show (value 
£65-£77) plus an overnight stay in a 4 star central London hotel 
with breakfast. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Stalls or Dress Circle ticket for a Friday evening performance of 
your chosen show 

✓ Overnight stay at a choice of 4 star central London hotels 
with full English breakfast 


2 days, 

Hotel & Ticket 
Package 


from 


£119 


■95pp 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 f 

SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays Ltd, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aH °is @omegaHois omegaHois 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 
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Elton John: The Nation’s 
Favourite Song 
(ITV, 9pm) 

For a fan of the piano man, 
choosing your favourite song 
from his back catalogue is like 
being asked to pick your 
favourite child. Where does one 
even begin with such a task? 
How do you devise a shortlist, 
discarding potential classics 
along the way? Whatever the 
answer, ITV has attempted to 
make us do just that, and now 
it’s revealing the results of a 
nationwide poll to unearth the 
20 most popular of Elton’s 
tunes. But what will make it to 
the top of the list? Candle in the 
Wind is perhaps his most 
famous work, particularly 
because it was revamped by 
him and lyricist Bernie Taupin 
following Princess Diana’s 
death, but there are plenty to 
more to go at. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.20 Remembrance Sunday: The 
Cenotaph. 12.30 Women at War: 100 
Years of Service. 1.30 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.45 Flog It! (R) 2.05 Film: 

War Horse. (2011) First World War 
drama, starring Jeremy Irvine. 4.20 
Songs of Praise. 4.55 Blue Planet II. (R) 
5.55 BBC News. 

6.10 Regional Programme. 

6.20 Countryfile. A special episode for 
Remembrance Sunday, in which 
Ellie Harrison discovers how a 
rural environment can be 
therapeutic for servicemen and 
women returning from conflict. 
She also investigates the vital role 
played by female canal workers 
during the Second World War, 
where Adam Henson visits a 
school that is teaching farming 
skills to transform students’ lives. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing-The 
Results. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman reveal the results of 
last night’s viewers’ votes, and 
another couple leaves the contest. 

8.00 Blue Planet II. Creatures that live 
on coral reefs, including groupers, 
small predators that scientists 
believe are as intelligent as 
chimpanzees. These creatures have 
a remarkable aptitude for 
communication to the point where 
they can interact with other species 
including octopi and work together 
to catch prey. Plus, footage of a vast 
spawning event involving several 
different species offish, coral and 
invertebrates, and time-lapse 
photography of coral polyps 
growing and dying, creating a 
structure visible from space. 

9.00 Howards End. New series. Period 
drama based on EM Forster’s 
novel about the lives of three 
English families at the beginning 
of the 20th century. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Alan Shearer: Dementia, 

Football And Me. The former 
England international looks into 
the potential link between football 
and dementia, examining some of 
the latest scientific evidence from 
British researchers. 

11.30The Women’s Football Show. A 

look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game. 

12.05 Ronny Chieng: International 
Student. 12.35 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 12.40 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 Coast. (R) 6.50 AtoZ of TV 
Gardening. (R) 7.35 Great British Garden 
Revival. (R) 8.35 Countryfile. (R) 9.30 
Live Rugby League World Cup. 1.00 
International Rugby Union. (R) 2.00 Live 
Tennis: ATP World Tour Finals. Coverage 
of the afternoon session on day one from 
The 02 in London. 4.30 Cycling: Track 
Cycling World Cup. Live coverage of the 
third and final day from Manchester. 

6.00 Remembrance Sunday: The 
Cenotaph. David Dimbleby 
presents highlights of the service 
from Whitehall, attended by the 
Prince of Wales. 

7.00 Big Life Fix: Children in Need 
Special. One-off special in which 
Simon Reeve is joined by leading 
engineers and designers to invent 
life-changing solutions for three 
children with severe disabilities. 
Eight-year-old Josh was born 
completely blind, a condition that 
prevents him playing in with his 
classmates at break time. Eight- 
year-old Ayala, who has cerebral 
palsy, would love to play with her 
twin sister on an equal footing, and 
10-year-old Aman struggles with 
poor memory after suffering brain 
damage in a car accident. Can the 
experts help her and the other 
children improve their lives? (R) 
8.00 Robot Wars. An experienced 
contestant returns to defend his 
legacy in the fourth heat, battling 
alongside five other contenders 
through a series of group battles 
and knock-out rounds. 

9.00 Louis Theroux: Transgender Kids. 
Louis travels to San Francisco, 
where he spends time with 
children who are undergoing 
gender-reassignment treatment at 
UCSF Hospital’s Child and 
Adolescent Gender Centre. (R) 
10.00Snowfall. Teddy is given once last 
chance to put things right, 
Franklin’s uncle introduces him to 
a potential mentor, and Oso and 
Lucia go in search of a new 
business partner. 

10.45 Mock the Week. Ed Gamble, 

Milton Jones, Miles Jupp, Nish 
Kumar and Felicity Ward join host 
Dara 0 Briain and regular Hugh 
Dennis for the topical comedy 
show. (R) 

11.15 Rugby League World Cup. Action 
from the day’s final group-stage 
games. 

12.15 Film: The Human Factor. (1979) 

2.10 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R)3.10 
Holby City. (R) 4.10 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 7.00 
Mission Employable. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. 
(R) 7.10 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Make It 
Pop. (R) 9.00 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Film: Columbo: 
Butterfly in Shades of Grey. (1993) 11.25 
Tipping Point. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 The X Factor Live. (R) 

I. 55 Midsomer Murders. (R) 4.00 
Prince Harry and Meghan: Truly, Madly, 
Deeply. (R) 5.00 Sheridan. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.10 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 
Martin Roberts, Tracy Edwards, 
Debbie McGee and Duncan James 
answer general knowledge 
questions and work as a team to 
secure a cash prize for charity. 
Presented by Bradley Walsh. 

7.30 The X Factor Live. The third 
weekend of live shows concludes, 
with the remaining acts competing 
to impress the judges and 
audience and maintain their place 
in the show. The most popular act 
of the weekend will win a special 
prize that money cannot buy. 
Presented by Dermot O’Leary. 

9.00 Elton John: The Nation’s 

Favourite Song. A countdown of 
the singer’s 20 most popular 
songs, chosen by ITV viewers to 
celebrate his 70th birthday. Elton 
discusses the stories behind the 
tracks in a candid conversation 
with David Walliams, while 
celebrity fans and friends reveal 
what their favourite numbers 
mean to them. With contributions 
from Ed Sheeran, Annie Lennox, 
Stephen Fry and Elton’s longtime 
songwriting partner Bernie Taupin. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Unbelievable Moments Caught on 
Camera. Alastair Stewart presents a 
second selection of extraordinary 
footage. (R) 

II. 45 Play to the Whistle. Holly 

Willoughby hosts the sports- 
based comedy panel show, in 
which two teams go head to head 
in quizzes and physical games. (R) 

12.20 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


6.00 Kevin Can Wait. 6.25 Kevin Can 
Wait. 6.50 Kevin Can Wait. 7.15 Frasier. 
(R) 7.40 Frasier. (R) 8.05 The Simpsons. 
(R) 8.30 The Simpsons. (R) 9.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 Simpsons Day. (R) 12.55 
Simpsons Day. (R) 1.25 Simpsons Day. 
(R) 1.55 Simpsons Day. (R) 2.20 
Simpsons Day. (R) 2.50 Simpsons Day. 
(R) 3.20 Simpsons Day. (R) 3.50 
Simpsons Day. (R) 4.15 Simpsons Day. 
(R) 4.45 Film: Men in Black. (1997) Sci- 
fi comedy, starring Will Smith and 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain’s Forgotten Army. 

Documentary about the thousands 
of Chinese workers who supported 
Allied forces in the First World War 
by digging trenches, maintaining 
vehicles and dismantling 
unexploded bombs, but whose 
vital work went largely 
unrecognised. The programme 
uses recently discovered letters, 
diaries and documents to explore 
the experiences of this workforce, 
and features contributions from 
their living descendants. 

8.00 The Queen’s Favourite Animals. 
Documentary about the queen’s 
love of animals, from the corgis 
that have been her lifelong 
companions to thoroughbred 
racehorses. The programme 
features contributions from 
childhood friends and jockeys who 
rode her horses to victory, and 
examines how the queen gained a 
respected reputation as a 
champion breeder of not just dogs 
and horses, but highland cattle. 
9.00 Big Ben: Saving the World’s Most 
Famous Clock. Documentary 
about restoration work on the 
iconic clock tower, which will see 
the bells silenced for the next four 
years. Anna Keay, Director of 
Landmark Trust, goes behind the 
scenes on this massive project, 
and talks to Parliament’s principal 
architect and the three 
clockmakers who have the 
challenging task of taking the 
gigantic mechanism apart for the 
first time in nearly 160 years. 

10.30 Formula 1: Brazilian Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones presents 
action from the 19th and 
penultimate round of the season, 
which took place at Interlagos in 
Sao Paulo. 

12.45 Film: Life on the Limit. (2013) 

2.45 The Supervet. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.20 Poppy 
Cat. (R) 6.35 Wissper. (R) 6.40 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.45 Milkshake! 
Bopping About. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

7.00 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.25 Fireman 
Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little White Van. 
(R) 7.50 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.35 
Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 8.50 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.00 5 
News Special: Remembrance Sunday. 

11.05 Film: Let It Snow. (2013) 12.50 
Film: On Strike for Christmas. (2010) 
Drama, starring Daphne Zuniga. 2.30 
Film: Just in Time for Christmas. (2015) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, starring 
Eloise Mumford and Michael Stahl- 
David. 4.20 Film: Northpole. (2014) 
Premiere. Christmas fantasy, starring 
Tiffani Thiessen. 5.25 5 News Update. 

5.30 Film: Northpole. (2014) Concluded. 

6.10 Film: Deck the Halls. (2006) Two 
neighbours feud over who has the 
best Christmas lights and end up 
resorting to desperate measures 
to outdo each other. Comedy, 
starring Danny DeVito. 

7.10 5 News Update. 

7.15 Film: Deck the Halls. (2006) 
Concluded. 

8.00 Rugby on 5: Anglo Welsh Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
matchday two pool fixtures, which 
included Ospreys v Wasps, 
Northampton Saints v Dragons 
and Scarlets v Exeter Chiefs. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 MTV EMA 2017: London. Live 
coverage of the 24th MTV 
European Music Awards from 
Wembley Arena. Rita Ora hosts the 
show, which features performances 
by Stormzy, Kesha, the Killers, Demi 
Lovato, Shawn Mendes, Liam 
Payne, Travis Scott and Luis Fonsi. 
Nominees include Taylor Swift, Ed 
Sheeran, Foo Fighters and Rag ’n’ 
Bone Man, while Natalie Dormer, 
Madison Beer and Sabrina 
Carpenter are among the stars 
presenting awards. 

10.55 Before They Were Stars. (R) 
12.50 Lip Sync Battle UK: Carol 
Vorderman v Martin Kemp. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Another 
Cinderella Story. (2008) 4.40 Access. 

4.55 Great Artists. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Hedd Wyn: The Lost War 
Poet 9.00 Shark 10.00 The Sky at Night 

10.30 Horizon: Strange Signals from 
Outer Space! 11.30 1 Was There: The 
Great War Interviews 12.30 War of 
Words: Soldier-Poets of the Somme 2.00 
Balletboyz - Young Men 3.00 Shark 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

11.00 The X Factor Live 12.20 Take Me 
Out 1.35 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 2.10 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 3.05 FYI Daily 3.10 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 3.50 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.50 FYI Daily 
4.55 Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 5.50 
Film: Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) 6.50 
FYI Daily 6.55 Film: Jack the Giant Slayer 
(2013) 8.00 Film: Quantum of Solace 

S 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 

im of Solace (2008) 10.15 Family 
Guy 11.40 American Dad! 12.40 Film: 
The Nutty Professor (1996) 1.40 FYI 
Daily 1.50 Film: The Nutty Professor 
(1996) 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.50 Heidi 2.55 Film: Columbo: The 
Conspirators (1978) 5.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 The Syndicate 10.10 
Honest 11.10 Film: Chicago (2002) 
12.20 FYI Daily 12.25 Film: Chicago 
(2002) 1.25 The Knock 2.20 Mr Selfridge 

3.10 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.45 Judge 
Judy 5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.45 Storage Wars 12.45 Snooker: 
Champion of Champions Live. The 
opening session of the final at the Ricoh 
Arena, Coventry. 5.15 The Car Chasers 
5.40 The Sweeney 6.45 Snooker: 
Champion of Champions Live. The 
second session of the final at the Ricoh 
Arena, Coventry. 11.15 Film: Gascoigne 

S 12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 Film: 

gne (2015) 

E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea 12.00 Don’t Tell 
the Bride 1.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 The 
Big Bang Theory: Super Hero Day 8.30 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners Movie (2011) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 12.05 Gogglebox 
Film4 

11.00 Holiday Inn (1941)1.00 
Dragonball Evolution (2009) 2.40 Carry 
On Regardless (1961) 4.30 Hugo (2011) 

6.55 Tomorrow, When the War Began 

S 9.00 The Hunger Games: 

ig Fire (2013)11.45 Priest (2011) 

1.30 Storage 24 (2012) 3.20 Close 
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Sky tv 
coming 
, soon r 


Your local entertainment centre 

Function room seating 120, with full 
bar dance floor and stage area 

Live Singers Every Friday / 

£1 Admission 

Darts Doubles Christmas Knockout 28 th December 
Min winnings £200 + Extra's uflH 

! ■ BUFFETS mi 

of any size catered for ™ 

hot or cold for all tastes 2 

y * Private lounge room for 

up to 70 people CQS 


Birthdays, anniversaries, wakes, 
christenings, meetings all catered for 


cask 

Ales 


2 Sandringham PI, Wordsley, Stourbridge DY8 5HP 
See our FB page or call on numbers below for more information 

T: 01384 295083 orM: 07814 674325 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge - 


CELEBRATION 
OF V.E. DAY 

WITH VERA LYNN TRIBUTE 


Departing Friday 4 May 2018 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: PAL553 


✓ 2 nights at the Warner Hotel, Corton, Suffolk with 
3-course evening meal and breakfast 

✓ ‘A Salute to the Forties’ tribute show on Saturday 
evening featuring Vera Lynn and other music and 
entertainment stars of the 1940s 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by 
The Mersey Legends 

✓ Shopping or sightseeing visit to Norwich 


3 days, by coach 

£180 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 

Dame Vera Lynn will be played by the UK’s top Vera Lynn tribute act, 
Lorrie Brown. Omega Holidays cannot be held responsible if any named 
performers are unable to appear for whatever reason. 


EMMERDALE VILLAGE 

AND STUDIO EXPERIENCE 
& HARROGATE 




£ 




Departing Saturday 30 June 2018 


Quote Code: GWN182 


Price Includes.. 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided tour of The Emmerdale Studio Experience 
on Saturday 

✓ Guided walking tour of the Emmerdale TV village 
on Sunday 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Leeds 


2 days, by coach 

£160 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f U © OPENING TIMES: 

OmegaHols a Omega Hols OmegaHols MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 

- SAT 8.30-16.00 

Organised by Omega^Holidays Ltd, SUN 10-00 . 16-00 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Kickboxer, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A martial arts student witnesses his brother being 
brutally defeated in the ring by a Thai champion in a 
fight that leaves him paralysed. Vowing revenge, he 
seeks out the help of a reclusive master, under whose 
tutelage he hones his skills until he is ready to 
confront his enemy. Action thriller, starring Jean- 
Claude Van Damme, Dennis Alexio and Haskell V 
Anderson. (1989) 

TUESDAY 

Naughty or Nice, Channel 5, 3.10pm 

A woman is accidentally given a magic book used by 
Santa Claus to find out which children have been bad 
and good. She uses its power to expose the wicked 
deeds of those around her, but ends up learning more 
than she would like, getting into conflict with her 
neighbours and uncovering her boyfriend’s secrets. 
Festive fantasy, starring Hilarie Burton and Matt 
Dallas. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

Christmas Confessions, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A struggling actress who moved to New York to 
pursue her dreams returns to the small town she 
escaped years before for the festive season, where a 
romance with an old acquaintance shows her that the 
life she left behind may be better than Broadway. 
Romance, starring Sarah Lancaster. (2015) 

THURSDAY 

Angels and Ornaments, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A model of a carol singer hanging from a lovelorn 
musician’s Christmas tree comes to life in the build-up 
to the festive season. The living ornament decides to 
help his owner put a recent break-up behind her by 
matchmaking her with a childhood friend. Romantic 
fantasy, starring Jessalyn Gilsig. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

The Chronicles of Riddick, ITV, 10.40pm 

Fugitive Riddick evades capture by bounty hunters 
and steals their spacecraft, only to run into an even 
bigger threat - fanatical cult members on a sinister 
mission to kill or convert anyone who crosses their 
path. Sci-fi adventure sequel, with Vin Diesel. (2004) 


W hether it being buried alive 
by a wartime tunnel 
collapse or beaten to within 
a inch of his life by Father Hughes’ 
hired muscle, Tommy Shelby has 
found himself in plenty of tight spots. 

However, the Birmingham crime 
boss might just have bitten off more 
than he can chew as Steven 
Knight’s acclaimed saga Peaky 
Blinders returns for a fourth series. 

Cillian Murphy, who plays Tommy, 
said of the new action-packed run: 
“In the classic gangster arc, the last 
season was sort of all about the 
wealth, the house and all that 
material stuff. This season is sort of 
a return to the roots.” 

At the end of the last series, set in 
1924, we saw Tommy at what Knight 
has called the character’s “most 
nihilistic.” 

Having ascended into high 
society from his humble beginnings 
in Small Heath, Tommy seemingly 
threw his own family under the 
proverbial bus of the law for the 
criminal acts he made in the effort to 
save his captured young son. 


Every Shelby except Tommy was 
arrested at the leader’s luxurious 
countryside manor after they defied 
the Russians in a jewel heist and 
blew up a train. 

Whether or not they have all 
wriggled out of the charges will 
become clear, as the new series 
begins in December 1925. 

Thomas Shelby OBE has now 
acquired unprecedented legitimacy 
- but the gangster is a lonely man, 
estranged from his family and 
focused on business. 

However, when he receives a 
mysterious letter on Christmas Eve, 
he realises that his loved-ones and 
his empire are in danger of 
annihilation. 

As the enemy closes in, Tommy 
flees his country house and returns 
to the only safe place he knows: 
Small Heath, the slum where he 
grew up. 

Facing a more determined and 
sophisticated threat than ever 
before, the Shelbys must put 
differences aside, take up arms and 
fight for survival. 


So far, we know little of this new 
danger other than it is a new 
criminal organisation “of a different 
dimension,” headed by a ruthless 
crime boss (Adrien Brody), and 
according to Knight, it will represent 
the Shelbys’ “biggest threat” in the 
saga to date. 

Knight is thrilled to have Oscar- 
winner Brody on board as the story 
develops. He says: “Adrien 
genuinely was the actor in my head 
when I wrote the part. I’m sure he 
will be a formidable presence.” 

Other new cast members this time 
around include Aidan Gillen (Game 
of Thrones) and Charlie Murphy 
(Happy Valley), who will be joining 
the likes of Murphy, Helen McCrary, 
Tom Hardy and Charlotte Riley. 

Knight adds: “We have a dream 
team gathered for series four, 
coming to us for love of the show, 
which is great. 

“Adrien Brody, Aidan Gillen and 
Charlie Murphy give us a wealth of 
talent to work with, and with Tom 
Hardy and Charlotte Riley returning 
we couldn’t have hoped for more.” 


BEST OF THE REST 


of his own or a disgruntled co-worker threatening 
to expose a dark secret from her past. Just to add 
to the pressure, Kate is dealing with problems at 
home, not to mention her concerns about an 
upcoming wedding where the bride and groom 
don’t appear to speak the same language. 


MONDAY 

Children in Need Rocks the 80s 
BBC1,8.30pm 

The first Children in Need telethon was broadcast 
in 1980 - and now the charity is going back to 
that decade with a star-studded concert at the 
SSE Arena, Wembley. Fearne Cotton and Sara 
Cox introduce performances by acts including 
A-ha, Bananarama, Boy George, Erasure, Europe, 
Imagination featuring Leee John, Jason Donovan, 
Mica Paris, Nick Heyward, OMD and UB40 
featuring AN, Astro and Mickey. And for the 
younger viewers, there’s X Factor winner Louisa 
Johnson, who will be getting into the Eighties 
spirit even though she wasn’t born until 1998. As 
well as hearing some much-loved tunes, we’ll also 
be getting all the backstage gossip from Roman 
Kemp - and a few reminders of how Children in 
Need has been changing young people’s lives for 
37 years. 

TUESDAY 

Live International Football 
ITV, 7.30pm 

England v Brazil (Kick-off 8.00pm). Mark Pougatch 
presents coverage of the friendly encounter, which 
takes place at Wembley Stadium, as Gareth 
Southgate’s men continue their preparations for 


FRIDAY 

Children in Need 2017 
BBC1,7.30pm 

It’s that time of the year again when the 
nation’s celebrities urge us to dig deep for a good 
cause. This year’s fundraising extravaganza is 
hosted by Tess Daly, Graham Norton, Mel 
Giedroyc, Ade Adepitan, Rochelle and Marvin 
Humes, and there are plenty of other stars 
pitching in as well. The highlights include former 
and current Blue Peter presenters taking part in a 
special edition of Strictly Come Dancing, while 
judge Craig Revel Horwood also crops up as Miss 
Hannigan with the West End cast of Annie. 
However, even Miss Hannigan will struggle to 
compete with the evening’s other Queen of Mean, 
Anne Robinson, who returns to host a star- 
studded round of The Weakest Link. There’s also 
a musical interlude courtesy of the EastEnders, 
while the Countryfile team swap their wellies for 
cowboy boots. 



Legitimate Tommy struggles 
to leave the past behind 


Cillian Murphy stars in Peaky Blinders, Wednesday, BBC2, 9pm 



next summer’s World Cup in Russia. These sides 
last met back in June 2013 when an entertaining 
match - the first to be held at the renovated 
Maracana in Rio de Janeiro - finished 2-2. The 
teams had also played each other earlier on that 
year at Wembley, when goals from Wayne 
Rooney and Frank Lampard gave the Three 
Lions their first victory over Brazil since March 
1990. With analysis from Lee Dixon, Ryan 
Giggs and Ian Wright, and commentary by 
Clive Tyldesley and Glenn Hoddle. 

WEDNESDAY 

DIY SOS: The Million Pound Build for 
Children in Need 
BBC1,8pm 

The DIY SOS team descend on 
Swansea to tackle one of their 
biggest challenges to date, as 
they build a centre and 
supported housing for young 
people in care and leaving care. 

This special programme also 
shares the stories from some of 
Wales’ most vulnerable young 
people as well as the founder of 
the Roots Foundation Wales, a 
charity that supports young 


people in and leaving care. The team, with the 
help of hundreds of volunteers, build a bespoke 
new centre and transitional flats from the ground 
up for Roots, a charity, part-funded by BBC 
Children in Need despite storms and a tight 
11-day build schedule. 

THURSDAY 

Love, Lies and Records 
BBC1,9pm 

Births, deaths and marriages - it’s all in 
a day’s work for registrars. So, no 
wonder Kay Mellor, the writer who 
brought us Fat Friends and In the Club, 
thought a register office would make the 
perfect setting for a six-part drama 

series. Ashley Jensen leads the 
cast as Kate Dickenson, 
who is anxious about her 
colleagues’ reaction to 
the news that she’s 
about to be promoted 
to Superintendent - 
although she 
doesn’t anticipate 
her fellow registrar 
James making a big 
announcement 


50% OFF 

VIDEO OFFERS 


VIDEO ID VERT 

now £349 

C0IP0RITE VIDEO 

now £399 

quote ‘offerSO’ 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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BRAIN GYM no . 455 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

o 

2 

R 

3 

Q 
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5 

L 
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X 

7 

D 
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T 
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E 

10 

F 
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12 
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u 
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A 

24 

V 

25 

N 
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A 
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9 
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10 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Woollen material for 
a head-dress the 
French sent back 
( 6 ) 

4. They are used for 
securing a body of 
sailors in the ship 
( 6 ) 

9. Properly managed, 
like a successful 
orchestra (4-9) 

10. Regarding a kind of 
glass (7) 

11. It’s routine for 
the sailor to be 
included in strike 

(5) 

12. See 2 Down. 

14. A prison in a state 
of agitation (5) 

18. One in dole 
confusion reduced 
the friction (5) 

19. Water container for 
one who puts up a 
tent (7) 

21. Country clothes? 
(8,5) 

22. Skewers, we hear, 
for pieces of meat 

( 6 ) 

23. Criticises what may 
be used for house 
cover (6) 


Down 

1. In addition, a toff! 
(2,4) 

2. & 12Ac. Use every 
device when 
playing the organ! 

(4,3,3,3,5) 

3. Plants displaying 
a bit of xerophytic 
activity (5) 

5. Puts in a form of 
words - they are 
used for lying (7) 

6. Number of staff 
allowed for the 
household (13) 

7. Awkwardly 
seated but staidly 
composed (6) 

8. At home, I leave 
Jones, the architect 

(5) 

13. Grazing land 
providing 

something soft near 
the harbour (7) 

15. Spikes will cause a 
broken piston (6) 

16. Use a rose for a 
cluster of flowers (5) 

17. Decisive events will 
produce an increase 
in the Civil Service 

( 6 ) 

20. Currently variable 
(5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Cotton cloth (6) 

4. Impede (6) 

9. Holding irrational beliefs 
(13) 

10. Friendly (7) 

11. Christmas hymn (5) 

12. Adhere (5) 

14. Stanza (5) 

18. Plunder (5) 

19. Answered (7) 

21. Unsuitable (13) 

22. Stretch (6) 

23. Abandon (6) 


Down 

1. Careless (6) 

2. Actually (2,5,2,4) 

3. Pulsate (5) 

5. Object (7) 

6. Defer action (13) 

7. Outcome (6) 

8. Scatter (5) 

13. Make less expensive (7) 

15. Achieve success (6) 

16. Earlier (5) 

17. Coming (6) 

20. Cleanse (5) 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


7 6 2 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Out of service; 7 Sided; 

8 Incur; 9 Use; 10 Chameleon; 11 Petard; 

12 Gemini; 15 Hard lines; 17 Lac; 18 Amuse; 

19 Ivory; 21 Person of note. Down: 1 One jump 
ahead; 2 Fed; 3 Endear; 4 Voiceless; 5 Cache; 

6 Frankincense; 7 Sheet; 10 Carollers; 13 Inlay; 
14 Ensign; 16 Rouse; 20 Off. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Straight away; 7 Swell; 

8 Preen; 9 Tie; 10 Propagate; 11 Option; 

12 Limpid; 15 Inspiring; 17 Arc; 18 Globe; 

19 Haven; 21 Protestation. 

Down: 1 Shortcomings; 2 Ire; 3 Hollow; 

4 Appealing; 5 Arena; 6 Interdiction; 7 Sweet; 

10 Prominent; 13 Plain; 14 Sights; 16 Spoor; 

20 Via. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. On which island is Tokyo? 

2. Which South American revolutionary was 
known as The Liberator? 

3. Who formed the Free French in the UK in 
WW2? 

4. Which Gothic horror story is subtitled The 
Modern Prometheus? 

5. Which OT prophet was carried to heaven in a 
fiery chariot? 


6. For which fish is Canada’s Fraser River 
famous? 

7. With which football team did multi-millionaire 
Sir Jack Hayward enjoy a long association? 

8. In Scandinavian mythology, who were the 
three goddesses of fate? 

9. In which country is the yuan the standard 
monetary unit? 

10. Which peninsula contains much of Denmark? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Mole; 2 Sir Henry Morgan; 3 Russia; 
4 Methodism; 5 Achilles; 6 Hamilton; 7 Dog; 
8 Basketball; 9 The Loch Ness Monster; 

10 Selective breeding. 

Niner: SYNCOPATE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

53169 gives a family member, 

423 gives a second family member, 

7538 gives a third family member. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Serenitv cal1 us on 01384 279 997 

kitchens & bathrooms*^ Stallings Lane I Kingswinford I DY6 7AP 



ONE GALL C D BRINGS YOU ALL OF THIS 


• Provide a full design and project 
management service if required 

• Take your ideas and make 
them a reality 

• So please come and meet the 
team at Serenity 

• All trades are carried out by our 
team. This includes, building, 
tiling, plastering, carpentry, 
electrical, plumbing and gas. 

NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR 
TOO SMALL FOR US. 

No gimmicks, just quality goods 
and quality service. 


SHOWER ENCLOSURE OR BATH 
NEW SHOWER, BASIN &WC 
15 SQM WALL AND FLOOR TILING 

FULLY FITTED 

£3850 


www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 


DISABILITY 

SPECIAL OFFER 

We have a good history of working with 
clients who have trouble using their bath 

■ New shower and folding seat 
and grab rail ■ Tiled inside 

■ Receive a new easy access shower 

^ Birvmnghjani 

age Only 

Member 

01384 279 997 


£2150 
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could barely believe my 



WE peered out through the window of the 
hide and waited. This was the heart of brown 
bear territory in eastern Finland, close to the 
Russian border. 

Our extended weekend break had taken us to 
Europe’s last great wilderness to re-connect with 
nature. We didn’t have to wait long. Within minutes, 
a dark lumbering figure emerged from the forest of 
ancient pines into the marshland before us, sniffing the 
peaty earth and glancing cautiously around. 

Within moments a second bear lolloped onto 
the scene, followed by a third. “Bears are very shy 
creatures,” said our host Kari, who runs the nearby 
Boreal Wildlife Centre where we were to stay the night. 
“They spend their time deep in the forest away from 
humans. It would be very rare to experience one while 
hiking. You have to come to the hide.” 


ODOUR 

Reassuring news for someone who was planning a 
six-mile forest hike the following day. 

The hides are fitted with very tall flues to expel 
the odour of humans high above the bears’ nostrils. 

The furious clicking of cameras from my fellow 
wildlife watchers didn’t seem to faze this trio, and our 
excitement was palpable as they moved closer to the 
hide and began snuffling around in the muddy gloop 
just a few metres away. 

We were close enough to smell their strong musky 
odour, see their battle scars and massive paws. The 
biggest of the bears glanced up, seemingly meeting my 
gaze. I felt like I had met royalty. Forest royalty. Back 
at base camp on the edge of Lake Viiksimo, we tucked 
into a hearty salmon stew and chatted to a couple of 
renowned wildlife photographers who regularly visit 
Boreal Wildlife Centre for shoots. Wild Taiga, the region 



where we were staying, is not just home to brown bears. 
Wolves, wolverine, elk, wild reindeer, golden eagles and 
capercaillie all roam this vast wilderness. Kari regaled 
us with tales of the forest until late into the evening. 

It’s not hard to see why Lonely Planet places Finland 
as the third best travel destination in the world. It is the 
world’s cleanest and greenest country, according the 
Environmental Performance Index. Its air is among the 
purest on the planet and the water so clean you can 
drink straight from most of its lakes. It has a population 
of barely six million, yet covers an area larger than 



France. It is 70 per cent forest. Nature-loving Finns have 
learned to live off the land and this is reflected in their 
culture. The right to roam - known as Everyman’s Right 
- is set in law and means you can walk, ski, cycle or 
ride freely in all natural areas, even if they are privately 
owned. 

We had arrived in Finland the day before our bear 
adventure. The connecting flight from Helsinki to 
Kajaani in the Kainuu region was by prop aircraft, 
a clue we were travelling somewhere remote. As I 
stepped off the plane, the pure, clear night air filled my 


lungs - and a far cry from the polluted haze I had left 
behind in London just a few hours ago. Our taxi flashed 
past countless shimmering black lakes and the dark 
silhouette of limitless pine forests. It was midnight when 
we arrived at our first port of call, the lakeside Kalevala 
Hotel in Kuhmo. 

Pulling back the curtains the next day, was the first 
of many breathtaking moments of our four-day trip. The 
view was spectacular. A vast lake sparkled in the early 
morning sun, surrounded by ancient pines as far as the 
eye could see. A treat not to be missed. KIM BENNETT 



Ind an Cu s ne 


Enjoy the finest traditional Indian Cuisine prepared by 
award winning head chef Abdul Ahad in the informal 
surroundings of our Contemporary stylish restaurant. 

©ttuteaEDaS [£XD®D3Q]Qa© S][?3 DDCDC27 Ik^QlElG] (MlaMi] *£t 
fMrtffliK) ©Gq&mES (•% ftffiik 


Sunday Evenings 

3 Courses - £11.95 Adult £8.95 Child 

86, Worcester Road, West Hagley. DY9 ONJ 
Reservations 01562 884867 


Curry Life Chef of the Year 2015 
Tommy Miah Winners of Best Restaurant in the Midlands 2017 


commercial feature_ 

Top Hagley Award 
Winning Restaurant 



A bdul Ahad is more 
used to creating and 
serving up plates of 
mouthwatering dishes for 
diners as head chef of the 
Shenapur restaurant in Hagley, 
but recently Abdul received a 
very special plate of his own. 

Abdul won Regional Chef Of The 
Year in the Curry Life Chef Awards 
2015. 

Now adding another award under 
his belt winning Tommy Miah Best 
Restaurant in the midlands 2017. 

Abdul’s food is celebrated and 
loved by all who are lucky enough to 
experience it. 

Specialising in traditional sub 
continental cuisine, predominantly 
from Bangladesh, Abdul follows 
a simple formula of high quality, 
masterfully spiced food, cooked fresh 
to order. 

The Shenapur, which has a 
contemporary yet informal interior, 
has been serving up the finest Indian 
Cuisine in Hagley for more than 19 
years and has become one of the 
most popular destinations in the 
West Midlands for Indian food lovers 
but Abdul’s skills and creativity have 
raised the bar still further since his 
appointment as head chef earlier in 
the year. 

Abdul has devoted 35 years to his 
craft, building on his knowledge and 
self-taught creativity. 


He particularly loves cooking with 
fish and Shenapur’s menu reflects 
this offering monkfish, salmon, sea 
bass and lobster which is bought 
fresh and cooked Bangladeshi style 
infused with spicy flavours. 

Other signature dishes include 
meltingly tender lamb shank, 
tandoori Chicken norotoba cooked 
with minced meat herbs and spices 
and tellapia bhuna, a traditional 
Bengal fish dish. 

Shenapur’s proprietor Angur Ali 
said: “Since Abdul’s appointment we 
have seen a significant increase in 
diners as word has got around about 
our new menu which, whilst retaining 
all the favourites which have made 


the restaurant so popular, has also 
introduced a fantastic new range of 
innovative and beautifully presented 
dishes to tantalize your taste buds.” 

Mr Ali added: “Abdul is very keen 
to demonstrate his unique culinary 
skills, flexibility and passion for Indian 
cooking and he and his team are 
happy to style any dish to suit your 
personal taste. 

“So if you are a regular diner with 
us, or are considering visiting for the 
first time to experience unforgettable 
food served up in an informal 
and friendly atmosphere, there has 
never been a better time to join us. 

“We hope to see you soon.” 














ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 33 


Edge makes its presence 



The Edge has front, rear and side sports bodystyling with handsome, imposing looks 


By Dave Brown 

You certainly feel in command of the road 
in our long-term Ford Edge. It’s a car that’s 
not to be trifled with. 

A chunky five-seat SUV with handsome, 
imposing looks, it tells other road users: “I’m 
in charge and I’m not to be messed with.” 

I’ve found this to be the case in all sorts of 
driving environments lately. I’m the last person 
you would describe as aggressive behind 
the wheel, dutifully adhering to 70mph speed 
limits on deserted midnight motorways, and 
always being ultra-patient with the learner 
drivers who seem to spend every rush-hour 
bimbling along the lanest. 

Noticed 

But other road users do seem to be 
somewhat in awe of EG17FKH. Fellow 
motorway drivers move left even if I’m 
approaching them from behind only very 
gradually, and those slow-moving learners 
do seem to be inclined to turn off if their 
instructors can see me in their rear-view 
mirrors. I’m not complaining, of course. If 
people are moving out of my way - and, true, 
it could all be in my imagination - it means 
the Edge is being noticed. And if nothing else, 
that’s excellent news as far as my safety is 
concerned, as well as that of my passengers. 

So from the outside, yes, the Edge ticks 
all the boxes, and as well as that general air 
of dominance, our car stands out for other 
reasons. 

It boasts front, rear and side sports 
bodystyling with dark exterior detailing, and 
snazzy 20-inch platinum grey alloy wheels. A 
rear spoiler helps to make the back view easy 
on the eye. All good. 



It’s a chunky five-seat SUV 


Inside, however, I think it’s a slightly different 
story. Sure, everything the driver needs is 
close at hand, easy to operate, and sensibly 
laid out. 

And the kit list is impressive, including 
a Sony DAB navigation system with 12 
speakers, alloy pedals, a rear-view camera 
and a ‘Quickclear’ heated front windscreen. 
An intelligent all-wheel drive system can 
determine how much grip, cornering 
balance and responsiveness is required in 
wet, dry or icy conditions and on varying 
terrain. Definitely a useful feature for more 
adventurous buyers. 

It’s just that whenever I get into a car for the 
first time - and I’d never driven a Ford Edge 
until a couple of weeks ago - I’m looking for 
the nifty design touch that catches my eye; 
something a little different - quirky, even - 
that raises a smile, and makes you think to 
yourself, “I really like that”. I must confess, I 
didn’t really find one in this car. What does 
help lift the mood, however, is our model’s 


panoramic roof with sunshade. It’s part of the 
ST-Line Lux Pack which adds £1,275 to the 
base price. 

And as far as general levels of comfort are 
concerned, I’ve no complaints whatsoever. 
Impressive amounts of interior space will 
mean no-one will moan about feeling 
cramped and it’s easy to find the perfect 
driving position. 

Something else that helps make the Edge 
a pleasure to pilot and which is definitely 


worth a mention is active noise control. 
Microphones detect and measure specific 
sound waves while a control unit can separate 
the noises you do want to hear, such as 
conversation and the radio (Absolute 80s 
every time, please), from those you don’t. The 
system then creates inaudible ‘white noise’ 
to cancel out any unwelcome sounds, and 
provide you with a real sense of tranquillity 
when you’re driving. Clever stuff! 

So how much will an Edge set you back? 


Well, a standard model will mean you’ll be 
parting with almost £40,000 while our car, 
an ST-Line example with extras such as 
active steering, a front wide-view camera 
and adaptive cruise control with pre-collision 
assist, comes in at nearly £43,000. 

You certainly get a lot for your money though 
- so if you’re in the market for a substantial 
SUV that’s not short on safety features and 
useful tech, this is a car that could definitely 
have the edge. 


A L L- N E W 

F I E 


TOG ETHER 

WE GO FURTHER 


BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE NOW AT 
T WALL GARAGES - KINGSWINFORD 


T Wall Ford 



'j 




High Street, Pensnett 

Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 

Tel. 01384 288333 
www.twallford.co.uk 

Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the All-New Ford Fiesta range: urban 40.9-80.7 (6.9-3.5), extra urban 67.3-94.2 (4.2-3.0), combined 
54.3-88.3 (5.2-3.2). Official C0 ? emissions 118-82g/km. 

The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results (Eli Directive and Regulation 692/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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A proper bargain, 

By Ian Donaldson 


It takes up as much road as a Range Rover 
Sport, comes dripping with kit and costs 
half what the smart set happily pay for their 
Chelsea tractors. 

Less than half, actually, if you go for the 
least expensive version of SsangYong’s new 
Rexton which hits the road at £27,500 and 
may make its maker’s name known to the 
millions of motorists who’ve never heard of it. 

For this South Korean export bears a badge 
more respected among folk who regularly 
tow two horses about the country and want 
something rugged, unpretentious-and 
cheap to do it with. 

Well, the new Rexton is certainly all three of 
those attributes, but with a twist. 

Take a long look at the new car - especially 
inside - and this is a SsangYong of a visual 
charm and substance undreamed of only a 
couple of years ago. It makes the old Rexton 
look like a car designed (and built) in the dark. 

It’s impressive enough to make you wonder 
how they can ship the cars from the factory 
and still make a profit. Perhaps there are 
hidden shallows that help cut corners ... 

We’ll come to those later. First, a detailed 
look at what your £27,500 buys you in the 
shape of a Rexton EX. It starts with seven 
seats - including a third row that will take 
modestly sized adults in modest comfort, and 
a four-wheel drive system with selectable low 
ratios that will cope with serious off-roading. 

It can pull a 3.5 tonne load, or two chunky 
horses in their mobile home. It is also a heavy 
car, starting at 2,095kg, so a big caravan will 
present no problems either. 

Every new Rexton is powered by a 2.2 litre 
diesel from Mercedes-Benz and is attached 




It can pull a 3.5 tonne load 

to either a six-speed manual transmission or 
seven-speed auto and its 178bhp produces 
decent performance (115mph top speed and 
0-62mph in a little over 11 seconds) but here 
the sales pitch gets harder. 

For the new Rexton is a thirsty beast and 
pumps out sufficient C02 (at least 204g/km) 
to qualify for a nasty £1,200 tax hit in year one. 
Ouch. Business users (in a small minority, 
probably) also face a company car tax rate of 
37 per cent. Ouch again. 

The bad news continues on fuel 
consumption; the official average of 
the newcomer is at least 34mpg but an 
undemanding test route on free flowing public 
roads showed an unimpressive 25.7mpg. And 
no horse box attached, either. 

Still, you have to remind yourself how little 
you paid for what feels a near luxury machine 
at rest, especially in top £37,500 Ultimate form 
which swathes you in soft leather and interior 
mood lighting, sits you on seats both warmed 


This is a rare breed of car where it really does pay to head up the range for value 


and cooled and electrically adjusted in the 
front and heated in the rear. 

You can load your destination into a large 
screened sat nav system that wouldn’t 
disgrace a Range Rover and admire the 
car’s 20ins alloy wheels, HID headlamps and 
electronic tailgate when you arrive. 

Depending on the state of the roads on the 
journey, you’ll either feel relaxed or gently 
shaken. The Rexton is an old fashioned body 


on frame design that produces a car tough as 
old boots but one likely to shake and shimmy 
when the going gets a bit challenging. 

This range topper has only two rows of 
seats, which means a big boot with the 
second row in position (820 litres) and turns 
simply vast (1,977 litres) with them folded 
flat. Entry level EX and midrange ELX (from 
£32,000) models with seven seats in three 
rows sacrifice some boot room, but not 


enough to render holiday packing an exercise 
in sartorial restraint. 

Back to prices; this is a rare breed of car 
where it really does pay to head up the 
range for value. It might lack the poise and 
breeding of more established cars with similar 
capabilities but it looks a proper bargain - 
especially if you go for the dearest one. 

Driven: SsangYong Rexton 2.2D Ultimate 

Price: £37,500 



USED CAR DEALS 


PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 


NEW CAR REVIEWS & ROAD TESTS 

MOTORING Express&Star 
































Aerials 


TV Aerial Installations Services LTD 


EXTRA TV POINT 

FROM £45 


TV AERIAL & 
SATELLITE REPAIR 

FROM £19.95 


Call us for 
more services 



Tel: 08006123992 or 07454891903 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
„ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 

'Jr QUOTATION BEATEN 

Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIR00M 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35vrs 

• Landscaping Pm pripnrp 
•Block paving ex P enence 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


NICK WOOD 

PROFESSIONAL CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SERVICES 
Continuing a 50 Year Old Family Run Business 



r V INDUSTRY TRAINED CERTIFICAT] 

V UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

V LEATHER CLEANING 

V FULLY INSURED 



LATEST MICROSPLITTER SOLUTIONS USED 


V ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY 

V SAFE TO USE 

V SOAP FREE / DETERGENT FREE 

V NO RESIDUES 

DRY COMPOUND CLEANING 


FREE SURVEY / QUOTATION 
TEL: 01384 402109 
MOBILE: 07814 009596 

FACEBOOK.COM/STOURBRIDGECARPETCLEANING 



Double Glazing 


Misled Sealed Units? 


IUark (Emmtry (Msrzxng, 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 


conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

J A A 

thcU tuott t co4st the. eoA^lt 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

El 01384 566100 

| 


www.blackcountryglazing.com 


ccrtass 


t 


MISTY UNITS REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units to Pilkington 
Energikare, it will help to reduce the amount of heat lost 
through your windows by up to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE AND 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


iBMJj 

m HAVE A NEW TELEPHONE NHMBER 

01384918383 

Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
www.delphglazeclunits.co.uk 

^ ^ Mobile: 07887 520599 


JOHN MORRIS 

Interior & Exterior 
Decorating 
Artexing & Coving 
Over 35 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 

01384 349 375 
07710 133 445 


MBK) electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 

Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

01384 660398 
07939 503905 




mbelectric. co. uk 


Driveways 


1 ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
l_r j Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, diy to 
Halesowen B63 2QB_ 1 


Driveways 


Fencing 


C T DRIVEWAYS 


FOR ALL YOUR SURFACING & 
TARMAC WORK 


• Paving and • New Drives 

Driveways • Forecourts 

• Block Bricks and • Car Parks 

Tarmac Repairs • Trading Estates 

Proud members of 

Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 

For all enquiries please call 

Tel: 01384 270740 Mobile: 07587 954073 

email: ctdriveways@mail.com 
website: www.ct-driveways.co.uk 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chccka 

H Tel: 01384 79900 * 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 


Electricians 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

★ FREE ESTIMATES ★ 

Electrical Safety 
Register -„ 

+ — 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 




CALL TODAY 

01384 594791 


Fencing ft Gates 



All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 


■ Call Steve on| 

01384 242891 or 07979 300586 


Garage Doors 


GARADOR - CARDALE - SELECT - WESSEX - HENDERSON - HORMANN 
SECTIONALS - UP & OVERS - SIDE-HINGED - ROLLERS - MOTORISED 



RELIADOR GARAGE DOORS 

SALES - INSTALLATION - REPAIRS 



01384 386909 
07858 299305 




www.reliador.co.uk - reliadorgd@gmail.com 


CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 


Gardening 



All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 


Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 




ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 

SEDGLEY 
TREE CARE 



*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

Professional Tree Surgeon 

All aspects of tree work undertaken 

• CONTRACT TREE CLIMBER 

• TREE REMOVAL 

• CROWN REDUCTION 

• STUMP GRINDING 

• HEDGE TRIMMING 

• GARDEN CLEARANCES 
ALL WASTE REMOVED 
NPTC QUALIFIED 

07746813358 or 
01902 659692 
FOR A FREE QUOTE 

AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 
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Home Improvements 


roofing 


Plumbing 


Serenity ? 

• Extensions • New Build 

• Electrical • Plumbing 

• Plastering • Carpentry 

• Brickwork 

• Windows/Doors 

• Tiling • Roofing 

Fully qualified tradesmen 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


One call does it all 

01384 279997 

www.serenitykitchensbathrooms.co.uk 


Loft Ladders 


The Loft Ladder man 

Loft Ladders £11A 
fitted from *I£ U 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 




like our 
brand new 

facebook iwW^ 

page® W 

ftladderman 


We will 
beat 
any like 
for like 
quote 


Plastering 





PLASTERING 

Services we offer 

✓ Skimming ✓ Wet 

✓ Dry Lining Plastering 

✓ Boarding ✓ Coving 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call or text Chris for a 
quote or advice 


07837/730208 


Jb c)-faxxi*L < 0~*[a^tzZLncj 

All aspects of Plastering: 

• Boarding • Dry Lining 
• Skimming • Coving 

Professional high quality workmanship 


Call Steve for a free Quote 
07853 257 230 





* uPVC Fascias 

* Soffits 

» Guttering 

* Cladding 


Quality 

► All aspects of roofing 

► New roofs/repairs 

► Flat roofs 

► Tiling/slating 


Est 2001 


► Dry verges 

► Approved fibre 
glass installer 



All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 

Registered with 


Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modem low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 

_ -- Gimmicks 

Family 
Business 



Membership 

HomePro No - 554518 


TRUST 


MARK 




Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 0800 799 9413 
Mob: 07906 724736 
to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


Twarduns Plumbing 
& Plastering 

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Tiling 
Plumbing - Plastering 
Boilers - Gas - Central Heating 

All Enquiries Welcome 

07477 694755 
twarduns@gmail.com 


' \ 

Skip Hire 

v_;_ 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Plumbing & Heating 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



ROOFING SERVICES 



• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELITE r PdASTlcS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07385 575865 

www .elite plasticsupvc.co.uk 



50% OFF 

VIDEO OFFERS 

VIDEO ADVERT^^now £349 
CORPORATE VIDEO .ow £399 

quote ‘offer50’ 

www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising MNA DIGITAL 








































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 
& Monumental Masons 

For your nearest branch 
call 01902 892635 

wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 01384 77098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Lost & Found 


BEAUTIFUL WEDDING dress and 
veil, white, never worn, perfect con¬ 
dition, size 10-12, £250. was over 
£2,000. 07496 935553. 


CARECO AMBULANCE plus trans¬ 
fer chair, as new, unused, still in 
packaging. £60 ono. 

01902 684425. 

PRIDE GOGO ELITE Traveller LX, 
17 amp, one year old, used 8 times, 
£350 ono. 01902 684425. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


CARAVAN WANTED Cash on pick 
up ASAP. Caravan wanted, call me 
on 07717 090817. 

TOURING CARAVAN WANTED. 

No objection to work, anything 
considered. Please telephone 
07980 365757. 


3 BEDROOM STATIC caravan for 
sale. 12 month season. Seaside 
location. Great facilities. Pet 
friendly, wifi. £14,995. Call Paul for 
information: 07960 944721. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


holidays 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Sunday, 12th November 
Next Sale November 26 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 


TECHNICS MUSIC centre with 
tapes and records, good condition, 
£50. Bush radio, original 1950's, 
working order, £50. 01902 741096. 


LOST —Male cat with bengal 
markings, missing from Areal 
Street area of Sedgley since 
October 26. Call 07848 857902. 


Free 

\ 

Christadelphian 

v_ 

BIBLE TRUTHS Concerning 
baptism, November 12, at 6pm, 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, Or write to 
The Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station 
Road, Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT 
for free information pack or ring 
01384 886544 for recorded 
message. 

IT'S FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 

Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

1- \ 


Family 

1 ^ 

Home & 

L Services 




RELYON STORABED 

Two singles, in pine, also 5 
drawer cnest of draers, dress¬ 
ing table 4 drawers, bedside 
table 3 drawers, cost £800. 

Sell for £400 
Very little used. 

01902 741096. 


INDESIT INTEGRATED washer 
dryer 1WDE126, was £345, used 6 
times sell £150 ono. Must collect. 
01902 840764. 


CHESTNUT SHEDS 
AND FENCING LTD 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy Duty Fully Tanalised Sheds, 
Summerhouses & All Garden Buildings. 
Super Quality/Competitive Prices 
Bespoke Buildings Fitting Available 
Unit 17, Oak Street, 
Quarry Bank DY5 2JH 
01384 913422/01384 569779 

www.chestnutshedsandfencing.co.uk 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


WOOL TAPESTRY picture, vase of 
flowers. 19.5 inches wide x 26.5 
high, £50 ono. 01902 741096. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


COINS, MEDALS, BANK NOTES 

Wanted by private collector. 
Telephone 01902 676540. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

SHELL, ESSO, 
CASTROL ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

Old Enamel Signs, 
Petrol Cans, 

Old Jugs, 

Bikes and Motorbikes. 
Anything old. 

** TOP PRICES PAID ** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


MYFORD SUPER7 metal cutting 
lathe wanted. 

01922 445739. 

OLD BIBLES Wanted, pre 1900, for 
Private buyer. Fair prices paid. 
Distance no object. Telephone 
0115 973 5662. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to 
carefully ansidar all of their cptkxs 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their itans. 


RECORDS WANTED 

Cash Paid for collections of 
FHeavy Rock, Metal, Prog Rock, 
Punk, Beatles, Stones etc. 
No easy listening (Country etc). 
Top prices paid. 
Telephone 07966 252439. 


SPECTRUM GAMES wanted plus 
any Spectrum 128k+ 2 computer 
wanted any old Crash Magazines 
wanted. 01902 892918. 


VINTAGE TAMIYA REMOTE 
CONTROL MODELS 

Also any old radio controlled 
models in any condition, 
Mardave, Kyocho, Traxxas, FHPi 
Team Associated, Schumacher 

Big or small collections bought. 

07568 585075 or 
0121 532 2544. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\r\ /77777^7y7, B—I 
lAxAX/AMimEg 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

m&mmommmm 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“1 am very pleased 
with the response 

1 get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 

For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 

ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

\ 

Alarms/Security 

V 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 

12 Months Warranty 

All areas covered 

All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

Building Services 

v_ 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

07837 994465/01902 579592 


Carpet & ^ 

Upholstery Cleaning 


A BRILLCLEAN 

FOR YOUR 
CARPETS & SUITES 

Special offers Oct / Nov 

OAP discounts. 

Call Steve on 

07496 922324 


N 

Electrical Services 

V 

STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 

BOOSTS 

BUSINESS! 



“I am extremely happy 
with the service I get 
from my Express & 
Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and 
would recommend them 
to anyone! They have 
done a very professional 
job with my website so 
I get online enquiries as 
well now.” 

Michael- Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


PORT way 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


Gas Fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


House Clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


3 


ABSOLUTELY 
ANYTHING CLEARE! 

FULL OR PART, GARAGES 
AND SHEDS RUBBISH 
REMOVED WASTE LICENCE 
01384 486456/07711661135 


Gardening Services 



Express & Star 

LANDSCAPE 

GARDENERS! 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 
claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 



Painters/ 


\ 

Decorators 



LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painters & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 




Plastering 


1771 PLASTERING 

ill 1 8c RENDERING 
FREE quotes & all work 
guaranteed. 

07526 593701 


Plumbing & Heating 


PLANT PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

• BOILER SERVICING 

• GAS FIRES, COOKERS 

• BREAKDOWNS/REPAIRS 

• LANDLORD CERTIFICATES 

Call Steve 07481 819324 




Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS 

AND HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

We move anything. 
Professional service, 
45 years’ experience, 
DFS approved and we 
take the stress away. 
Please call: 
07966 281957 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


Skip Hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 
Kb Skips, we lead, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


KM 


Pets & 
Animals 




••• 


KIND HOMES WANTED 

Molly, four year old cross breed, 
lovely gentle girl, good with 
people/children, no other dogs. 
Pepper, is a 9 year old Boxer 
cross Labrador, nice easy good 
natured girl, only dog. 
Herbert, Horace and Henry are 
10 week old male Jack Russell 
/ Pomeranian / Chihuahua, 
absolutely gorgeous little 
things. 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 
and for information on 
01588 676106. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01902 291080 or visit 
www.gtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q Greyhound Trust Wolverhampton 
@gtwolverhampton 




ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am - 5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am - 4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs 
from owners, all areas (if they 
are vet checked/up to date with 
jabs.) 

Donations of doa food, toys, 
bedding and vetDills always 
appreciated. 


SHIH TZU CROSS Jack Russells, 8 
weeks old, wormed, microchipped, 
£250 each. 07572 687123. 


G 


mm 


i 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Banies 
have the required E&ssport infor¬ 
mation. 

QUANTITY OF STABLE and Field 
rugs. £5 to £30. 

01902 755200. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



Property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

ONE BED FLAT CH, DG, £100pw. 
Netherton area. Deposit required. 
07976 781003. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
Independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial oerrmit- 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www. expressandstar. com 
/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 

jisj&Jt? * 

FreeAds 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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01902 317878 | bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassffiedAds 


Properties Wanted 


WE RAY 100% 


At 1 purchase price 

|K-W,E-RY4rT-I MET 


FAST 4 Your House 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
MM • FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


0800 999 999 



www.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms 



15 ^ Wecay 

<1— 24l.r») KIWI 




FAST FOR CASH 


48 Hour 



No Hassle for You 
No Commission 
Ail Lixjal fees Paid 


M P K 10 today on 01902 50 44 48 

J T. TS or vls*t our website mpknfcght*«o.uk 


aAmV oc/hQME buyers 

ftlBH fafl I V\A THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

■ee Valuation 7 Yes/ No Fees? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 
i5+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes? Any Condition? Yes? 

6fe+ your FREE, in«5+an+ c.a &h oP-Per today! 


Call 01562277067 

or text "Cash" to66777 yeshomebuyei-g.com | 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


“ 

a' 


Classified 


Jobs 




requires any type < 
07341 021774. 


EXPERIENCED SECURITY 
GUARD Willing to live on site, 24/7. 
07541 919228. 


BIRMINGHAM: WOLVERHAMPTON: 4 

30 NOV-1 DEC. & 27-28 JAN. 6-7 DEC. & 8-9 MARCH 

STOKE ON TRENT: 17-18 JAN. TELFORD: 25-26 JAN. 


Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - National UK Qualification 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 

For more info 

orto book: WWW. gCU |JCt UC.COITl 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - Community - MOD 



Full Time General 


TAXI OFFICE OPERATOR 

A reliable person required to take and pass 
bookings. Knowledge of local area and own 
transport would be an advantage. 
Experience preferred but not essential 
Main hours Fri/Sat 17.00 - 01.00 £7.50p/h. 
Additional day hours available. 

Waterfront Cars, Dudley DY2 ORL 
Email: ali.waterfrontcars@live.co.uk 
Tel: 01384 78781 or or 07956 285555 after 2pm 


Waterfront Cars 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 
VTX 20081.616V PETROL. 

43,000 miles, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, Air Con, MoT, 
central locking, PAS, CD. 
Very good condition. 
£1,699 

07879 403302. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FIESTA ECOBOOST 
ZETEC1.0 

2013 reg, only 12,000 miles 
from new with history, 1 owner, 
5dr grey, MoT, 65mpg, £0 road 
tax, kept as new. 

£5,500. 

07404 813944. 



FORD FIESTA GHIA 

1.4, 80,600 miles, Ford Service 
History, electric windows, 
elelctric mirror, MoT Februrary 
2018, leather trim, 1 owner, 
nice condition. 

£1,600 ono. 

079&8 400177. 


FORD FIESTA STYLE +80 

09 plate, 3-dr, 1242cc, Service 
history, very clean, MoT till 
August 2018, 62,000 miles, 

£2,850. 

07814 447682 


HONDA ACCORD 
EXECUTIVE 

05 reg., one owner, MoT till end 
March, 90,500 miles, silver, 
sunroof, Sat Nav, electric 
heated front seats, very good 
condition. 

£1,650 ono 
01902 850608. 


1ST TO SFF 
WILL BUY 


KIA SPORTAGE XE 

54 reg 

MoT, low mileage 
Good runner and condition. 

£2,450 ono. 

07470 511649. 



MAZDA MX5MK31.8 

2007, convertible blue, 
MoT July 2018, 59,081, 
2 keys. 

£3,800 

01902 333072 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 

2012, 38,000 miles, abs, 
electric windows, air baa, 
electric mirrors, air con, fsh, 
long MoT, cruise control, 
Navigation System, half leather 

£2,899 ono. 

07879 403302. 



RENAULT TWINGO PZAZ 

201 1, 17,400 miles, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, fsh, MoT, central 
locking, pas, CD, very good 
condition. 

£2,599. 

07879 403302. 



VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 
DESIGN 

2013. 5 door. MPV. 
11,965 miles. White. Manual. 
Petrol. Two owners. 

Full service history. 

£6,000 ono. 

SOLD 



VW POLO 1.4 SE 


One previous lady owner, 2005, 
48,000 miles, silver, fsh, MoT 
until March 2018, alloys, a/c, 
super condition. 

£2,495 ono. 

07977 939497. 

tmmsm 


ROVER 25 

82,000 miles, 
12 months MoT, 
spares or repair. 

£150. 

01902 745382. 



LOOK 


CITROEN PICASSO 

One years MoT, four good 
tyres, good body work, turbo 
faulty, spares or repairs. 

Sensible offers. 

01902 895382. 


CITROEN XSARA PICCASO 


2007, 71,000 Miles, new MoT, 
lovely condition s/h 

£1,200 ono 

07572 554829. 



2005, 107,000 miles, silver, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, alarm, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, 

£595 ono 

07804 629130. 


JAGUAR X TYPE 

2.0 V6, petrol, blue, long MoT, 
very reliable, 127,000 miles, 

£950 ono. 

07833 794653. 



NISSAN MICRA 

52, 77,000 miles, blue, alarm, 
MoT, central locking, sunroof, 
cat c but fully repaired, never let 
me down, owned for 9 years, 
ideal for new driver. 

£700 

07977 648628. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 25 

One owner from new, 

48k miles, 2006, 5Dr, 2 keys, 
fsh, 

12 months MoT, 
immaculate condition. 

£950 o.n.o. 

07506 370873. 


mm 


TOYOTA COROLLA 

1998, 3dr, 1600, petrol, 
hatchback, manual, 
low mileage, MoT Sept 2018, 
excellent condition. 

£600. 

07751 090071. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE 


60,000 miles, full 


, peti 
MoT, 


silver. 


£1,450. 
01384 824306. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


VW CADDY VAN C20 TDi 
104 

2010, 2 owners, 
90,000 miles, white, 
service history, 

MoT, 2 keys, 
stunning condition 
inside and out, 
on board parrot fitted, no vat. 
£3,650 ono 
07884 344160. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 



Clutches/Brakes/ 

Gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE MOBILE 

Renault Scenic, Vauxhall 
Zafira, Renault Clio, 
Ford Focus & KA 
and MANY MORE!! 

Ring for quotes 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Bob 
01384 251328 
07972 169554 
anytime 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

Classified 


□ 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 012f 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


GENUINE, ATTRACTIVE, 
SLIM MAN 

54, caring, GSOH, WLTM 
genuine lady, 40-58 for 
friendship, fun days and 
evenings out, cosy nights in. 

Box Number P20994, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENUINE LADY 71 

WLTM caring, smart, car 
owning gent, 68-74, for 
friendsnip, companionship, 
must be an animal loving, non 
smoker with no wish for 
holidays. 

Photo appreciated (returned). 

Box Number P20999, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 


ertising Standards Authority 
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Steve Bull and chairman Dave Maydew with Olivia Green, Ella Green, Liam Bailey and Olivia Grainger 


Diane Cook, James Newman, chairman Maydew and Rebecca Harris at the opening of the new pavilion 



Inside the Bilbrook Juniors’ changing rooms 



The impressive £850,000 development 


New facilities enable life 
to begin at 40 for club 



SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“We had to put our case for¬ 
ward. At times it felt like we 
were moving one step for¬ 
ward and then two back.” 


THE building of an £850,000 new facili¬ 
ty has a football club believing they can 
prove life begins at 40. 

Bilbrook Juniors fielded their first team back 
in 1978 and will next year enter the fifth dec¬ 
ade stronger than ever thanks the new state-of- 
the-art pavilion at their Pendeford Lane home 
which features changing rooms, a clubhouse 
and bar. 

Constructed with the aid of grants from the Pre¬ 
mier League, the FA and Wolverhampton City Coun¬ 
cil, it has club members hailing a new dawn. 

“The club has been in existence for nearly 40 years 
but in many ways this is the starting point,” said 
chairman Dave Maydew. 

Reality 

“Having a facility like this has been a long-term 
goal and it has taken the hard work of too many peo¬ 
ple to mention in order to make it a reality. 

“But in many ways the big job starts now. Until 
now all the money has gone into keeping the club 
going. Now we are in a position where we can start 
giving back.” 

The new facility is the result of a decade-long cam¬ 
paign and replaces the club’s previous clubhouse, 
which had fallen into a state of disrepair. 

It was made possible thanks to a £484,529 grant 
from the Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund, 
which is delivered by the Football Foundation. Wol¬ 
verhampton City Council also contributed £350,000 


to the project. “We had to put our case forward. It 
wasn’t a simple or easy process and at times it felt 
like we were moving one step forward and then two 
back,” said Maydew. 

“But the end result is more than worth it. I would 
love to be able to list all the people who have helped 
us out along the way but quite frankly it would take 
up two pages of the newspaper. 

“We are all volunteers, no-one getting paid a penny. 

“We do it because we love it. I joined the club 22 
years ago when my son started playing aged five. 

“Before then I used to play football myself. Now I 
feel like I am giving something back. 

“It’s been a real team effort and means we can now 
move onto the next phase.” 

The new facility, at a ground which features two 
full-sized pitches and four-mini pitches, was opened 
last month by Wolves legend Steve Bull. 

Complete with two referee’s changing rooms and a 
kitchen, along with spectator toilets with disabled ac¬ 
cess, it is expected to increase participation at a club 


which already fields 31 teams at all age levels in a 
variety of regional leagues, including a ladies team. 

In total Bilbrook have around 1,500 members in¬ 
cluding players, coaches and volunteers. 

Future plans will see the construction of flood¬ 
lights which should allow Bilbrook’s mens team, who 
currently play in Division One of the West Midlands 
League, to further climb the non-league pyramid. 

The facility is also set to benefit both the commu¬ 
nity and other clubs. Otter and Vixen FC and Gornal 
Colts will also use the site, while Wolves Community 
Trust are set to deliver training and community out¬ 
reach programmes. 

“It is not just for the club but for the community 
too, particularly for the children,” said Maydew. 
“There is now a facility which can host functions. The 
old clubhouse was a drain on us. No-one wanted to go 
in but we were still paying for the gas and the electric. 

“That is money which can now be reinvested into 
the club and help us build toward the future. 

“In many ways this feels like a new beginning.” 


Globetrotters tour 
to stop off in Brum 

THE world famous Harlem Globetrotters will bring their spectacular show 
to Birmingham next year during their 2018 World Tour. 

The players have shot hoops with President Obama, played with Man¬ 
chester United and much more. And they will be showing off their skills at 
the Genting Arena on May 18. 

The Globetrotters recently wrapped up a busy 90th year tour, during 
which they named Pope Francis the ninth Honorary Harlem Globetrotter 
in team history, walked the runway at New York Fashion week, launched 
the Great Assist initiative alongside Robin Roberts - whom the team also 
named an honorary Harlem Globetrotter - pledging to spread 100 million 
smiles over the next 10 years, broke seven Guinness World Records® and 
remixed the team’s legendary theme song, “Sweet Georgia Brown,” with 
the help of Grammy Award-winning producer/songwriter Teddy Riley. 

The Harlem Globetrotters® are legendary worldwide, synonymous with 
one-of-a-kind family entertainment and great basketball skills. 


Speedway bosses 
to hold key talks 

WOLVERHAMPTON Speedway have lined up a couple of key winter dates 
for fans. With the AGM of all promoters fast approaching, the club will be 
hosting a winter talk-in at the Cleveland Arms on Stow Heath Lane, close 
to Monmore, on Monday, November 27. 

Representatives from the club management will be on hand to discuss 
developments and the impact decisions will have on Parrys International 
Wolves team building. The event is expected to start at 8pm. 

Meanwhile, the traditional pre-Christmas season ticket day has been ar¬ 
ranged for the stadium on Saturday, December 2, between 9.30am-1.30pm 
with the usual big turnout expected. 

In Birmingham Brummies star Liam Carr announced his shock decision 
to quit speedway at the club’s end-of-season presentation on Saturday. The 
21-year-old broke the news after pickingup three awards as he told fans ‘that’s me 
done’. 


Matches switched 
for live TV coverage 

TWO Wolves games and three Villa matches have been switched for live 
broadcast on Sky Sports. 

Wolves now head to Sheffield Wednesday on Friday, December 15 
(7.45pm) instead of the following day. 

Their trip to Bristol City on December 30 is now a 5.30pm kick-off too. 
As a result of that game being later, the visit of Brentford has been moved 
back to January 2 (7.45pm, not on TV). 

Villa’s home game against Sheffield United on December 23 has been put 
back to 5.30pm. The trip to Brentford on Boxing Day is now a 7.30pm start 
and the match at Nottingham Forest on January 15 has been changed to 
a 5.30pm kick-off. 

Even the lower divisions are finding their fixture list tweaked for televi¬ 
sion. Walsall took a break from their League One campaign on Saturday 
when they took on Newport County away in the FA Cup. The match was 
shown live on S4C with a 5.15pm kick-off. 
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Yeltz defeat 
sees Pics 
on the rise 

Rushall Olympic 3 Halesowen Town 1 

GOALS from Richard Brodie, Wes 
Atkinson and Mathis Fonovich were 
enough to give Rushall Olympic three 
valuable points against Evo-Stik League 
Premier Divison relegation rivals Hale¬ 
sowen Town at Dales Lane. 

After a quiet start to the game, Jah- 
quil Hill kept the Yeltz at bay with a 
fantastic save from Danny Udoh on 33 
minutes after the forward got in behind 
the home defence. 

Brodie carried on where he left off by 
converting his second penalty in three 
games after being fouled inside the area 
by Asa Charlton on 38 minutes. The 
striker sent Danny Platt the wrong way 
to put Rushall into the lead. 

The Yeltz got an instant reply, with 
Udoh sliding in to nip the ball past Hill 
after a precise through ball found him 10 
yards out on 41 minutes. 

Pinpoint 

The Pics were back in front three 
minutes later, when a pinpoint Danny 
Waldron cross from the right found At¬ 
kinson, who nodded home from close 
range. 

Fonovich doubled the Pics’ lead on 61 
minutes with a fine finish. The French¬ 
man received the ball on the edge of the 
area before curling a sublime effort into 
the top corner to make it 3-1. 

The Pics’ defence stood strong for the 
rest of the game, with the Yeltz strug¬ 
gling to get a foothold as Rushall pro¬ 
tected their lead manfully until full-time. 

“It was a scrappy game,” admitted 
Olympic manager Liam McDonald. “We 
knew what they would come with in 
terms of being a threat from set-pieces 
and on the counter attack. 

“I was pleased with how hard we 
worked against a team who had good 
shape. 

“We were not so great in the first half 
but after the break we were the better 
side and deserved the win.” 

Sibling success 
at the aquathlon 

AT the weekend some of the Black Coun¬ 
try Triathlete juniors came home with 
medals at the Burntwood Aquathlon. 

It was a family effort for both the girls 
and boys. Sisters Scarlett and Sydney 
Williams both came home in first place 
in the TS1 and TS3 age groups and 
brothers Ben and Tom Lucas finished 
3rd and 5th in the TS2 age group. 

There was one adult entry from BCT 
with Lucy McNeil-Briggs finishing in 
33:39 following a 7:44 400m swim and 
a 25:25 5km run placing her fifth in the 
Open Age group. 

Other club athletes are preparing 
themselves for the annual BCT Splash 
n’Dash aquathlon which will be held on 
December 3 at Ounsdale Leisure Centre, 
Wombourne. Entries are open on line at 
www.entrycentral.co.uk for both adults 
and juniors. 


trophies roll in for Great Barr youngsters 



Trophy winner Matt 


TWO teenage members of 
Great Barr Golf Club are en¬ 
joying a very successful year. 

Their performances have 
delighted club officials who 
predict a bright future in the 
game for Ellis Muckley and 
Matt Sheldon, both 17, writes 
Paul Marston. 

Muckley, a former student at 
Wood Green Academy, is from 
Wednesbury, plays off a handi¬ 


cap of two, and is currently at¬ 
tending the Lee Westwood Golf 
Academy in Cheshire, five days 
a week. Highlight of his year 
came recently when he won 
Great Barr’s main Champion¬ 
ship, shooting 77 and 71 in the 
two rounds, then clinching the 
title after a three-hole play-off 
against two adult members of 
the club. 

Sheldon, from Streetly, is 


studying at Streetly Academy, 
and, playing off a handicap of 
five, he recently won the Staffs 
County Junior Order of Merit 
after a sudden death play-off 
against another young Great 
Barr member, Dan Taylor. 

He also captained the Staf¬ 
fordshire under-16 Boys to 
victory in the annual Midland 
10 Counties Cup, which was 
played at Great Barr. 



Ellis Muckley with 


STOUR HIT BY 
INJURY CRISIS 


Welsh triumph for rally driver 



Wales Rally success for Richard Sykes, first of the front-wheel drive cars Picture by Jakob Ebrey 


Sheffield Tigers 20 Stourbridge 14 

A STRONG first half show¬ 
ing and some dogged second 
half defence saw home team 
Tigers take the spoils leaving 
Stourbridge director of rugby 
Neil Mitchell with some serious 
issues to address before Sale 
visit on Saturday. 

A catalogue of factors longer than the 
average second row’s arm impacted on 
Stour’s performance. 

Taking nothing away from Tigers - they were 
the best side on the day - it is important to make 
supporters aware of the misfortunes that have 
transpired over the last fortnight. 

The team travelled with just four replace¬ 
ments. Two of these should not have travelled 
because of injury. Injuries include two broken 
legs, one concussion, one damaged eye socket, a 
broken thumb, shin splints and Norovirus! 

Broken 

There are further injury worries as a result 
of Saturday’s encounter as Chris Scott came 
off with a suspected broken cheek bone. Chad 
Thorne was replaced after getting a nasty cut 
above his right eye and Sam Pailor limped off. 

Tigers scored the opener following a missed 
kick. It was Joe Heatley who instigated proceed¬ 
ings for Stour with a searing break on the half 
way line, feeding Dan Rundle who sliced his way 
past several defenders to score on the seventh 
minute mark, Chris Scott converted. 

On 16 minutes Tigers pressure paid off again 
and the visitors needed to soak up pressure over 
the remainder of the half, half time score 20-7. 

Stour spent 15 minutes inside the Tigers’ 22 
but were unable to capitalise until 56 minutes 
into the game when a penalty line out was driven 
forward. Nick Murphy was pushed, pulled and 
dragged over the line, a simple conversion the 
last score of the game. 


STOURBRIDGE’S Richard Sykes ended his 
rally season in style by finishing first of the 
front-wheel drive cars and 15th overall on the 
very tough Wales Rally GB National event. 

They may have done better if not for some 
technical problems and stopping to check on a 
competitor whose car was on fire. 

Sykes used his usual Bathams Brewery, The 
Body Clinic, Summit Platforms and G I Sykes 
Ltd-supported Citroen DS3 R3 on the event, 
which featured eight competitive stages over 
two days totalling 60 miles. The National event 
shared stages with the World Rally Champion¬ 
ship event, running at the same time. 


The first stage was at Cholmondeley Castle 
and the rally then moved into the forests. 

Sykes said: “We managed to get an engineer 
from Citroen’s World Rally Team to plug our 
car into their laptop to correct the electrical 
gremlins.” 

The car hit a hole which broke the power 
steering, so Sykes was forced to drive two full 
stages and 130 miles of road section without 
steering assistance. 

A great effort by Sykes meant that the prob¬ 
lem only cost them around 40 seconds which 
dropped them one place to 15th but still first 
of the front-wheel drive cars. 


Keeper Gould 
earns a point 
for Glassboys 

Stourbridge 0 Witton Albion 0 

STOURBRIDGE boss Gary Hackett ad¬ 
mitted he made tactical mistakes in the 
disappointing goalless draw against Wit- 
ton Albion. 

The Glassboys were below par and had 
Matt Gould to thank for getting a point 
from the game against a fellow Evo-Stik 
Premier play-off contender. 

Last season’s top scorer Luke Benbow 
returned to the club on a short-term loan 
from Solihull Moors on Friday but the 
Glassboys didn’t pose much of a threat. 

Hackett said: “I didn’t get it right tac¬ 
tically. I make mistakes as a manager. 

“Let’s be honest, we were very poor. 
The only saving grace is that when you 
play as poorly as we did you make sure 
you don’t lose the game.” 

Hackett’s side did start reasonably 
well and their best opportunity of the 
game arrived in the ninth minute but 
Leon Broadhurst saw his shot blocked 
after good work down the left by Luke 
Shearer. 

Gould was first called into action just 
after the half hour mark and the keeper 
did well to deny Owen Dale before Prince 
Haywood fired wide from distance. 

Witton took control of the game after 
the interval and almost went ahead in 
the 50th minute but defender Nick Ry¬ 
an’s back-post header was kept out by 
Gould. 

The shot-stopper, whose father Jon¬ 
athan is goalkeeping coach at West 
Brom, then did brilliantly to get down to 
winger Steven Tames’ low effort. 

Gould was once again called into ac¬ 
tion, denying James Foley from close 
range with five minutes left, leaving the 
Glassboys thankful for a point. 

Meanwhile, Stourbridge has banned 
a number of supporters from matches 
after flares were set off and thrown onto 
the pitch. 

The club has taken tough action 
against several fans who blighted games 
against rivals Halesowen Town. 

A woman was injured during a league 
game when a flare was thrown while 
there were more unsavoury scenes in a 
Birmingham Senior Cup tie two week 
later on October 23. 

Stourbridge said in a statement: “Fol¬ 
lowing investigations, we can confirm 
that a number of people have been re¬ 
fused entry to the War Memorial Ground 
at subsequent matches, and the club is 
in the process of formally notifying these 
people of indefinite bans from all future 
matches at the War Memorial Ground.” 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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Association Ltd publication, printed by 
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